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PREFACE 

Institution of Foresters Kerala (IFK) is a society registered in the year 1987 

under the Travancore Literary, Science and Charitable Societies Act 1955 with its 

Central office at Thiruvananthapuram.  Later it has established two Regional Chapters 

one at Thrissur and another at Kozhikode.   One of the objectives of IFK is to 

undertake studies on topics useful in Forest Management. Accordingly a Project-     

ñA comprehensive study on the socio-economic and cultural aspects of sacred groves 

in Keralaò was prepared and submitted to Kerala Forest Department in June 2012.  

This project was examined and discussed by the Kerala Forest Development Fund 

Research Committee in its meeting held on 18
th
 August 2012 and was approved for 

implementation.  The project envisages a detailed study of Sacred Groves (SGs) in all 

the 14 districts of Kerala one by one. 

To start with Thiruvananthapuram District was allotted and IFK completed the 

study and submitted the report in November 2013. Subsequently Kollam district was 

taken up for similar study and it was completed and report submitted in 2015. In the 

meeting of the KFDF Researh Committee which met on 17-04-2013 Kozhikode 

District was allotted for the study and the MOU was executed on 9
th
 June 2013. The 

quantum of work involved was very huge and five teams had to work to complete the 

data collection. On completing the field work in 2015 the number of sacred groves 

was found to be 1231 against the earlier expected number as around 100.   

Five field teams each headed by retired Section Forest Officers carried out the 

data collection by inspecting each sacred grove. Their activity was supervised by a 

Dy. Conservator of Forests (Rtd.) and an Assistant Conservators of Forests (Rtd). The 

data collection was checked in the field at random by senior members of IFK 

Executive Committee on different occasions. The field team had a laborious task 

before them to reach the SGs in remote areas and to visit the same SGs on different 

times to complete the data collection.  Dr. N. Sasidharan, Expert on Botany (Ex-

KFRI) joined us in detailed identification of flora in selected 28 SGs distributed over 

all the four taluks.      

IFK record its immense gratitude to Kerala Forest Department in entrusting 

this glorious task with it. We also thank Shri. S.C.Joshi IFS (PCCF-D) and              

Sri. L.K.Vashney IFS, Addl.PCCF and Chairman KFDF for their guidance and 
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promptness in removal of impediments in the most appropriate manner to complete 

the study in the  best possible way. Sri. K.G.Mohanlal IFS (PCCF-D) and Sri.Pramod 

Kumar Pathak,IFS (APCCF-Chaiman DFDF) who subsequently took over also 

deserve our gratitude for the support rendered to us in completing this voluminous 

work.  Our thanks are due to the members of the KFDF Research Committee for their 

positive attitude in IFKôs activities. Finally we express our thanks in no small measure 

to other officers and staff at Forest Headquarters, particularly Shri. Santhosh K John 

IFS (DCF Development) and his assisting team in extending fair approach to IFK to 

make this activity hassle free. 

This study report may serve as the valid document on the status and 

distribution of Sacred Groves in the district. It is our modest expectation that it forms 

the basis for future planning on the conservation of this precious eco-system 

It will be our pleasure to clarify any of the details included in this report to all 

those concerned.We also welcome suggestions and our omissions from readers 

interested. 

 

 

9 -7 -2016                                                                                                                 

 

M.S.Nair  (President) 

Institution  of Foresters Kerala 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

 

Name of Project:  A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON THE  

                             SOCIO-ECONOMIC & CULTURAL ASPECTS OF  

                             SACRED GROVES IN KERALA  

 

 

Report No.3                       -  Kozhikode District 
 

General 

Sanctioning Authority       -  Addl.Principal Chief Conservator (Development) and         

                                              Chairman, KFDF Research Committee. 

Implementing Agency        - Institution of Foresters Kerala 

Principal Investigator          -      M. S. NAIR 

Date of Agreement             -       09-06-2013 

Area of Study -      Kozhikode District. 

Geographycal extent of the District 2,206 sq.km 

No. of Taluks -  Four 

 

 

PART I  
Chapter   .  I 

 INTRODUCTION  

Objectives  

¶ Arrive at an exhaustive list of Sacred Groves in the District. 

¶ Detailed study of flora and fauna 

¶  Documentation of geographical and legal details. 

¶ Study on Socio-economic and cultural aspects 

¶ Conduct study on ecological status 

Uniqueness 

Á Exhaustive inventory of Sacred Groves. 

Á Creation of a databank on geographical and legal status of sacred groves. 

Á Detailed study on flora. 

Á Documentation of Socio-economic and Cultural aspects. 

Á Mapping SGs providing Id numbers. 
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Methodology 

           Described steps followed in data collection( through publicity , word of mouth 

etc.) and documentation. 

        

Chapter II:   Review of Literature 

            Definition, global scenario, attitude of different religions in the world towards 

sacred groves, Indian scenario, number of SGs, flora and fauna documented earlier 

etc. 

Chapter III  :  Results of Study 

Total numer of SGs district wise, Taluk wise, distribution under different size 

categories.management details. 

 

KOZHIKODE    DISTRCT  

Sl. No. Name of Taluk No. of Sacred Groves Extent (Cents) 

1 Kozhikode       653  Nos.  183.96.Acr.(77.50 ha) 

2 Koilandy       373  Nos.    96.15  ñ    (38.92 ha)  

3 Vadakara       126  Nos    41.68 ñ     (16.87  ha)     

4 Thamarassery        79  Nos     26.4  ñ     (10.68 ha.)       

  Total        1231 Nos. 348.19 Ac. (143.97 ha)   

 

 

Management 

Five main categories identified- 

i. Malabar Devaswam Board. 22  

ii. Public trust- 5 

iii. Public Committee,- 176  

iv. Private- (- Kudumbakavu & Kudumba Trust)- 1027 

                     

Id Numbers to Sacred Groves.(SG) 

   Id numbers have been provided taluk wise- 

Kozhikode KKD/Kkd 1 to 653 

Koilandy                            KKD/K ly 1 to 373 

Vadakara  KKD/Vdk 1 to 126 

Thamarassery  KKD/ Tms 1 to 79 

 

The list of all the SGs have been given serial numbers coming in each taluk 

and details from name, ownership up to North and East co-ordinates. 
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A  Statement giving all other information including management category has 

been attached.  

                    

Mapping- 

         Separate map for each taluk has been prepared showing the location and Id 

numbers of SGs. 

 

 

Chapter  IV :  Composition of Vegetation. 

          Occurrence of important species have been described and rare species seen in  

the SGs have been listed out noting conservation status  

            Trees-, Shrubs- , Climbers-.Herbs-  

. 

 

Chater   V: List of flora in Selected Sacred Groves. 

In all 28 SGs falling in the three regions low land, middle land  and high land- 

have been inspected and prepared by an expert on Botany and Taxonomy . The 

important species identified are tabulated SG wise.  

Chapter   VI:   Frequency distribution of flora. 

             The distribution of plant species in various sacred groves has been analysed 

and tabulated in 24 categories.  

Chapter  VII :    Ecological Status 

 

Vegetation-  Plant diversity with rare Invasive species, Keystone species, 

Natural regeneration, nature of occurrence of species region 

wise, 

Soil condition- Result of soil tests and analysis, soil and water conservation 

discussed. 

Faunal significance- Useful and harmful role of bats, termites, peafowl etc.as could 

be collected with their habits.  

 

Chapter  VI II   :   Social Dimensions of Sacred Groves.   

Sacred Groves falling in different regions totaling 90 numbers were selected 

and the social conditions in relation to the Sacred Groves have been studied. Mainly 

five stake holders have been identified such as, i-Local people, ii. Custodians, iii, 

Priest hood, iv. Shop keepers and v. younger generation. Representatives belonging to 

all the above categories have been contacted with suitable questionnaire and analyzed 

their views. 
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Study revealed that there is a strong network of social system centered around 

sacred groves built on faith on God, customs, harmony and flow of income. It is 

estimated that the following is the minimum effect on socio-economic condition 

annually. 

Communal  harmony and social harmony. 

Development of strong trend in protection of vegetation due to fear of    

God/environmental benefits. 

Employment-Mandays  -2,27952   -  Remuneration- Rs. 603.2  lakhs 

Total  amount generated through various sources-Rs. 2729 .03lakhs. 

Other shop vendors depending on SGs  for their livelihood ï very few.  

 

Chapter IX   :   Socio-Cultural Aspects of Sacred Groves 

This study has covered the belief entertained by devotees on various deities, 

the rituals performed during worship, and different cultural programmes being 

organized in festivals. The role of Astrologers predominant in this region is pointed 

out.  Various prominent folk arts like kolangal, kavoottu, Thirayattam, Theyyam are 

described with illustrations. 

 

Chapter   X  :  Myths & Legends. 

 

           Prepared based on information narrated by custodians and related people. 

 

Chapter  XI   :  Threats and Recommendations 

Regarding threats, intention showed by a few to reduce extent by shifting 

deity, encroachment, disputes on ownership, dumping waste etc. are discussed with 

examples. 

Main recommendations  

   i. Awareness programmes including suggestions to prevent dumping solid waste  

   ii.  Arrangement for fair distribution of grant to deserving custodians,  

   Iii.Production of quality seedlings of selected species,  

   iv.Interference by government to be cautiously done.                   

    v.Conducting research on ecology and carbon sequestration in Sacred Groves 

      Pictures on various sites, activities and plants- 35 plates. 

PART II  

Maps of SGs with Id numbers- taluk wise. 

Detailed statements on Management & Geographical details of SGs - talukwise. 
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Report No.3  

     

Study on  

SACRED GOVES  IN  KOZHIKKODE  DISTRICT  
 

 

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

The existence of sacred groves in India dates back to ancient pre-agrarian 

hunter gathering era and their presence has been documented since early 1800ôs. 

Believing that trees are the abode of deities and ancestral spirits, many communities 

set aside sanctified areas of forest and established rules and customs to ensure their 

protection prohibiting felling trees, killing animals etc. The prevailing belief among 

devotees is that the presiding deities administer punishment to individuals or entire 

community in the form of diseases or crop failure if in case they violate the 

established customs.  As a result of such restrictions and strict adherence to the 

accepted customs by the devotees , several endemic and endangered plant and animal 

species have survived in the sacred groves for so many years since. Sacred groves 

attain religious and holy significance all over. 

The Earth Summit of 1992 emphasized the immediate need for protection and 

conservation of biodiversity. Following that, the approach to biodiversity 

conservation gained revamping image all over the world.   Protection with veneration 

provided to these  patches of forest as Sacred Groves from generations to generations 

all over the world is significant in the sense that the principles of bio-diversity 

conservation had been inbuilt in their management. In India the Biological Diversity 

Act  enacted in 2002, stressed the need for implementing various measurers for bio-

diversity conservation.. In the mean while, the Kerala Forestry Project (1998-2003) 

stressed the need for biodiversity conservation and constituted a Biodiversity Cell in 

Forest Department. The Kerala Forestry Project (1998) proposed the need for long 

term conservation of sacred groves by taking up ecological survey and inventory of 

sacred groves. In addition the project provided for lump sum allocation of grants to 

local communities and religious groups to improve awareness, demarcation, 

protection and enhancement of local practices in Sacred Groves. But even after 17 

years on completion of the project implementation a clear picture as to the spread of 

area under vegetation and the related inventory about the sacred groves was 

lacking.However the present trend of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) in complying 

with the objectives by imbibing the theme is worthy for appreciation. 
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  Protection and Conservation of Sacred Groves is one among the schemes and 

KFD is providing grant to various selected sacred groves under this scheme. For 

implementing such a scheme a database covering inventory with all relevant details is 

very essential in order to obtain financial assistance in the full measure from Central 

Government . Though studies have been undertaken and reports published on sacred 

groves of Kerala by various individuals and organizations, such reports do not cover 

all the relevant details and they cover only part of some aspects, that too in incomplete 

form. It is in this context this project receives warm acceptance at all levels 

concerned. 

This study is aimed at building a data base on the existence of sacred groves in 

Kerala. The work in Thiruvananthapuram District has been completed and report 

submitted in 2013. Against earlier anticipated 100 numbers of sacred groves (SG) it 

finally turned out to be 452. The report on Kollam district submitted in 2015 gives the 

list of 895 against 100 and odd anticipated earlier.  In the same manner in this report 

the total number of sacred groves comes to 1231. Besides taking an inventory on the 

number of SGS available, information on the extent of land under vegetation, 

ownership, legal status, geographical location including GPS data, assigning Id 

number and such other important information find a place in this report. The impact 

of such information on these patches of vegetation which have been surviving since 

long and its socio-ecological scenario would amply help policy makers establish 

guidelines and launch schemes for conservation without interfering with the freedom 

of the custodians..  The absence of such information in the earlier available data 

base over the state qualifies this study a unique venture. 

This report is presented in two parts. Part 1 contains inventory details, study 

on vegetation, ecological aspects and Socio-cultural studies,  along with photographs 

of important sacred groves and plants. Part II comprises various statements on 

location, geographical information, management details and Id numbers computed for 

each sacred grove taluk wise. Maps showing the location of all the SGs   taluk wise 

are also included. 

As already explained, this report is unique in its objectives.  

Objectives 

¶ A comprehensive inventory of sacred groves in Kozhikode District with 

location  

¶ List of flora with analysis on distribution of plant species, 

¶ Identification of important and rare plant species in detail by an expert with 

regard to selected sacred groves. 
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¶ Ecological status   based on field observations and reported facts.  

¶ Assigning ID numbers to all the SGs. 

¶ Preparation of a data base on folklore and folk arts . 

¶ Assess impact of the sacred groves in socio-economic scenario. 

¶ Providing photographs of all important species existing in the SGs 

¶ Mapping SGs taluk wise showing the location of SGs based on GPS readings. 

¶ Locate the threats  being  confronted in conservation of sacred groves. 

¶ Recommendations 

 

METHODOLOGY  

Area of Study  

The project proposal envisages taking up the study in all the 14 districts of 

Kerala. This report covers Kozhikode district. The district stretches along the shore of 

Arabian Sea for a total area of 2,206 sq km and population of 26.137 lakhs.There are 

four taluks viz. Kozhikode, Koilandy, Vadakara and Thamarassery.Thamarassery 

taluk is in the middle belt. In the others most of the area form coastal belt. Annual 

rainfall is 254 cms.  Mean and max. Temperatue is 22
0  and 35

0  respectively.  This area 

lies between Latitudes   N 11
0     

08ô and 11
0     
50ô and Longitudes   E 75

0     
30ô and 76

0    
08ô. 

As regards soil is concerned, coastal belt has sandy loam and in the rest of the 

area is mostly laterite. Low acidity is predominant along coastal belt.
  

Collection of available data 

Before taking up field study a complete list of sacred groves had to be 

obtained. The list of Sacred Groves (SGs) available with   Social Forestry Division 

Kozhikode contained only around 300 numbers.  Hence publicity was given in news 

papers more than once in the district calling for the information from the custodians of 

SGs to locate the SGs. In response to it IFK received more than 200 applications 

giving all the relevant details.  It is after that the field work was started. More 

information started coming during field visit by word of mouth. 

During the course of field work the field team received information locally 

about nearby sacred groves for which no application had been received. Such SGs 

have also been visited and documented. Finally, from available data with Social 

Forestry, publicity in the press and through word of month, the number of sacred 

groves totaled 1231 against the earlier recorded number below 100 in the past.      
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Constitution of Field Team 

One retired Section Forest Officer assisted by a local supporting hand formed 

one field team. Thus there were five such teams. They were provided with necessary 

format for recording details and G.P.S equipment for recording latitudes and 

longitudes. Their work was supervised and checked by two retired ACFs (President 

and Secretary of IFK Kozhikode Chapter) and at random by the senior members of 

the IFK Executive Committee.  

Format for recording data 

A format was designed for the collection of data while visiting a sacred grove 

which proposed to collect information such as - Name of SG, Location, Address of 

custodian, Extent of land under vegetation, Sy. No/ Village, existence of Compound 

wall, Ponds, Fauna locally seen or reported etc. Further, details on inspection would 

carry the vegetation, legal status, information of presiding deity, temples attached 

including other facilities with a brief note on the route to reach the SG from a known 

place and similar essential facts in respect of each grove. 

Supervision of data collection and expenditure    

 The IFK Executive Committee, meeting from time to time, took appropriate 

decisions on expenditure and undertook checking the data collected according to the 

format by making field inspections at random. 

 

Extent of sacred grove 

   The extent of sacred grove is recorded based on the actual area under 

vegetative cover. The documents if any produced by custodian may include the extent 

of temples or other ancillary areas. In such cases the actual area under vegetation is 

taken based on the experience of forest staff. They have also made it mandatory to 

record it in a very conservative manner in order to avoid any distorted figure on the 

higher side. Minimum size is governed by richeness of vegetation and local 

acceptance.Recordng survey no. and other details are done based on information 

provided by persons in charge of the SG. Verification of authentic records if readily 

available only could be done as it was not generally feasible everywhere.  

Legal status 

Legal status was looked into to classify the sacred groves into the following 

categories as could be verified from reliable records or information. (i) Managed by 
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Devaswam Board (ii) Under public Trust, (iii) Under Local Committee (iv) Private 

(includes family trust or kudumba ownership). More details about these will appear in 

the chapter on Sociological Dimensions. 

Documentation of Flora and Fauna 

Generally the field team is conversant with the identification of the species 

and common shrubs. But they have also taken the help of persons conversant with the 

identification of uncommon shrubs and herbs including medicinal plants. In addition 

services of Botany Expert was obtained to identify and  arrive at the complete list  of 

flora in selected sacred groves. He has provided total inventory of plant species in as 

much as 29 selected SGs distributed over all the four taluks and the lists are included 

in the report.  

Mapping 

Location of all the SGs has been marked in maps talukwise based on GPS readings. 

The serial numbers have been allotted village wise. These serial numbers have been 

adopted as Id numbers of the sacred groves.    
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CHAPTER II  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

There is plenty of literature authored by various scholars such as Gaikward, 

Oliver Kind, Dr. Raviprasad Rao,Muhamed Jafer Pilot & Radhakrishnan, Mohan C.N 

& Ganga Prasad, Unnikrishnan ,U. M.Unnikrishna and others on the character and 

status of sacred groves in general which constitute the basis of this chapter partly. In 

addition there are various articles on SGs in other countries available by surfing 

internet. 

The sacred Groves came into existence thousands of years ago and in general 

they are dedicated by local communities to their ancestral spirits or deities. They have 

been defined by many authors like those above and all the definitions carry more or 

less the same meaning. The following are the views that emerge out of their 

contributions. 

According to the above authors Sacred Groves (SG) are a patches of 

vegetation or group of trees protected by the local people through religious and 

cultural practices evolved to minimize destruction. Sacred groves, the community 

based repositories of biological diversity, are segments of landscapes typically 

covering a patch of vegetation with perennial water   resources. They are   patches of 

wilderness conserved owing to their perceived importance attached to a village deity.. 

Sacred grove is an age-old tradition where a patch of forest is dedicated to local 

deities and none is allowed to cut plants or to harm animals. Sacred groves are 

community based monuments of biological diversity. 

Global Scenario 

Sacred Groves (SG) are distributed across the globe and diverse cultures 

recognize them in different ways encoding various rules for their protection .Sacred 

groves associated with religious beliefs were there in many countries from time 

immemorial. Sacred groves have been reported from many countries like Mexico, 

Ghana, Nigeria, China, Syria, Europe and America.  

In the Caucasus Mountains (Russia) each community had its own sacred 

grove. They worshipped these as sanctuaries built among age old trees which were 

never to be cut ( picture Plate- II   ).  

The Greek and Roman landscapes were dotted with many sacred places which 

contain groves of trees and water springs.   Groves were in existence in Greece and 
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Rome long back. The most famous sacred grove in Greece was Oak Grove at 

Dodona. Outside the walls od Athens the site of the Academy was a sacred grove of 

olive trees. 

 Resources from the groves were used for religious purposes.  Animals like 

goats and deer were captured and offered to appease the deity. Trees in the groves 

could be used for building temple. Wood from sacred trees was believed to have 

magical powers when fashioned into statues of gods. This kind of multiple use by 

relaxing strict measures on conservation caused decline of SGs in some parts of 

Europe. One great Druidic grove in south Gaul (Rome) was cleared by Ceaserôs 

troops in an attempt to remove spiritual powers inherent in the grove. There was a 

grove in front of the church in  Weissenbach an der Triesting.( picturePLATE II ) 

In Europe sacred groves survived in the Baltic states longer than in other parts .The 

sacred grove in island Estonia is the one. (See picture  Plate-I ) 

In Tuna a southern province in China, the inhabitants did not dare to touch the 

native mountain forest because of their fear on wrath of God. 

 In Africa, among the Kikuyu  ,groves of Migumu tree are sacred and those 

trees were not to be cut. In these sacred groves, sheeps and goats were sacrificed and 

prayers offered for rain or fine weather or for curing diseases . In Kenya , Kaya a 

sacred forest considered to be an intrinsic source of ritual power and origin of cultural 

identity . It is also a place of prayer for members of a particular ethnic group-

Mijikenda people. The flora was used solely for collection of medicinal plants. 

Cutting and clearing trees were not permitted.   In Nigeria the Osum-Osobgo sacred 

grove containing dense forests is dedicated to fertility god in Yoruba mythology and 

is dotted with shrines and sculptures . This grove was designated as a UNESO World 

Heritage Site in 2005.( picture- Plate-I ) 

In Japan the Seifa-Utaki contains a sacred grove, with rare indigenous trees 

like Kubanoki ( a kind of Palm)  and Yubunikkei( Cinnamomum japonicum)  This is 

UNESCO World Heritage Site of 2003. 

A grove near Leona all the way down a mountain side up to sea was dedicated 

to the goddess Artemis at the instance of Alexander the Great. Artemis was 

considered to be the protector of animals and plants. 

In America-The Bohemian Grove located in California is a privately owned 

sacred grove and in mid July each year they perform symbolic rituals such as 

Cremation of Care.   (  picture- Plate-I  ) 
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Attitude by different Religions in the world 

Due to the rise in dogmatic religions like Christianity and Islam, which 

advocated faith in one God the tradition of maintaining sacred groves and sacred trees 

did not get an unconditional flow of support though sacred groves  exist in many 

countries in some form or other among those religions.  We can still get lot of 

instances to show that this attachment to trees coupled with spiritual beliefs exist 

among different religions also other than Hinduism.  

In the kingdom of Shower in Arabia, tree worship was prevalent in 1860 for 

getting rain. Muslim Persians invoke the spirits supposed to dwell in certain  trees  by 

hanging on the branches , pieces from garments during some ceremonial occasions. 

In Indonesia Ficus bengalensis is considered sacred. They believed the 

existence of holy spirits in the tree which would ensure availability of clean water. 

There is a Parish Church of Weissenbach Treisting in Lower Austria, Europe, 

a grove exists in front of the church. .In Syria there is a grove sacred dedicated to 

Adonis at Afqa. 

Buddha himself gained realization and enlightment under a pipal tree. Buddha 

is reported to have been born in a sacred grove-Lumbinivana-full of Sal trees.(Gadgil 

1985) 

Indian Scenario 

Of course in India the major religion that holds and protects sacred groves is 

Hindism, having several living and non-living elements of nature as objects of 

worship. 

The general belief that sacred groves are maintained by Hindu community 

only  is not fully correct. Other communities also have shown faith in the sacred trees. 

A little Sal forest in Gorahpur is maintained by a Muslim saint ñMian Sahibò . 

Nothing was allowed to be cut except for lighting sacred fire. 

In Kolhapur district there exists a small sacred grove on the land of a Muslim 

peasant. This land was purchased by him from a Brahmin priest in 1962.The Muslim 

peasant observes ñagrosaatò and ñdiwalsaatò ( pre-sowing and post sowing 

ceremonies) at this sacred grove along with adjoining Hindu peasants. 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      9 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

In Murshidabad district (Raghnathgunj town in West Bengal),in a mazaar-a 

pir- is located amidst a grove . On the top of the grave three trees ïneem, mahakal, 

and bel are there which are worshiped by Hindus. 

In the heart of Midnapur city, a sacred grove is  dedicated to a pir called 

Hazrat Balak Shahid Rehmatullah Elachi, who died a few centuries back. There is a 

sacred well inside known as ñSheikh Kuaò. People irrespective of cast or religion 

fetch water from this well as it is believed to have powers to cure diseases. 

In Midnapur itself there is another big sacred grove dedicated to a pir called 

Baro Huzur and the SG is known as ñTapovanò. This is located at Istreegunj on the 

western fringe extending over three acres .Entry is restricted here. Wearing shoes is 

not allowed. Here also there is a sacred pond from where water is considered to have 

power to cure diseases. 

If we take the case of Sabarimala Poonkavanam a typical and extensive sacred 

grove of Lord Ayyappa, holds the legendary association of ñVaver Swamyò a muslim, 

at Erumely which is still in vogue. These facts  stand to reason that sacred grove is not 

alien to communities other than Hindu..    

Number of Sacred Groves 

The total number of sacred groves in any state or region estimated and 

reported is not based on any authentic study. All the reports on the number of SGs go 

by rough estimation as can be seen below.  The rough estimate of the number of 

sacred groves in India is around 14000 with an extent of  about 55000 hectares . 

(Nalinakshan P.K ï 2004). Another statement is that  there are more than 50,000 

sacred groves in India conserving the indigenous flora and fauna for the present and 

future generations. (Induchoodan N.C. Dr:) . It has been estimated that total number 

of sacred groves in the country lie between 100,000 and 150,000 (Malhotra,: 1998)- 

{Kannan C.S. Warrier, Kunhikannan. C & Gunasekharan. T ï 2004}. However the 

overall picture in respect of India as a whole is not a matter of study in this report.But 

this calls for a comprehensive sturdy over the whole country. 

In the beginning of the 19
th
 Century, there were more than 30,000 groves in 

Kerala. A recent survey revealed that only less than 1000 sacred groves exist and 

most of them are less than 10 m
2
 in extent. (Mohanan C.N. & Ganga Prasad.A). . It 

may be mentioned that Ward and Conner (1927) reported about 15,000 sacred groves 

in Travancore and Cochin regions ,of  Kerala. On the other hand, it is estimated  

recently that only 2000 well preserved sacred groves are present in the whole state 
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(Rajendra Prasad, 1995) {Chandrasekhara U.M -2004}. Kerala State is having only 

556 sacred groves preserved with maximum numbers in Kozhikode (148) followed by  

Kasargod (112) and Kannur (67) in the North and Thiruvananthapuram (49) and 

Kollam (48) districts in the South- (Unni P N & Anupama C). According to ENVIS 

Centre on Conservation of Ecological Heritage and sacred Sites of under Govt. of 

India 644 SGs  have been documented in Kerala . As for Kozhikode District the 

estimationon the number of SGs is 22 by Dr. Induchoodan and, 18 by ENVIS Centre. 

The Web Site of Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department adopted the figure -1500 for 

the state (2009). It is evident that there is no reliability in the reports by various 

authors on the projected number of sacred groves as well as the details, and they are 

all far from actual position as can be seen in this study.  

Flora 

The vegetation in sacred groves is generally immensely rich in diversity of 

species depending on the conditions of habitat prevailing in various regions.. Studies 

made so far made till 2004 listed out 805 species of flowering and non-flowering 

plants belonging to 121 families, comprising 673 dycotyledons belonging to 95 

families and 126 monocotyledons belonging to 20families ( Unni P.N. & Anupama -

2004). 

Majority of the species belong to families such as Annonaceae, 

Menispermaceae, Capparidaceae, Malvaceae, Rutaceae, Meliaceae, Vitaceae, Myris 

ticaceae, Fabaceae, Anacardiaceae, Rubiaceae etc. 

Unni. P.N and Anupama have also provided a table listing the above 805 

species in their paper óConservation of sacred groves of Kerala: Need and strategiesô 

presented at the National Workshop on Sacred Groves held in September 2004 at 

Kozhikode. According to Gadgil and Vivek (1976) , sacred groves are the treasure of 

rare and endemic species. Many workers supported this view.  For example, analysis 

of phytogeographical elements of sacred groves of Kerala indicates that 721 species 

(including Gnetum  ula) recorded from the sacred groves 154 are endemic to western 

Ghats  and 33% of them are trees (Induchoodam 1998)-{ Chandrasekhara u.m.2004} . 

Fauna 

Similarly, fauna in the sacred groves have been listed out  .which contain 

Amphibians-3, reptiles 10, and birds 164. This includes 25 species of birds that breed 

in sacred groves. The Sacred groves are the last shelter of the common fauna 

including a variety of insects, reptiles, mammals, birds and micro-organisms. Among 

the animals, a few are enlisted as threatened in India such as the fresh water and 
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terrestrial tortoises, python, monitor lizard, mongoose, palm civet, Nilgiri Languor, 

Slender Loris, several amphibians, reptiles, aves and insects. The Malabar large 

spotted civet presumed to be extinct is reported last from some of the groves in 

Malabar. Birds, including a few migratory ones, select groves for nesting and 

breeding. A phenomenon known as over wintering (staying without going back) 

among winter visitors of birds is also noticed in some of these groves of Kerala. 

(Mohanan C.N. to Ganga Prasasd  A-2004). 

The major fauna of the groves comprise of snakes (cobra, viper and rat snake) 

water hen, toddy cat and mongoose. The pond contains various fishes, tortoise, frog 

and waters snake. (KannanC.S. Warrier, KunhiKannan C  and Gunasekaran T-2004). 

The birds and bats find their natural nesting places in the sacred groves. They, 

in addition to their scavenger role check the insect and pest population. The bird 

droppings rich in phosphorous replenish the phosphorus deficient soil of the region. 

Snake and mongoose find their home in sacred groves. The snake controls the rodent 

population, which if left unchecked will destroy the crops of the locality. The snake   

population is kept under check by the mongoose. Insect fauna, particularity the bees 

make their hives in sacred groves and facilitate the cross pollination of many plants 

species of the locality. (U.M.Chandrashekara-2004) 

Ecological functions. 

According to Rajendraprasad (1995), sacred groves show high porosity and 

low bulk density compared to the soils of nearby areas. He also observed the thick 

litter covers and channels created by soil micro-fauna together enhanced the water 

retention, root system development, gaseous exchange and heat conductance. The role 

of sacred groves as micro-watershed in local area has been recognized by many 

workers. (Chandrashekara U.M.- 2004) 

As an ecosystem, they help in soil, water and nutrient conservation and the 

ponds and streams adjacent to these groves are perennial water sources, which 

adequately explain their hydrological significance, though not evidenced through 

results of scientific investigation. (Unni P.N.& Anupama C-2004) 
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CHAPTER III  

RESULTS OF STUDY 

General                                       

The study revealed that there are 1231 sacred groves covering an extent of 

around 141 ha. of vegetative cover. Out of the four taluks in this district kozhikode 

taluk contain the maximum number namely 653. Minimum is accounted by 

Thamarassery.The extent of SGs varies from less than 3 cents to 24 acres. Those less 

than 3 cents form only 2%. The maximum is in the classe above 10 cents.Most of 

these SGs are confined to the coastal belt with sandy and sandy loam.As regards 

ownership 83 % come under Private ownership. Those under Public trust and 

Devaswam Board are just a few. 

 

AREA WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SACRED GROVES  

 IN KOZHIKODE DISTRICT  

Sl. 

No. 
Area class 

No. of Sacred 

Groves 
Extent (Cents) 

1 Less than 3 Cents    27  Nos.      54 Cents 

2 3 Cents to 5 Cents  298  ,, 1261   ,, 

3 6 Cents to 10 Cents  409  ,, 3504   ,, 

4 11 Cents to 25 Cents  290  ,, 4889   ,, 

5 26 Cents to 50 Cents  112  ,, 4310   ,, 

6 51 Cents to 100 Cents    53  ,, 4402   ,, 

7 101 Cents to 500 Cents    34  ,, 7375   ,, 

8 Above 500 Cents      8  ,, 9025   ,, 

  Total 1231 Nos. 
34820 Cents(348.20Acres) 

(141.00 Ha) 

 

As can be seen in the above table, there are 27 SGs which are below 3 cents. 

They are confined to Kozhikode Taluk. Though very small in extent they have been 

included in this report owing to the importance on various aspects. In (SG No. 

Kkd/2)-Purakkad Bhadrakali Kirathamurthy grove local acceptance is very high as 

seen from the number of devotees and the degree of sanctity and punctuality followed 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      13 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

there. Besides there are very big typical trees like Ficus, Cheru etc even though the 

number is very few. Some others have historical importance. Punathil bhagavathy 

kavu (SG.No.Kkd/26) has only 2 cents under vegetation.It has historical importance.It 

was originally with Hindus. Afterwards it went into the hands of Muslims. The 

Muslims later handed over it to Hindus for proper maintenance. Even festivals are 

organized every year. Sridadan kavu near Beypore (SG No Kkd/64) also has only 2 

cents. This is attached to a temple and Theyyam a rare celebration is conducted here. 

Thus there are some such over riding factors that led us to include them also. Such 

sacred gorves are not likely to vanish in course of time. 

 

TALUK WISE DISTRIBUTION  

 

KOZHIKODE TALUK  (Kkd)  

Sl. 

No. 

Area class No. of Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Less than 3 Cents     27 Nos.    54.00 Cents 

2 3 Cents to 5 Cents   176 Nos.  733.00  .. 

3 6 Cents to 10 Cents   212 Nos 1826.25  ,, 

4 11 Cents to 25 Cents   128 Nos 2048.00 

5 26 Cents to 50 Cents     53 Nos 1913.00  ,, 

6 51 Cents to 100 Cents     34 Nos 2854.00   ,, 

7 101 Cents to 500 Cents     19 Nos 3918.00 

8 Above 500 Cents       4 Nos 5050 .00  ,, 

  Total  653 Nos 18396.25 Cents (183.96  Acres) 

     77.50 Ha. 

 

KOYLANDY TALUK  (Kly)  

Sl. 

No. 

Area class No. of Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Less than 3 Cents Nil   

2 3 Cents to 5 Cents   75 nos   330.00 

3 6 Cents to 10 Cents 134 ,, 1143..50 

4 11 Cents to 25 Cents 110 ,, 1907.00 

5 26 Cents to 50 Cents    32 ,, 1290.00 

6 51 Cents to 100 Cents    13 ,, 1020.00 

7 101 Cents to 500 Cents      7 ,,  1325.00 

8 Above 500 Cents      2 ,,  2600.00 

  Total 373 Nos 9615.50 Cents    (96.15 Acres) 

( 38.92 Ha) 
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VADAKARA TALUK  (Vdk)  

Sl. 

No. 

Area class No. of Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Less than 3 Cents Nil   

2 3 Cents to 5 Cents 23 Nos     96 cents 

3 6 Cents to 10 Cents 40 ,,   328 ,, 

4 11 Cents to 25 Cents 39 ,,   692 ,, 

5 26 Cents to 50 Cents 16 ,,   667 ,, 

6 51 Cents to 100 Cents   1 ,,   100 ,, 

7 101 Cents to 500 Cents   6 ,, 1610 ,, 

8 Above 500 Cents   1 ,,    675 ,, 

  Total 126 Nos 4168 Cents (41.68 Acres) 

(16.87 Ha.) 

 

THAMARASSERY TALUK  (Tms) 

Sl. 

No. 

Area class No. of Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Less than 3 Cents Nil   

2 3 Cents to 5 Cents 24 Nos 102 Cents 

3 6 Cents to 10 Cents 23 ,, 206 ,, 

4 11 Cents to 25 Cents 13 ,, 242 ,, 

5 26 Cents to 50 Cents 11 ,, 440 ,, 

6 51 Cents to 100 Cents 5 ,, 428 ,, 

7 101 Cents to 500 Cents 2 ,, 522,, 

8 Above 500 Cents 1 ,, 700 ,, 

  Total 79 Nos. 2640 Cents (26.40 Acres) 

( 10.68 Ha) 

 

ABSTRACT SHOWING  

CUSTODIAN/MANAGEMENT OF SACRED GROVES  

 

KOZHIKODE TALUK  

Sl. 

No. 

Ownership/Custodian No. of 

Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Sacred Grove Owned by Government 1  No.         60   Cents 

2 Sacred Groves Managed by Devaswam 

Board 

  5 Nos.     3565    . 

3 Sacred Groves Managed by Public Trust 2 Nos         18   ,, 

4 Sacred Groves Managed by Public 

Committees  

       31 Nos     2383   ,, 

5 Sacred Groves Managed by Individuals/ 

Family/Family Trust 

    614 Nos   12370.25  ,, 

  Total 653Nos   18396.25   ,, 
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KOYILANDY TALUK TALUK  

Sl. 

No. 

Ownership/Custodian No. of 

Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Sacred Grove Owned by Government ---- ---- 

2 Sacred Groves Managed by Devaswam 

Board 

4 Nos.   273  Cents 

3 Sacred Groves Managed by Public Trust ---- ---- 

4 Sacred Groves Managed by Public 

Committees  

    103 Nos   4965  ,, 

5 Sacred Groves Managed by Individuals/ 

Family/Family Trust 

     266  ,,   4377.50 

  Total 373 Nos. 9615.50 Cents 

 

VADAKARA TALUK  

Sl. 

No. 

Ownership/Custodian  No. of 

Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Sacred Grove Owned by Government ---- ---- 

2 Sacred Groves Managed by Devaswam 

Board 

13 Nos       770 Cents 

3 Sacred Groves Managed by Public Trust ---- ---- 

4 Sacred Groves Managed by Public 

Committees  

        30 Nos 1176 ,, 

5 Sacred Groves Managed by Individuals/ 

Family/Family Trust 

         83 Nos 2222 ,, 

  Total 126 Nos 4168 cents 

 

THAMARASSERY TALUK  

Sl. 

No. 

Ownership/Custodian No. of 

Sacred 

Groves 

Extent (Cents) 

1 Sacred Grove Owned by Government ---- ---- 

2 Sacred Groves Managed by Devaswam 

Board 

---- ---- 

3 Sacred Groves Managed by Public Trust 3 Nos  94 Cents 

4 Sacred Groves Managed by Public 

Committees  

       12 ,, 521 Cents 

5 Sacred Groves Managed by Individuals/ 

Family/Family Trust 

       64  ,, 2025 Cents 

  Total 79 Nos 2640 Cents 
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CHAPTER IV  

COMPOSITION -VEGETATION  

The  vegetation in sacred groves enjoys a higher level of protection from fire 

besides freedom from biotic interference.It is again the abode of many fauna which 

contribute to its diversity based on soil conditions.An attempt is made in this chapter 

to sum up briefly the various plants growing in a given set of locality factors 

prevailing.. 

Vegetation 

Tree crop- The vegetation has certain distinctive ecological characteristics 

such as clear tiers of trees, shrubs herbs, besides the climbers, epiphytes parasites etc. 

The commonly seen trees in the Sacred Groves are Artocarpus hirsutus, Adenanthera 

pavonina, Alstonia scholaris (Ezhilampala),Caryota urens,Holigarna arnottiana 

(Charu), Hopea ponga (Thambakam), Strychnos nux-vomica (Kanjiram), 

Hydnocarpus pentandra (Marotti), Sterculia balangas (Thondi) etc. Though they are 

common their frequeny of occurrence varies.  Strychnos nux-vomica is found to be the 

most common species.There is abundant representation from Families such as 

Euphorbiaceae, Rubiaceae, Fabaceae, Dipterocarpaceae ,Aracaceae  Menisprmaceae 

and Icanthceae. Icanthceae is one family which comprises quite a number of 

medicinal plants like various specious of Gomphandra, Sarcostigma and Miquelia 

which form the source of a number of derivatives providing rich alternative for 

anticancer compounds..   

 The other species that are found more common than in the southern region of 

Kerala are-Aglaia elaeagnoidea (punyava) , Antidesma ghaesembilla 

(poothiruval),Corypha umbraculifera (kudappana), Cynometra travancorica (koori), 

Dipterocarpus indicus (kalpine) Litsea coriaceae (puttuthala), Falconeria insignis 

(kalmaram), and Syzygium caryophyllatum. The last one shows stunted growth and 

found common on heavy lateritic soil. Rare and threatened trees such as Myristica 

malabarica (Ponnampoovu), Gymnacranthera farquhariana (Undappayin) 

Cynometra travacorica and Syzygium travancoricum (Kulavetti) were also 

enumerated from the Sacred Groves.  

Shrubs 

The diversity among shrubs  are comparatively low. The commonly found 

shrubs are Ixora coccinea (Thetchi), Chassalia ophioxyloides (Vellakurinji), 

Tabernaemontana heyneana (Kundalappala), Memecylon umbellatum (Kasavu), 
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Pavetta indica (Pavetta), Grewia microcos (Kottaka), Leea indica (Njellu), 

Clerodendron infortunatum (Peruvalam) etc. In addition Canthium rheedei having 

anti spasmodic properties etc,  Dichapetalum geloniodes ïa poisonous plant are seen 

in Vallikkattukavu.Flacourtia indica (karimulli) ,Glycosmis pentaphylla (panal), 

Ixora polyantha (kattu thechi),Leea indica (jekku), Some of them are very valuable as 

having medicinal properties. Pavetta indica, Capparis moonii, Clerodendron 

serratum are among these. The last one is used in a number of Ayurvadic preparations 

including as a potential source of chemotherapeutic agent. Nothopegia travancorica 

(avukkaram),Rauvolfia tetraphylla,  Allophyllus serratus, Glycosmis macrocarpa, and 

Rauvolfia tetraphylla  having high medicinal value also add to this stock. 

Climbers 

Occurrence of climbers and herbs is abundant compared to southern districts. 

In many sacred groves the number of climber species vary from 20 to 45. Families 

such as Bignoniaceae, Leguminoceae, Hippocretaceae, Vitaceae and Menispermaceae 

are rich in are rich in climbing plants. The family Menispermaceae contributes very 

important climbers like Coscinium fenestratum (Medicinal & Endangered), 

Anamirtha coculus ,Tinosperma Sp. etc .Coscinium fenestratum  is seen in 

Thechottukavu in Narikuzhi village of Thamarassery Taluk. In addition,  Icnocarpus 

frutescens of Apocynaceae, Bauhinia scandens and B.phoenicea of Caesalpinaceae, 

Dioscoria pentaphylla of Dioscoriceae and Erycibe paniculata of Convolulaceae are 

met with in these sacred groves which explain the richness of biodiversity coupled 

with medicinal properties. 

There are also some plants which grow as free standing shrubs like Croton 

species when they fail to encounter mechanical support for climbing by winding. 

There are number of the climbers that have tendrils like Hugonia mistax, Anamritha 

sp.Cissus sp. etc which go up the top canop of trees and spread. A few climers grow 

as creepers and grow along the darkest part and ultimately get at the trunk of the large 

tree for support. 

Herbs 

The occurrence of very valuable herbs having medicinal properties is worth 

mentioning in this respect.Some of the important herbs are the following- 

i.   Scorparia dulics-Family-Scrophuraliaceae, which ic known as Kallurukki in local 

language, has number of medical applications. It is anti-malarial, anti-ulcer, 
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antipyretic besides possessing aphrodisiac activity and cyto-toxic activity against 

cancer cells.  

ii.   Spermacoce articularis-Rubiaceae family ï(Kudalchurukki) has medicinal uses. 

iii.  Tridax porcumbens ïDaisy family_ (Kummini pacha) has antiviral, antioxidant 

and wound healing powers. 

iv. Anaphyllam wightii-Areaceae-    (Keerikizhangu)- is a tribal medicine used in 

treatment of scabis, as antifungal and as antidote against snake bite.  

v. Lagenendra meeboldii. Araceae- This is a fish feed seen confined to the marshy 

banks of SGs. 

vi. Pentanema indicum-Sunflower family-is again a tribal medicine good for 

abdominal pain, throat disorder, and as oral contraceptive. 

vii. Geophila repens-Rubiaceae-(Karimuthil), is almost a creeper with conspicuous 

red fruits- is an antifungal agent, but edible also. 

 In the SGs existing on coastal region Vatica chinensis-Holigarna arnottiana-

Hydnocarpus pendandra Association could be observed. Other trees such as 

Ficus species like tsjahela or tinctoriaamplissima, Strychnos nuxvomica , Shrubs 

like Ixoracoccinea,Glycosmis pentaphylla, climbers like Cansjera rheedei, Abrus 

pulchellus etc. are there. A typical SG is Poyilkavu in Koilandy Taluk.  

 

 

List of Important Plants  
 

Sl.no Scientific name Common name Remarks 

                 TREES ï 23 

1 Algaia elaeagnoidea Punyava 

Meliaceae 

Fruits edible and 

anticancer- 

Perumana kavu-Vdk-

23-Picture-22 

2 Antidhesma ghaesembilla Poothuruval 

Euphorbiaceae 

Med-Astringent,Root 

& bark  

3 Briedelia retusa Mulluvenga- 

Euphorbiaceae 

  Medicinal 

Thrikotturkavu Kly-

310 

4 Corypha umbraculifera Kudappana-

Arecaceae 

RARE 

Thechottukavu-Tms-

17 

5 Cynometra travancorica Koori-  

Fabaceae 

ENDANGERED 

Thalasiva-Kkd-149 
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6 Diospyros Montana Manjakkara 

Ebenaceae 

Pinnathukavu 

Fruit poisonous 

7 Dipterocarpus indicus Kalpine 

Dipterocarpaceae 

VULNERABLE 

Thalasivakavu-Kkd-

149 

8 Falconeria insignis Kalmaram 

Euphorbiaceae 

Vallikottukavu-Kkd-

578. Picture-20 

9 Ficus tinctoria Itthi 

Moraceae 

 Med-root & bark 

Pinnarathukavu-

Kkd-60 

10 Ficus drupacea Kallal 

Moraceae 

Kakkadathu  kavu-

Kkd-52 

11 Ficus talbotii Kallithi  

Moraceae 

Many med. Uses 

Thekkayil kavu-Kly-

179 ïPicture-24 

12 Gomphandra coriacea Kamlichedi 

Icacinaceae 

Rare-Vallikottukavu-

Kkd-578 

13 Gymnacranthera farquhariana Undapine 

Mristicaceae 

Vallikattukavu-Kkd-

578- Picture-26 

14 Hopea ponga Hopea ponga 

Dipterocaceae 

ENDANGERED 

Thondasserikavu-

Kkd-27 

15 Lannea coromandelica Udhi 

Anacardiaceae 

Pinnathu kavu 

Medicinal 

16 Litsea coriaceae Pattuthali 

Lauraceae 

Vallikottukavu-Kkd-

578, Picture-18 

17 Mastixia arborea Neerkurunnu 

Cornceae 

Vallikottukavu-Kkd-

578 

18 Mesua ferrea Nangu 

Guttifere 

ENDANGERED 

Azhiyurkorathukavu 

Vdk-35, Picture-30 

19 Myristica malabarica Kattujathi 

Myristicaceae 

VULNERABLE 

Vallikattukavu-Kkd-

578, Picture-28 

20 Prunus ceylanica Attanaripongu 

Rosaceae 

Vallikottukavu-Kkd-

578 

21 Scelopyrum pentandrum. Irumulli Vallikottukavu-Kkd-

578, Picture-18 

22 Sterculia guttata Kavalam 

Sterculiaceae 

Kizhoorsiva kavu-

Kly-332 

23 Vatica chinensis Adakkapine 

Dipterocarpaceae 

Poyil kavu 

IUCN-RED LIST-

Picture-27 

           SHRUBS ï 20 

1 Allophylus serratus Mukkannanpezhu 

Sapindaceae 

Vallikattukavu 

Med. Root-Bone 

fracture ,Astringent 

2 Antidesma diandrum Euphorbiaceae Medicinal-dog bite 

Chembottu kavu-Kkd- 
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3 Calicarpa tomentosa Themperuvallam 

Verbinaceae 

  Vallikattukau 

Med-Diuretic 

4 Capparis moonii Cappridaceae Thirumangalathukavu-

Kkd-159 

Pollen-narcotic 

5 Celastrus paniculata Celastraceae Muchikunnu kavu-

Kly-294, Picture-39 

6 Clerodendrum serratum Cheruthekku 

Verbinaceae 

Parokkavu Kkd-42 

Med-TB, Epilepsy 

Picture-36 

7 Cycas circinalis Eenth 

Cycadaceae 

Vallikattu kavu 

Gum-antidote for 

poison 

8 Dichapetalum gelonioides Kattukappikuru 

Dichapetalaceae 

Vallikattukavu , Kkd-

578, Poisonous, 

 Picture-35 

9 Flacourtia indica Karimulli-

Flacourtiaceae 

Perumanakavu-Vda-

23 

Med-Anticancer-Liver 

disorder 

10 Flueggea virosa Perimklavu 

Euphorbiaceae 

Muchukundukavu-

Kly-294 

11 Glycosmis pentaphylla Panal-- Rutaceae Perimanakavu-Vda-23 

Medicinal 

12 Glycosmis macrocarpa ------do-- VULNERABLE 

13 Ixora polyantha Kattuchethi 

Rubiaceae 

Endemic 

Medicinal 

14 Leea indica Njekku 

Leeaceae 

Vallikattukavu-Kkd-

578 Med-Soporific 

15 Memecylon randerianum Kaikkathetty 

Melastomaceae 

Do 

16 Nothopegia travancorica Avukaram 

Anacardiaceae 

Vallikattukavu,Kkd-

578, Picture-43 

 

17 Pavetta tomentosa Pavetta 

Alangioceae 

Rare-Thalasiva kavu-

Kkd-149 

18 Pseuderanthemum malabaricum Acantheceae  

19 Rauvolfia tetraphylla Pambukolli 

Acantheceae 

Kakkadathu kavu 

20 Triumfetta rhomboidea Ottikai 

Tiliaceae 

Medicinal 

Muchikunnu-Kly-294 

Picture-46 

 CLIMBERS - 25 

1 Abrus pulchellus Valia- 

kattumuthira 

Fabaceae 

Poyilkavu- Kly-42 

Picture-61 

2 Ancistrocladus heyneanus Modiravalli 

Ancistrcladiaceae 

Vallikattukavu 
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3 Bauhinia phoenicea Vallimandaram 

Caesalpinoceae 

Gurukal kavu-Kly-

311, Picture-48ó 

4 Bauhinia scadens Pambu vally 

do 

Vallikattue kavu 

Kkd-578. Picture-47 

5 Bomania semidigyna Convolvulaceae Picture-55 

6 Briedelia stipularis Cherupanachi 

Euophorbiacea 

Parokkavu 

Med- Asthama 

7 Canjeera rheedii Opiliaceae Picture-49 

8 Coscinium fenestratum  Maramanjal-

Menispermaceae 

CRITICALLY  

ENDANGERED- 

Thechottukavu.Tms 

9 Cyclea peltata Malathangi 

Menispermaceae 

 Medicinal-liver 

complaints-Leprosy 

Thechottukavu-Tms-

17ñ 

10 Cajanus scarabaeoides Kattumuthira 

Fabaceae 

Vallikkottukavu 

11 Cassytha filiformis Moodillathali 

Lauraceae 

Sree kattil 

kariathankavu  

12 Cissus discolar Njerinampuli 

Vitaceae 

Vallikkottukavu 

13 Dioscoria pentaphylla Chavalikizhangu 

Dioscoreacea 

DO-Narcotic & 

tonicó 

14 Erycibe paniculata Iruandavalli, 

Convolvulaceae, 

Medicinaló 

Azhiyurkorath-Vdk-

35 

15 Embelia tsjeriam-cottam Ammimuriyan 

Myrcinaceae 

Poyilkavu-Kly-42 

16 Gnetum edule Karuthodal 

Gnetaceae 

 Do 

Picture-62 

17 Ichnocarpus frutescens Palvalli, 

Apocynaceae 

Parokkavu 

18 Lygodium scandens  Naippally Poyilkavu 

19 Phyllanthes reticulates Neeroli 

Euophorbiaceae 

Parokkavu 

20 Solena amplexiacaulis Kuruvikizhangu 

Curcubitaceae 

  Rare- 

Parokavu-Kkd-42 

21 Spathalobus parviflorus Adambuvalli Chimmanath 

Paradevatha kavu-

249  

22 Trichosanthes tricuspidata Kozhikundalam-

Curcurbitaceae 

Pinnarathukavu, 

Med-Leprosy 

23 Tetrastigma leucostaphylum Vitaceae Vallikkattukavu 

24 Tinospora sinensis Pothamruthu 

Menispermaceae 

  Do  ó 

 

25 

Tylophora indica Vallipala 

Asclepiadaceae 

  Do 
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HERBS -  19 

1 Anaphyllum wightii Keerikizhangu 

Aracaea 

Vallikottukkavu 

Tribal medicine 

2 Achyranthes aspera Kadalaadi 

Amaranthaceae 

Thechottu 

palliyarkotta, 

Med-piles & many 

3 Aerva lanata Cheroola 

Amaranthaceae 

Medicinal   ñ 

4 Andrographis paniculata Kiriyaathu 

Acanthaceae 

Perumpallikavu 

Medicinal 

5 Crotelaria retusa Kilukilukki  

Papilionaceae 

Perumpallikavu 

Med-Scabies   ñ 

6 Centotheca lappaceae Graminaceae  Poyil kavu 

7 Cyathula prostrata Cherukadaladi, 

Amaranthaceae 

Medicinal 

Perumanakavu-Vdk-

23, Picture-74 

8 Geophila repens Karimuthil 

Rubiaceae 

Med-Dysentry-

Thrikkottur-Kly-310 

Picture-68 

9 Emilia sonchifolia Muyalchevian-

Compositae 

Thechottukavu -17 

Medicinal 

10 Ipomoea aquatica Kozhuppa 

Convolvlaceae 

  Chembottukavu-

Kkd-186 

11 Lagenandra toxicaria Karash 

-Aracaceae 

 Vallikkottukavu-

Poisonous/ 

Insecticidal 

12 Lagenandra meeboldii Aracaceae Fish feed 

Picture-64 

13 Microstachys chamaelea Njettavanakku 

Euphorbiaceae 

Thondasserykavu, 

Pantheerankavu 

14 Narengima alata Nilanarakam-

Meliaceae 

Parokkavu- 

Medicinal 

15 Pentanema indicum Kammalchedi 

Compositae 

Vallikkottukavu 

Picture-65 

16 Phaulopsis imbricata Acantheceae Perumana-Vdk-

23Picture-72 

17 Scoparia dulcis Kallurukki-

Scrophularaceae 

Thachottukavu-17 

Medicinal 

Picture-69 

18 Spermacoce articularis Kudalchurukki-

Rubiaceae 

   Medicinal 

Kaliumveli-Vdk-12 

19 Tridax porcumbens Kumminipachha 

Compositae 

Karimalakavu, 

Balussery,Picture-71 

 

 

 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      23 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of SGs under Detailed Flora Inventory showing page no.s 

                                 (List of plants given below) 

 
Name Id.no Page 

. 

 Name Id.no. Page. 

 

1.Azhiyurkorath 

Vdk-35 24  16.Thekkayil kavu Kly-179 71 

 

2.Karimala kavu 

 27  17.Thrikottur kavu Kly-300 73 

 

3.Kizhoor kavu 

Kly-332 31  18.Thirumangalam 

kavu 

Kkd-

159 

74 

 

4.Muchukunnu kavu 

Kly-294 32  19.Thondassery kavu Kkd-27 76 

 

5.Nellikavu 

Kkd-

495 

35  20.Vallikattukavu Kkd-

578 

81 

 

6.Parokavu 

Kkd-42 37  21.Vallayikode kavu Kkd-59 87 

 

7.Peralam kavu 

Kkd-

158 

40  22.Vengerikavu Kkd-

517 

89 

 

8.Perumana kavu 

Vdk-23 46  23.Chimmanathukavu Kkd-

249 

90 

 

9.Perumballikavu 

Kkd-

323 

49  24.Kakkadathukavu Kkd-52 93 

10.Pinnarathukavu 

 

Kkd-60 53  25.Chembakottukavu Kkd-

189 

94 

 

11.Plavil illam 

 56  26.Gurukkankavu Kly-311 99 

 

12.Poyil kavu 

Kly-42 57  27.Kaliyamvelil kavu Vdk-12 101 

 

13.Kariyathan kavu 

Kkd-

412 

59  28.Thalasiva kavu Kkd-

149 

103 

 

14.Thazhepurackal 

Kkd-

326 

61     

 

15.Thechttukavu 

Tms-17 66     

 

 

. 
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CHAPTER  V 

Detailed List of Plants in Selected Groves 

As many as 28 sacred groves existing in different taluks have been selected for 

detailed survey by taxonamist and the result is tabulated in to trees, shrubs, climbers 

and herbs in respect of each SG as given below.  

 

1. Azhiyurkorath Nagaraja Temple, Kozhikode (Vdk-35) 

                         

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

3.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

4.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

5.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

6.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Karuva 

7.  Ficus benghalensis Tree Peral 

8.  Ficus drupacea Thunb. var. 

pubescens 

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Manja aal 

9.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayal 

10.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Charu 

11.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

12.  Hydnocarpus pentandra 

(Hydnocarpus wightiana) 

Tree Marotti 

13.  Lannea coromandelica Tree Karasu, Udhi 

14.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettithaali 

15.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

16.  Mesua ferrea Tree Churuli 

17.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

18.  Olea dioica Tree Idala 
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19.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

20.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

21.  Syzygium caryopyllatum Tree Cherunjaval 

22.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

23.  Trema orientalis Tree Amathali, Pottama 

24.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

25.  Anitdesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

26.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Mula, Illi  

27.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

28.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

29.  Chromolaena odorata 

(Eupatorium odoratum) 

Shrub Communistpaccha 

 

30.  Cycas circinalis Shrub Eenth 

31.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Panal 

32.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Valermani 

33.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

34.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 

35.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuruva 

36.  Murraya koenigii Shrub Kariveppu 

37.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari, Pulipatcha 

38.  Nyctanthes arbortristis Shrub Pavizhamulla 

39.  Syzygium zeylanicum Shrub Poochapazham 

40.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonampala 

41.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Ottukai 

42.  Acampe paremorsa Herb Maravazha 

43.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadaladi 

44.  Canscora diffusa Herb Jeerakapullu 

45.  Capillipedium assimile Herb  

46.  Cyathula prostrate Herb Cherukadaladi 

47.  Desmodium triquetrum Herb Ammaivettila 

48.  Eleusine indica Herb  

49.  Hyptis suaveolens Herb Nattapoochedi 

50.  Ischaemum indicum Herb  

51.  Justicia procumbens Herb  

52.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavadi 

53.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

54.  Oplismenus compositus Herb  

55.  Pennisetum pedicellatum Herb  
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56.  Pennisetum polystachyon Herb Pothapullu 

57.  Phaulopsis imbricate Herb  

58.  Scleria parvula Herb  

59.  Sida acuta Herb Malamkurunthotti 

60.  Spermacoce latifolia Herb Tharavu chedi 

61.  Zingiber nimmonii  

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 

62.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattukunni 

63.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

64.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

65.  Centrosema molle 

(Centrosema pubescens) 

Climber Kattupayar 

66.  Cissus heyneana Climber  

67.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

68.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

69.  Dioscorea wallichii Climber  

70.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

71.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

72.  Ipomoea mauritiana 

(Ipomoea palmata) 

Climber Palmuthakku 

73.  Ipomoea triloba Climber  

74.  Jasminum coarctatum 

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

75.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

76.  Lygodium scandens Climber Polivalli, Naippalli 

77.  Merremia umbellate Climber Koravalli 

78.  Mimosa invisa Climber Anathottavadi 

79.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

80.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

81.  Rourea minor Climber Kooriel 

82.  Salacia fruticosa Climber Ponkorandi 

83.  Sarcostigma kleinii Climber Velutha Odal 

84.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

85.  Tetrastigma leucostaphylum Climber  

86.  Tiliacora acuminate Climber Vallikanjiram 

87.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

88.  Zanonia indica Climber Peenarvalli 

89.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 

90.  Erycibe paniculata Cimber Erumathali 
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2. Karimala Kaavu, Balussery, Kozhikode 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchaadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

4.  Ailanthus triphysa Tree Matti 

5.  Alangium salvifolium Tree Ankolam 

6.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampala 

7.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

8.  Antiaris toxicaria Tree Maravuri 

9.  Antidesma bunius Tree Araporiyan 

10.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

11.  Aporosa acuminate Tree Neervetti 

12.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

13.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

14.  Artocarpus hirsutus Tree Ayani, Aanjili 

15.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vankana, Vallabham 

16.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

17.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Ilavangam 

18.  Cipadessa baccifera Tree Potti 

19.  Cocos nucifera Tree Tengu 

20.  Cynometra travancorica Tree Koori 

21.  Diospyros paniculata Tree Karimaram 

22.  Diospyros peregrine Tree Panachhi 

23.  Dipterocarpus indicus Tree Vella-ayani, Kalpayin 

24.  Elaeocarpus tuberculatus Tree Kaaramaram 

25.  Ficus benghalensis Tree Peraal 

26.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

27.  Gliricidia sepium Tree Sheemakkonna 

28.  Glochidion zeylanicum Tree Nellikkaappuli 

29.  Grewia tiliifolia Tree Chadachhi/Chaliru 

30.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

31.  Hopea parviflora Tree Irumbakam 

32.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

33.  Lagerstroemia microcarpa Tree Venthekku 

34.  Lepisanthes tetraphylla Tree Kulappunna 

35.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettitthali 

36.  Mallotus philippensis Tree KuranguManjal 

37.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

38.  Memecylon randerianum Tree Kaasavu 
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39.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

40.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

41.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyaani 

42.  Plumeria rubra Tree ChuvannaChempakam 

43.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

44.  Santalam album Tree Chandanam 

45.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

46.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

47.  Scleropyrum pentandrum Tree Irumulli 

48.  Sterculia guttata Tree Peenaari 

49.  Stereospermum colais Tree Paathiri 

50.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

51.  Syzygium caryophyllum Tree Cherunjaara 

52.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaaval 

53.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

54.  Terminalia bellirica Tree Thaanni 

55.  Terminalia catappa Tree Badaam 

56.  Terminalia chebula Tree Kadukka 

57.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 

58.  Wrightia tinctoria Tree Kambippaala 

59.  Xanthophyllum arnottianum Tree Mottal 

60.  Xylia xylocarpa Tree Irul 

61.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

62.  Allophylus serratus Shrub Mukkannapezhu 

63.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aasarippuli 

64.  Briedelia stipularis Shrub Kanjikkottam 

65.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

66.  Canthium coromandelicum Shrub Kaaramullu 

67.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Karinkaara 

68.  Catunregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

69.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

70.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Pacha 

71.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

72.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

73.  Dendrocalamus strictus Shrub Mula 

74.  Dendrophthoe falcate Shrub Itthikkanni 

75.  Duranta erecta Shrub Velipoo 

76.  Ecbolium ligustrinum Shrub Odiyamaadantha 

77.  Fagraea ceilanica Shrub Modakam 

78.  Falcourtia indica Shrub Aghori 

79.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

80.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

81.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikkotta 

82.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 
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83.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis  Shrub Chemparathi 

84.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

85.  Ixora finlaysoniana Shrub Vellathetchi 

86.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

87.  Leea indica Shrub Njallu/Erattayani 

88.  Maesa indica Shrub Kaattuvizhaal 

89.  Meineckia parvifolia Shrub - 

90.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kayaampoo 

91.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

92.  Nerium oleander Shrub Arali 

93.  Pogostemon purpurascens Shrub Thrijada 

94.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Karuvalli, Koranti 

95.  Premna serratifolia Shrub Munja 

96.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

97.  Strobilanthes ciliatus Shrub Cherukurunji 

98.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

99.  Vitex negundo Shrub Karinochhi 

100.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravaazha 

101.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

102.  Aerva lanata Herb Cheroola 

103.  Amorphophallus paeoniifolius Herb Kaattuchena 

104.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kiriyaattha 

105.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

106.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

107.  Centotheca lappacea Herb - 

108.  Colocasia esculenta Herb Kaattuchembu 

109.  Corotalaria retusa Herb Kilukilukki  

110.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

111.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

112.  Curcuma amada Herb MaagaInchi 

113.  
Curcuma aurantiaca 

(Curcuma ecalcarata) 

Herb - 

114.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

115.  Dendrobium aphyllum Herb - 

116.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Orila 

117.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalcheviyan 

118.  Eranthemum capense Herb - 

119.  Hypolytrum memorum Herb - 

120.  Laportea interrupta Herb Choriyanam 

121.  Leucas stricta Herb Thumba 

122.  Luisia tristis Herb - 

123.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavaadi 

124.  Molineria trichocarpa Herb Nilappana 

125.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

126.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 
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127.  Peperomia pellucida Herb Mashitthandu 

128.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezhaarnelli 

129.  Piper longum Herb Thippali 

130.  Rhynchostylis retusa Herb Maravaazha 

131.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurunthotti 

132.  Tridax procumbens Herb Kumminippachha 

133.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurunthal 

134.  Xenostegia tridentate Herb Thalaneeli, Prasarani 

135.  Zingiber zerumbet Herb Malayinchi 

136.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

137.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

138.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

139.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollavalli 

140.  
Artabotrys hexapetalus Climber Manoranjini/Madanakaam

eswari 

141.  Bauhinia phoenicea Climber  Vallimandaaram 

142.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaanji 

143.  Cardiospermum halicacabum Climber Uzhinja 

144.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillatthaali 

145.  Cissus discolour Climber Njerinjaampuli 

146.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnaambuvalli 

147.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankupushpam 

148.  Combretum latifolium Climber  Pee-ula 

149.  Coscinium fenestratum Climber Maramanjal 

150.  Cyclea peltata Climber Paadakkizhangu 

151.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnumvalli 

152.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

153.  Grewia heterotricha Climber - 

154.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

155.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannaari 

156.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattupichhakam 

157.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kaattumulla 

158.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

159.  Kamettia caryophyllata Climber Narumarathivu 

160.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

161.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

162.  Salacia chinensis Climber Cherukoranti 

163.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelaanchi 

164.  Tiliacora acuminate Climber Vallikkaanjiram 

165.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

166.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakkakkakkodi 

167.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthudali 

168.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Vanthudali 
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           3.  Kizhur Shi va temple, Kozhikode (Kly-332) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

3.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

4.  Chukrasia tabularis  Tree Chuvannakil 

5.  Leucaena leucocephala Tree Ipilippil  

6.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elenji 

7.  Olea dioica  Tree Idala 

8.  Pajanelia longifolia Tree Azhantha 

9.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

10.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

11.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

12.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappayin 

13.  Bauhinia acuminata   Shrub Mandaram 

14.  Cycas circinalis  Shrub Eenth 

15.  Pedilanthus tithymaloides  Shrub Thathammachedi 

16.  Dipteracanthus prostrates Herb Velipadakkam 

17.  Piper longum Herb Thippali 

18.  Zingiber nimmonii 

(Zingiber cernnum)  

Herb Malayinchi 

19.  Cansjera rheedei  Climber  

20.  Cayratia pedata Climber Chorivalli 

21.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

22.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

23.  Tiliacora acuminata  Climber Vallikanjiram 

24.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

25.  Ziziphus oenoplia  Climber Cheruthodali 
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4. Muchukunnu Kotta yil Temple Kavu, Kozhikode (Kly-294) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

3.  Briedelia retusa Tree Mullenkaini 

4.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

5.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

6.  Celtis timorensis 

(Celtis cinnamomea) 

Tree Bhuthiyunarthi  

Poochakkurumaram 

7.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

8.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Karuva 

9.  Diospyros candolleana Tree Karimaram 

10.  Ficus amplissima Tree Chela 

11.  Ficus hispida Tree Parakam 

12.  Ficus sp. Tree  

13.  Gmelina arborea Tree Kumizhu 

14.  Haldina cordifolia Tree Manjakadambu 

15.  Holoptelia integrifolia Tree Aavel 

16.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

17.  Hydnocarpus pentandra 

(Hydnocarpus wightiana) 

Tree Marotti 

18.  Lannea coromandelica Tree Karasu, Udhi 

19.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettithaali 

20.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta, Thodukanni 

21.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

22.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

23.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

24.  Olea dioica Tree Idala 

25.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 
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26.  Syzygium caryopyllatum Tree Cherunjaval 

27.  Terminalia paniculata Tree Maruthu 

28.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkapayin 

29.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 

30.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

31.  Flueggea virosa Shub Perinklavu 

32.  Anitdesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

33.  Atalantia racemosa Shrub Kaattunarakam 

34.  Benkara malabarica  Shrub Cholakara 

35.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

36.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

37.  Chromolaena odorata 

(Eupatorium odoratum) 

Shrub Communistpaccha 

 

38.  Cycas circinalis Shrub Eenth 

39.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Panal 

40.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

41.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 

42.  Ixora malabarica Shrub  

43.  Leea indica Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

44.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari 

45.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Koranti pazham 

46.  Syzygium zeylanicum Shrub Poochapazham 

47.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonampala 

48.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Ottukai 

49.  Acampe paremorsa Herb Maravazha 

50.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadaladi 

51.  Canscora diffusa Herb Jeerakapullu 

52.  Cyathula prostrata Herb Cherukadaladi 

53.  Cymbidium aloifolium Herb Maravazha 

54.  Desmodium triquetrum Herb Ammayivettila 

55.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

56.  Oplismenus compositus Herb  

57.  Zingiber nimmonii  

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 
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58.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

59.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

60.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam 

61.  Briedelia stipularis 

(Briedelia scandens) 

Climber Cherukapanachi  

Kanjikottam 

62.  Calycopteris floribunda  Climber Pullani 

63.  Canavalia sp. Climber  

64.  Cissus heyneana Climber  

65.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

66.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukatchil 

67.  Dioscorea wallichii Climber  

68.  Diploclisia glaucescens Climber Vattavalli 

69.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

70.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

71.  Ipomoea mauritiana 

(Ipomoea palmata) 

Climber Palmuthakku 

72.  Jasminum coarctatum 

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

73.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

74.  Marsdenia sp. Climber  

75.  Mikania micrantha Climber Dhrirashtrapaccha, Vayara 

76.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

77.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

78.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

79.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

80.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

81.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali  
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5. Nellikkavu Bhagavathy Temple Kavu, Kozhikode (Kkd-495) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Albizia saman  

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, 

Rain tree 

3.  Antiaris toxicaria  Tree Maravuri 

4.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

5.  Cassia fistula  Tree Kanikonna 

6.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

7.  Croton oblongifolius  Tree Somarayam 

8.  Ficus religiosa  Tree Arayal 

9.  Holigarna arnottiana  Tree Charu, Cheru 

10.  Hydnocarpus pentandra  Tree Marotti 

11.  Mallotus philippensis  Tree Kurangumanjal 

,Sindooram 

12.  Mangifera indica  Tree Mavu 

13.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elengi 

14.  Sapindus trifoliatus  Tree Pasakotta, 

Soapinkaimaram 

15.  Sterculia guttata  Tree Kavalam 

16.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

17.  Tectona grandis  Tree Thekku 

18.  Alstonia scholaris  Tee Ezhilam pala 

19.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

20.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvalam 

21.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana  

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari 

22.  Acampe praemosa  Herb Maravazha 

23.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 
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24.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

25.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam 

26.  Asparagus racemosus  Climber Sathavari 

27.  Calycopteris floribunda  Climber Pullani 

28.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

29.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

30.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

31.  Dioscorea pentaphylla  Climber Chavalikizhangu 

32.  Ichnocarpus frutescens  Climber Parvalli 

33.  Jasminum coarctatum  

(Jasminum rottlerianum)  

Climber Kattumulla 

34.  Pothos scandens  Climber Varivalli  

35.  Tiliacora acuminata  Climber Vallikkanjiram 

36.  Tinospora sinensis  Climber Pothamruthu 
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6. Parokkavu, Chemmalathur, Kozhikode (Kkd -42) 

 

No Scientific name Habit  Local name 

1.  Acacia auriculiformis Tree Acacia 

2.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

3.  Aporosa cardiosperma 

(Aporosa lindleyana) 

Tree Vetti 

4.  Bombax ceiba Tree Mullilavu 

5.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

6.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

7.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

8.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vayana 

9.  Falconeria insignis Tree Kalmaram, Pattaruppala 

10.  Ficus arnottiana Tree Kallarayal 

11.  Ficus drupacea var. pubescens 

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Kallal 

12.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Charu, Cheru 

13.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

14.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

15.  Macaranga petlata Tree Vatta 

16.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram,  

Kurungumanjal 

17.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

18.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elengi 

19.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

20.  Phyllanthus emblica Tree Nelli 

21.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

22.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

23.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam, Pottakavalam 

24.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

25.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaaval 

26.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      38 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

27.  Xylia xylocarpa Tree Irul, Irumullu 

28.  Allophylus serratus  Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

29.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

30.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

31.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvalam 

32.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

33.  Fagraea ceilanica Shrub Modakam 

34.  Glycosmis mauritiana Shrub Panal 

35.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Valermani 

36.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Chuvannathetchi 

37.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuruva 

38.  Leea indica Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

39.  Memecylon randerianum Shrub Kaikkathetti 

40.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kasavu, Kayampoo 

41.  Pavetta indica Shrub Pavetta 

42.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Koranti 

43.  Premna serratifolia Shrub Munja 

44.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonampala 

45.  Bulbophyllaum sterile Herb  

46.  Curcuma coriacea Herb Kattumanjal 

47.  Curcuma zanthorrhiza  Herb Manjakkova 

48.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

49.  Microstachys chamaelea  

(Sebastiana chamlaea) 

Herb Njettavankku 

50.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

51.  Phyllanthus rheedei Herb Keezharnelli 

52.  Phyllanthus virgatus Herb  

53.  Zingiber cernnum Herb Malayinchi 

54.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum 

Climber Kuthirapazhan 

55.  Briedelia stipularis  

(Briedelia scandens) 

Climber Cherupanachi,  

Kanjikottam 
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56.  Cajanus scarabaeoides 

(Atylosia scarabaeoides) 

Climber  

57.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullani 

58.  Cansjeera rheedei Climber  

59.  Chonemorpha fragrans Climber Perumkurumba 

60.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

61.  Cissus sp. Climber  

62.  Cyclea peltata Climber Malathangi 

63.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

64.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

65.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

66.  Erycibe paniculata Climber Irumbanvalli  

67.  Gnetum edule  Climber Karuthodal 

68.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

69.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

70.  Morinda reticulate Climber Neyvalli 

71.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

72.  Phyllanthus reticulates 

(Kirganelia reticulata) 

Climber Neeroli 

73.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

74.  Rourea minor Climber Kooriel 

75.  Solena amplexicaulis Climber Kuruvikizhangu, 

Kakkarikka 

76.  Strychnos minor Climber Vallikanjiram 

77.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

78.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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7. Peralam Kaavu, Kovoor, Medical College, No.Kkd-158 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchaadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Alangium salvifolium Tree Ankolam 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Antidesma bunius Tree Araporiyan 

7.  Antidesma ghaesembilla Tree Arinelli  

8.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

9.  Areca catechu Tree Kavungu 

10.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Paarakam 

11.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vankana, Vallabhavam 

12.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

13.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikkonna 

14.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Ilavangam 

15.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

16.  Cordia wallichii Tree Virimaram 

17.  Corypha umbraculifera Tree Kodappana 

18.  Elaeocarpus tuberculatus Tree Kaaramaram 

19.  Ficus exasperata Tree Kaattatthi 

20.  Ficus hispida Tree  

21.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

22.  Gliricidia sepium Tree Sheemakkonna 

23.  Grewia tiliifolia Tree Chadachhi 

24.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

25.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta, Thodukanni 

26.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Kurangu Manjal 

27.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

28.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

29.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

30.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyaani 

31.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna Chempakam 

32.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

33.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

34.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 
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35.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

36.  Stereospermum colais Tree Paatthiri 

37.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanajiram 

38.  Swietenia macrophylla Tree Mahogani 

39.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjara 

40.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

41.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

42.  Terminalia bellirica Tree Thaanni 

43.  Terminalia catappa Tree Badaam 

44.  Terminalia paniculata Tree Marthu 

45.  Thespesia populnea Tree Poopparutthi 

46.  Trema orientalis Tree Plaavu 

47.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappayin 

48.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adkkappayin 

49.  Wrightia arborea Tree Mylampaala 

50.  Xanthophyllum arnottianum Tree Mottal, Madakka 

51.  Zhanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

52.  Alstonia venenata Shrub Kuttippaala 

53.  Artemisia nilagarica Shrub Makkippovu 

54.  Baliospermum montanum Shrub Naagadanthi 

55.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Illi,Mula  

56.  Barleria prionitis Shrub Manjakanakaambaram 

57.  Bauhinia acuminata Shrub Veluttha Mandaaram 

58.  Bixa orellana Shrub Sindooram 

59.  Blepharistemma serratum Shrub Neerkurunda 

60.  Caesalpinia pulcherrima Shrub Raajamalli 

61.  Calotropis gigantea Shrub Erikku 

62.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

63.  Canthium coromandelicum Shrub Kaaramullu 

64.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Edali 

65.  Catunaregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

66.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

67.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Pachha 

68.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

69.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

70.  Datura metel Shrub Ummaam 

71.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 
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72.  Derris scandens Shrub Ponnumvalli 

73.  Duranta erecta Shrub Velipoo 

74.  Ecbolium viride Shrub Neela Karimkurinji 

75.  Falcourtia indica Shrub Aghori 

76.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

77.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

78.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikkotta 

79.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachhakam 

80.  Hibiscuss rosa-sinensis Shrub Chemparatthi 

81.  Hyptis suaveolens Shrub Naatappoochedi 

82.  Ipomoea carnea ssp. fistulosa Shrub - 

83.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

84.  Ixora javanica Shrub Asokathecthi 

85.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuravu 

86.  Justicia beddomei Shrub Chittaadalodakam 

87.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

88.  Lantana camara Shrub Arippoo, Poochedi 

89.  Leea indica Shrub Njellu, Njekku 

90.  Maesa indica Shrub Kaattuvizhaal 

91.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellia 

92.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenaari/Pulippachha 

93.  Pavetta indica Shrub Paavetta 

94.  Polyalthia korintii  Shrub Karuvalli, Koranti 

95.  Premna serratifolia Shrub Munja 

96.  Pseudarthria viscida Shrub Moovila 

97.  Pseuderanthemum malabaricum Shrub Chuttimulla 

98.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarppagandhi 

99.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

100.  Scaevola sericea Shrub Bhadraaksham 

101.  Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Shrub Kadappananth 

102.  Thevetia peruviana Shrub Manja Arali 

103.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

104.  Woodfordia fruticosa Shrub Thattirippoovu 

105.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravaazha 

106.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

107.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 
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108.  Amaranthus tricolor Herb Cheera 

109.  Amorphophallus commutatus Herb Kaattuchena 

110.  Amorphophallus paeniifolius Herb Kaattuchena 

111.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kririyaatth 

112.  Anisomeles indica Herb Karimthumba 

113.  Arisaema tortuosum Herb - 

114.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

115.  Bryophyllum pinnatum Herb Ilamulachhi 

116.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

117.  Centotheca lappacea Herb - 

118.  Cleome rutidosperma Herb Neelavela 

119.  Colocasia esculenta Herb Kaattuchembu 

120.  Conyza bonariensis Herb Venapachha 

121.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

122.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

123.  Curcuma amada Herb Maangainchi 

124.  Curcuma longa Herb Manjal 

125.  Curcuma zanthorrhiza Herb Manjakkoova 

126.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

127.  Dendrobium aphyllum Herb - 

128.  Dendrobium ovatum Herb Unnesappovu, Vella 

Maravaazha 

129.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Oorila 

130.  Desmodium heterocarpon Herb Nilathuvara 

131.  Desmodium triflorum Herb Nilamparanda 

132.  Elephantopus scaber Herb Anachhuvadi 

133.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalchheviyan 

134.  Geophila repens Herb Karimutthil 

135.  Hypolytrum nemorum Herb - 

136.  Impatiens minor Herb Kaasitthumba/Cheruthumba 

137.  Ipomoea aquatica Herb Kozhuppa 

138.  Kyllinga nemoralis Herb  

139.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

140.  Microstachys chamaelea Herb Njettaavanakku 

141.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottaavaadi 

142.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

143.  Nervilia aragoana Herb Orilatthaamara 
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144.  Nymphaea nouchali Herb Ambal 

145.  Nymphoides hydrophylla Herb Neyyambal 

146.  Ocimum gratissimum Herb Raamathulasi 

147.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 

148.  Peperomia pellucida Herb Mashitthandu 

149.  Persicaria chinensis Herb Thiruthaani 

150.  Phyllanthus  virgatus Herb Keezharnelli 

151.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezhaarnelli 

152.  Phyllanthus urinaria Herb Chuvanna Keezhaarnelli 

153.  Pistia stratiotes Herb Muttappaayal 

154.  Rhinacanthus nasutus Herb Naagamulla 

155.  Rhynchostylis retusa Herb Maravaazha,Seethamudi 

156.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

157.  Senna tora Herb Thakara 

158.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurunthotti 

159.  Spilanthus ciliata Herb Kuppameni 

160.  Tridax procumbens Herb Kumminippachha 

161.  Typhonium bulbiferum Herb - 

162.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurunthal 

163.  Zeuxine longilabris Herb - 

164.  Zingiber nimmonii Herb Malainchi 

165.  Zingiber zerumbet Herb Kaatinchi 

166.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

167.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kaattumuthira 

168.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

169.  Alangium salvifolium spp. 

hexapetalum 

Climber Valliankolam 

170.  Allamanda cathartica Climber Manjakkolaambi 

171.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollavalli 

172.  Argyreia nervosa Climber Sammudrappachha 

173.  Briedelia stipularis Climber Kanjikkottam 

174.  Calopogonium mucunoides Climber Kattupayar 

175.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 

176.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

177.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillatthaali 

178.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Cherupunnayari 

179.  Centrosema molle Climber Kaattupayar 
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180.  Cissampelos pareira Climber Malathaangi 

181.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

182.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

183.  Cissus repens Climber Chunnambuvalli 

184.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankhupushpam 

185.  Connarus monocarpus Climber Puzhukkadikkaaya 

186.  Cryptolepis buchananii Climber Kaattu Paalvalli 

187.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

188.  Grewia umberllifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

189.  Gymnema sylvestre Climber Chakkarakkolli 

190.  Holostemma ada-kodien Climber Adapathiyan 

191.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

192.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Paalvalli 

193.  Ipomea obscura Climber Thiruthaali 

194.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattupichhakam 

195.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

196.  Kamettia caryphyllata Climber Narumarathivu 

197.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathkkodi 

198.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

199.  Quisqualis indica Climber Thookuthechi 

200.  Rubia cordifolia Climber Manchetti 

201.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelaanchi 

202.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkaanjiram 

203.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

204.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Kattamruthu 

205.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kaakkatthondi 

206.  Uvaria narum Climber Koorivalli, Narumpanal 

207.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakkakkakkodi 

208.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthudali 

209.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Vanthudali 
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8. Perumana Bhagavathy Kavu, Vadakara, Kozhikode (Vdk-23) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

3.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kashumavu 

4.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

5.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plavu 

6.  Briedelia retusa Tree Mullankaini 

7.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

8.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

9.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

10.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

11.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Karuva 

12.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

13.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachi 

14.  Erythrina variegata 

(Erythrina indica) 

Tree Mullumurukku 

15.  Ficus drupacea Thunb. var. 

pubescens 

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Manja aal 

16.  Ficus hispida Tree Parakam 

17.  Flacourtia montana Tree Kattuluikka, 

Charalpazham 

18.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Charu, Cheru 

19.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

20.  Hydnocarpus pentandra 

(Hydnocarpus wightiana) 

Tree Marotti 

21.  Lannea coromandelica Tree Karasu, Udhi 

22.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettithaali 

23.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

24.  Mangifera indica Tree Mavu 

25.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

26.  Olea dioica Tree Idala 
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27.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

28.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

29.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

30.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

31.  Trema orientalis Tree Amathali, Pottama 

32.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

33.  Flueggea virosa Shrub Perinklavu 

34.  Allophylus cobbe Shrub Mukkannan pezhu 

35.  Anitdesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

36.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Mula, Illi  

37.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

38.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

39.  Chromolaena odorata 

(Eupatorium odoratum) 

Shrub Communistpaccha 

 

40.  Cycas circinalis Shrub Eenth 

41.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Panal 

42.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

43.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 

44.  Ixora malabarica Shrub  

45.  Justicia adhatoda 

(Adhatoda zeylanica) 

Shrub Adalodakam 

46.  Leea guineensis Shrub  

47.  Murraya paniculata Shrub Maramulla 

48.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari 

49.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonampala 

50.  Acampe paremorsa Herb Maravazha 

51.  Alternanthera brasiliana Herb  

52.  Capillipedium assimile Herb  

53.  Cyathula prostrata Herb Cherukadaladi 

54.  Desmodium triquetrum Herb Ammaivettila 

55.  Geophila repens Herb Karimutthil 

56.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

57.  Oplismenus compositus Herb  

58.  Phaulopsis imbricata Herb  

59.  Scleria parvula Herb  

60.  Urena lobata ssp. lobata Herb Uthiram 
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61.  Zingiber nimmonii  

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 

62.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

63.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

64.  Ampelocissus indica Climber Chembaravalli 

65.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Jothishmathi, 

Chrupunnayari 

66.  Centrosema molle 

(Centrosema pubescens) 

Climber Kattupayar 

67.  Cissus heyneana Climber  

68.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

69.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukatchil 

70.  Dioscorea wallichii Climber  

71.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

72.  Ipomoea mauritiana 

(Ipomoea palmata) 

Climber Palmuthakku 

73.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kattumulla 

74.  Jasminum coarctatum 

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

75.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

76.  Lygodium scandens Climber Polivalli, Naippalli 

77.  Marsdenia sp. Climber  

78.  Merremia umbellata Climber Koravalli 

79.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulaku 

80.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

81.  Sarcostigma kleinii Climber Velutha Odal 

82.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

83.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

84.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

85.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Chruthodali 
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9. Perumballli K aavu, Medical College, No.Kkd-323 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavornina Tree Manchaadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Antidesma ghaesembilla Tree Arinelli  

7.  Areca catechu Tree Kavungu 

8.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

9.  Artocarpus hirsutus Tree Ayani Plaavu 

10.  Bombax ceiba  Tree Havu 

11.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

12.  Cassia fistula Tree Konna 

13.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Elavangam 

14.  Cipadessa baccifera Tree Potti 

15.  Cocos nucifera Tree Tengu 

16.  Cordia wallichii Tree Virimaram 

17.  Corypha umbraculifera Tree Kodappana 

18.  Cynometra travancorica Tree Koori 

19.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachhi 

20.  Dipterocarpus indicus Tree Vella Ayani 

21.  Ficus exasperata Tree Paarakam 

22.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

23.  Grewia tiliifolia  Tree Chadachhi, Chaliru 

24.  Holarrhena pubescens Tree Kutakappaala 

25.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

26.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta, Thodukanni 

27.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Kurangu Manjal 

28.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

29.  Memecylon randerianum Tree Kaasaavu 

30.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

31.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

32.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyani 

33.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna Chempakam 

34.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      50 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

35.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

36.  Saraca asoca Tree Asokam 

37.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

38.  Sterculia guttata  Tree Peenaari 

39.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaajiram 

40.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

41.  Tamarindus indicus Tree Vaalanpuli 

42.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

43.  Terminalia bellirica Tree Thaanni 

44.  Terminalia chebula Tree Kadukka 

45.  Terminalia cuneata  Tree Neermaruthu 

46.  Trema orientalis Tree Aamathaali 

47.  Vateria indica  Tree Vellappayin 

48.  Vatica chinensis  Tree Adakkappayin 

49.  Vitex altissima Tree Mylellu 

50.  Wrightia arborea Tree Mylampaala 

51.  Wrightia tinctoria Tree Kambippaala 

52.  Xanthophyllum arnottianum Tree Mottal 

53.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

54.  Allophylus serratus Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

55.  Alstonia venenata Shrub Kuttippaala 

56.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aasaaripuli 

57.  Baliospermom montanum Shrub Nagadanthi 

58.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Illi, Mula 

59.  Blepharistemma serratum Shrub Neerkurunda 

60.  Breynia vitis-idaea Shrub Kaattuniruri 

61.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

62.  Canthium coromandelicum Shrub Edalimaram 

63.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Kaaramullu 

64.  Catunaregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

65.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

66.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

67.  Dendrocalamus strictus Shrub Mula 

68.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

69.  Desmodium triangulare Shrub Ammayi Vettila 

70.  Dichapetalum gelonioides Shrub Cherumaram 

71.  Fagraea ceilanica Shrub Modakam 
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72.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal/Kuttippaanal 

73.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikkotta 

74.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachakam 

75.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis  Shrub Chemparathi 

76.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thechhi 

77.  Ixora javanica Shrub Asoka Thechi 

78.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuravu 

79.  Justicia beddomei Shrub Chittaadalodakam 

80.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

81.  Mesea indica Shrub Kaattuvishal 

82.  Murraya paniculata Shrub Maramulla 

83.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

84.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenaari/Pulippachha 

85.  Plumbago zeylanica Shrub Vellakkoduveli 

86.  Pogostemon wightii Shrub Thrijada 

87.  Polyalthia korintii  Shrub Karuvalli, Koranti 

88.  Pseudarthria viscida Shrub Moovila 

89.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarppagandhi 

90.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

91.  Solanum torvum Shrub Chunda 

92.  Urena lobata  Shrub Oorakam 

93.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravaazha 

94.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

95.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 

96.  Aeschynomene indica Herb - 

97.  Amaranthus tricolor Herb Cheera 

98.  Amorphophallus nicolsonianus Herb Kaattuchena 

99.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kiriyaattha 

100.  Anisomeles indica Herb Karimthumba 

101.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

102.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

103.  Colocasia esculenta Herb Kattuchembu 

104.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakoova 

105.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

106.  Curcuma aurantiaca 

(Curcuma ecalcarata) 

Herb - 
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107.  Curcuma zanthorrhiza Herb Kasthoori Manjal 

108.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

109.  Dendrobium aphyllum Herb - 

110.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Oorila 

111.  Desmodium heterocarpon Herb Nilatthuvara 

112.  Desmodium heterophyllum Herb Nilatthuvara 

113.  Desmodium triflorum Herb Nilamparanda 

114.  Elephantopus scaber Herb Aanacchuvadu 

115.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalchheviyan 

116.  Geophila repens Herb Karimutthil 

117.  Hypolytrum nemorum Herb - 

118.  Impatiens dasyperma Herb Thottachhinungi 

119.  Impatiens minor Herb Kaasitthumba, Cheruthumba 

120.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

121.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavaadi 

122.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

123.  Ocimum gratissimum Herb Karpoorathulasi 

124.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 

125.  Oxalis corniculata Herb Puliyaral 

126.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezhaarnelli 

127.  Piper longum Herb Thippali 

128.  Pseuderanthemum malabricum Herb Chuttimulla 

129.  Rhinacanthus nasutus Herb Nagamulla 

130.  Rhynchostylis retusa Herb Maravazha, Sithamudi 

131.  Scleria laevis Herb - 

132.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

133.  Senna tora Herb Thakara 

134.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurunthotti 

135.  Solanum americannum Herb Manatthakkaali 

136.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurunthal 

137.  Zingiber nimmonii Herb Mala Inchi 

138.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

139.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

140.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

141.  Acacia sinuata Climber Cheenikka, cheevakka 

142.  Allamanda cathartica Climber Manjakkolaambi 

143.  Anamirta cocculus  Climber Pollavalli 
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144.  Briedelia stipularis Climber Kanjikkottam 

145.  Cajanus scarabaeoides Climber Kaattumuthira 

146.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 

147.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

148.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillathaali 

149.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Cherupunna 

150.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

151.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambpuvalli 

152.  Connarus monocarpus Climber Puzhukkadikkaya 

153.  Cryptolepis buchananii Climber Kattupalvalli 

154.  Derris scandens  Climber Ponnumvalli 

155.  Grewia heterotricha Climber - 

156.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannari 

157.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

158.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Paalvalli 

159.  Ipomoea hederifolia Climber Kanavallikkodi 

160.  Ipomoea obscura Climber Thiruthaali 

161.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Pichhakam 

162.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

163.  Kamettia caryophyllata Climber Narumarathivu 

164.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naayakkurana 

165.  Naravelia zeylanica  Climber Vaathakkodi 

166.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulaku 

167.  Pothos scandens Climber Parivalli 

168.  Rubia cordifolia Climber Manjetti 

169.  Salacia chinensis Climber Cherukoranti 

170.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkaanjiram 

171.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

172.  Uvaria narum Climber Koorivalli 

173.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakkakkakkodi 

174.  Ziziphus oenoplea Climber Cheruthudali 
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10. Pinnanathu Kavu, Bhagavathy Temple, Kozhikode ((Kkd -60) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Albizia saman 

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, Rain 

tree 

3.  Annona reticulata Tree Seethapzham, Aatha 

4.  Artocarpus hirsutus Tree Ayani, Anjily  

5.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

6.  Caryota urens Tree  Eerampana 

7.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

8.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vayana 

9.  Diospyros montana Tree Manjakara 

10.  Ficus benghalensis Tree `Peral 

11.  Ficus tinctoria ssp. parasitica Tree Itthi 

12.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Charu 

13.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

14.  Lannea coromandelica Tree Karasu, Udhi 

15.  Litsea glutinosa Tree  

16.  Mangifera indica Tree Mavu 

17.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elengi 

18.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chembakappala 

19.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

20.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

21.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

22.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

23.  Trema orientalis Tree Amathali, Pottama 

24.  Alstonia scholaris Tee Ezhilam pala 

25.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

26.  Clerodendrum nfortunatum Shrub Peruvalam 

27.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 

28.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari, Puliptacha 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      55 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

29.  Acrocephalus hispidus Herb  

30.  Adiantum sp Herb  

31.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

32.  Commelina benghalensis Herb  

33.  Impatiens minor Herb  

34.  Mitracarpus verticillatus Herb  

35.  Peperomia pellucida Herb Mashithanduchedi 

36.  Phyllanthus urinaria Herb Chuvannakeezharnelli 

37.  Pycreus sp. Herb  

38.  Spermacoce ocymoides Herb  

39.  Zingiber cernnum Herb Malayinchi 

40.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

41.  Briedelia stipularis 

(Briedelia scandens) 

Climber Cherupanachi,  

Kanjikottam 

42.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

43.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

44.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

45.  Dioscorea alata Climber Kavathu, Kachil 

46.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

47.  Dioscorea sp. Climber  

48.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

49.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakanni 

50.  Ipomoea pes-tigridis Climber Pulichuvadi 

51.  Merremia umbellata Climber  

52.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

53.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

54.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Pothamruthu 

55.  Toxocarpus kleinii Climber  

56.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kozhikudalam 

57.  Zanonia indica Climber Peenarvalli   

58.  Eragrostis pilosa   
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11. Plavil Illam, Vadachery, Kozhikode 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Local name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

3.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

4.  Mesua ferrea Tree Churuli 

5.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

6.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

7.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adkkapayin 

8.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha, Atthu 

9.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

10.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

11.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

12.  Gnetum edule  Climber Karuthodal 

13.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

14.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavlli 

15.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

16.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

17.  Glycosmis mauritiana Shrub Panal 

18.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

19.  Geophila repens Herb Karimuthil 

20.  Piper longum Herb Thippali 

21.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

22.  Zingiber nimmonii  

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 
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12. Poyilkavu Temple Sacredgrove, Edakkulam, Kozhikode (Kly-42) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common/ local names 

1.  Acronychia pedunculata  

(Acronychia laurifolia) 

Tree Muttanari, Verukutheeni 

2.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

3.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Punyava, Njazhal 

4.  Artocarpus hirsutus Tree Anjili, Ayini  

5.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana, 

Choondappana 

6.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

7.  Diospyros candolleana Tree Karimaram 

8.  Ficus  tsjahela Tree Chela, Koli 

9.  Ficus amplissima Tree Koli  

10.  Ficus drupacea. var. pubescens 

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Chela 

11.  Ficus sp. Tree Chela 

12.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

13.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

14.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta 

15.  Mangifera indica Tree  Mavu 

16.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elengi 

17.  Myristica malabarica Tree Ponnanpayin 

Ponnampoovu   

18.  Saraca asoca 

(Saraca indica) 

Tree Ashokam 

19.  Scleropyrum pentandrum 

(Scleropyrum wallichianum) 

Tree Irumulli 

20.  Sterculia guttata Tree Pottakavalam 

21.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

22.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

23.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkapayin 

24.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aripazhachedi 

25.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Kattaramullu 

26.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

27.  Dichapetalum gelonioides Shrub Kattukappikkuru 

28.  Ficus hispida Shrub Erumanakku, Parakam 

29.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Kottaka 

30.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

31.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Kattuthetchi 
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32.  Leea indica Shrub Njellu, Njekku 

33.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

34.  Nothopegia travancorica Shrub Avukarum 

35.  Pavetta sp. Shrub  

36.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Kundalappala 

37.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Valiya kattumuthira 

38.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

39.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakai 

40.  Asparagus racemosus Climber Sathavari 

41.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

42.  Cayratia pedata Climber Karikkodivally 

43.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

44.  Dalbergia horrida Climber  Anamullu 

45.  Derris sp. Climber  

46.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

47.  Embelia tsjeriam-cottam Climber Ammimuriyan,  

Cheriyakoattam 

48.  Erycibe paniculata Climber Irumbithali 

49.  Gnetum edule Climber Karuthodal 

50.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

51.  Ipomoea campanulata Climber  

52.  Lygodium scandens Climber Naippally 

53.  Morinda umbellata Climber Neyvalli 

54.  Piper hymenophyllum Climber Kattukurumulagu 

55.  Pothos scandens Climber Paruvakkodi, Varivally 

56.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelanchi 

57.  Strychnos minor Climber Vallikanjiram 

58.  Tetrastigma leucostaphylum Climber  

59.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal  

60.  Fagraea ceilanica 

(Fagraea obovata) 

 

Shrub 

Modakam 

 

 

Note: Vatica chinenesis is the most common and dominant among large trees. Among 

the lower storey trees, Scleropyrum pentandrum is very common. 
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13. Shree Kattil Kariyathan Kavu, Kannadichal, (Kkd -412) 

 

No. Scientific Name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Briedelia retusa  Tree Mullenkaini 

3.  Carallia brachiata  Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

4.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

5.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

6.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayal 

7.  Holigarna arnottiana  Tree Cheru, Charu 

8.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

9.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

10.  Mangifera indica Tree Mavu 

11.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elengi 

12.  Olea dioica  Tree Edala 

13.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

14.  Syzygium caryophyllatum   Tree Cherunjaaval 

15.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappine 

16.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappine 

17.  Vitex altissima  Tree Myla 

18.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

19.  Breynia retusa  Shrub Mullenkaini 

20.  Breynia vitis-idaea  Shrub Pavalapoola 

21.  Canthium angustifolium  Shrub Kattaramullu 

22.  Chassalia ophioxyloides  Shrub Vellakurinji 

 

23.  Clerodendrum serratum  Shrub Cheruthekku 

24.  Flacourtia indica  Shrub Charalpazham 

25.  Ixora coccinea  Shrub Thetchi 

26.  Leea indica  Shrub Njekku, Njellu 
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27.  Melastoma malabathricum Shrub Athirani 

28.  Memecylon umbellatum  Shrub Kashavu, Kayampoo 

29.  Premna serratifolia  Shrub Munja 

30.  Syzygium zeylanicum  Shrub Poochappazham 

31.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

32.  Microstachys chamaelea  

(Sebastiana chamlaea) 

Herb Njettavankku 

33.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

34.  Calycopteris floribunda  Climber Pullani 

35.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

36.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillathali 

37.  Cissus latifolia  Climber Chunnambuvalli 

38.  Dioscorea bulbifera  Climber Kattukachil 

39.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

40.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

41.  Ichnocarpus frutescens  Climber Parvalli 

42.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kattumulla 

43.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

44.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

45.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

46.  Tinospora sinensis  Climber Pothamruthu 

47.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

48.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 

 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      61 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

14. Thazhepurakkal Kaavu, Mayanad, Kozhikode No. Kkd-326 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

4.  Ailanthus triphysa Tree Matti 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Antidesma montanum Tree Putharavaal 

7.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

8.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

9.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

10.  Astonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

11.  Bauhinia purpurea Tree Maramandaaram 

12.  Bombax ceiba Tree Elavu 

13.  Butea monosperma Tree Plassu 

14.  Calophyllum inophyllum Tree Punna 

15.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vankana 

16.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vazhana 

17.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Ilavangam 

18.  Cipadessa baccifera Tree Potti 

19.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachhi 

20.  Ficus exasperata Tree Paarakam 

21.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

22.  Gliricidia sepium Tree Seemakkonna 

23.  Glochidion zeylanicum Tree Nellikkappuli 

24.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

25.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

26.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Kurangu Manjal 

27.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

28.  Mimusop elengi Tree Elenji 

29.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

30.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyani 

31.  Persea macrantha Tree Chaliru, Kulirmaavu 
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32.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna chembakam 

33.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

34.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

35.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

36.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

37.  Sterculia guttata Tree Peenaari 

38.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

39.  Swietenia macrophylla Tree Mahogani 

40.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaara 

41.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

42.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

43.  Tamarindus indica Tree Vaalanpuli 

44.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

45.  Trema orientalis Tree Aamatthaali 

46.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappayin 

47.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappayin 

48.  Wrightia arborea Tree Mylampaala, Dhantappala 

49.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

50.  Abutilon indicum Shrub Kattoorakam 

51.  Acalypha hispida Shrub Poochavaalu 

52.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aasarippuli 

53.  Barleria prionitis Shrub Manja kanakaambaram 

54.  Bixa orellana Shrub Sindooram 

55.  Breynia vitis-idaea Shrub Kaattuniriri 

56.  Briedelia stipularis Shrub Kanjikkottam 

57.  Calotropis gigantea Shrub Erikku 

58.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Edalimaram 

59.  Cathium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

60.  Catunregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

61.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

62.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Pachha 

63.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

64.  Clerodendum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

65.  Datura metel Shrub Ummam 
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66.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

67.  Dichapetalum gelonioides Shrub Cherumaram 

68.  Duranta erecta Shrub Vellipoovu 

69.  Ecbolium ligustrinum Shrub Odiyamaadantha 

70.  Flacourtia indica Shrub Akhori 

71.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal/Kuttippaanal 

72.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

73.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikkotta 

74.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachham 

75.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Shrub Chemparathi 

76.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thechhi 

77.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

78.  Lantana camara Shrub Arippoo 

79.  Leea indica Shrub Erattayani 

80.  Melastoma malabathricum Shrub Athiraani 

81.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kaayaampoo 

82.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

83.  Osbeckia virgata Shrub Athiraani 

84.  Persicaria chinensis Shrub Thiruthaanni 

85.  Plumbago zeylanica Shrub Vellakkoduveli 

86.  Pogostemon purpurescens Shrub Thrijada 

87.  Premna serratifolia Shrub Munja 

88.  Pseudarthria viscida Shrub Moovila 

89.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarppagandhi 

90.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

91.  Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Shrub Kadappanath 

92.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Oorppam 

93.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

94.  Woodfordia fruticosa Shrub Thatthiripoovu 

95.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravazha 

96.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadaladi 

97.  Acmella paniculata Herb Kuppamanjal 

98.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 

99.  Aeschynomene americana Herb - 
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100.  Alysicarpus vaginalis Herb Nila-orila 

101.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

102.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

103.  Crotalaria pallida Herb Kilukilukki  

104.  Desmodiu triflorum Herb Nilamparanda 

105.  Elephantopus scaber Herb Aanachhuvadi 

106.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalchheviyan 

107.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

108.  Leucas stricta Herb Thumba 

109.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavaadi 

110.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

111.  Ocimum tenuiflorum Herb Krishnathulasi 

112.  Peperomia pellucida Herb Mashitthandu 

113.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezharnelli 

114.  Phyllanthus virgatus Herb Keezharnelli 

115.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

116.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurumthotti 

117.  Solanum americanum Herb Manatthakkaali 

118.  Spermacoce articularis Herb Kudalchurukki 

119.  Tridax procumbens Herb Kumminippachha 

120.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurnthala 

121.  Xenostegia tridentata Herb Thalaneeli, Prasarani 

122.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

123.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

124.  Alangium savifolium ssp. 

meziana 

Climber Valliankolam 

125.  Ampelocissus latifolia Climber Chembaravalli 

126.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollavalli 

127.  Cajanus scarabaeoides Climber Kaattumuthira 

128.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 

129.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

130.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillatthali 

131.  Centrosema molle Climber Kattupayar 
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132.  Chonemorpha fragrans Climber  Appooppanthaadi, 

Perumkurumba 

133.  Cissampelos pareira Climber Malathaangi 

134.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

135.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

136.  Cissus repens Climber Chunnambuvalli 

137.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankupushpam 

138.  Coscinium fenestratum Climber Maramanjal 

139.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

140.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnuvalli 

141.  Derris trifoliata Climber Ponnumvalli/Kammatti 

142.  Entada rheedei Climber Parandavalli 

143.  Grewia heterotricha Climber - 

144.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

145.  Holostemma ada-kodien Climber  Adapathiyan 

146.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

147.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Palvalli 

148.  Ipomoea obscura Climber Thiruthaali 

149.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kattu-pichhakam 

150.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kaattumulla 

151.  Merremia vitifolia Climber Manjavayaravalli 

152.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naikkurana 

153.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

154.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulaku 

155.  Salacia fruticosa Climber Ekanaayakam 

156.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkanjiram 

157.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

158.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Kaattumaruthu 

159.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kaakkatthondi 

160.  Tylophora indica Climber Vallippaala 

161.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakakkakkodi 

162.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthudali 

163.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Vanthudali 
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15. Thechottu Palliyar Kotta, Narikuni, No. Tms /17   

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

3.  Alangium salvifolium Tree Ankolam 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilaampaala 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Antiaris toxicaria Tree Maravuri 

7.  Antidesma montanum Tree Putharavaal 

8.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

9.  Areca catechu Tree Kavungu 

10.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

11.  Canarium strictum Tree Kunthirikkam 

12.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

13.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vazhana 

14.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Ilavangam 

15.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

16.  Corypha umbraculifera Tree Kodappana 

17.  Cynometra travancorica Tree Koori 

18.  Diospyros candolleana Tree Karimaram 

19.  Diospyros paniculata Tree Karimaram 

20.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachhi 

21.  Dipterocarpus indicus Tree Kalpaine 

22.  Dysoxylum malabaricum Tree Akil  

23.  Ficus hispida Tree Parakam 

24.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

25.  Glochidion zeylanicum Tree Nellikkaapuli 

26.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

27.  Hopea parviflora Tree Irumbakam, Kambakam 

28.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

29.  Lophopetalum wightianum Tree Venkotta 

30.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindooram 

31.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

32.  Memecylon randerianum Tree Kaasaavu 

33.  Mesua ferrea Tree Churuli, Nanku 

34.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 
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35.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

36.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyaani 

37.  Persea macrantha Tree Chaliru/Kulimaavu 

38.  Plumeria obtusa Tree Vella Chempakam 

39.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna Chempakam 

40.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

41.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

42.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

43.  Sterculia guttata Tree Peenaari 

44.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

45.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaara 

46.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

47.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

48.  Tamarindus indica Tree Vaalanpuli 

49.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

50.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappyine 

51.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappyine 

52.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 

53.  Wrightia arborea  Tree Mylampaala, Dhantappala 

54.  Xanthophyllum arnottianum Tree Mottal, Madakka 

55.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

56.  Acalypha hispida Shrub Poochavaalu 

57.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Araporiyan 

58.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Illi/Mula  

59.  Bauhinia acuminata Shrub Mandaram 

60.  Bixa orellana Shrub Sindhooram 

61.  Briedelia stipularis Shrub Kanjikkottam 

62.  Calotropis gigantea Shrub Erikku 

63.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

64.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Edali 

65.  Catunregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

66.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

67.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Pachha 

68.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

69.  
Clerodendrum paniculatum Shrub Krishna kireedam, 

Aarumasapoovu 

70.  Datura metel Shrub Ummam 
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71.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

72.  Desmodium triangulare Shrub  

73.  Duranta erecta Shrub Velippoo 

74.  Ecbolium ligustrinum Shrub Odiyamaadantha 

75.  Fagraea ceilanica Shrub Modakam 

76.  Falcourtia indica Shrub Aghori 

77.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

78.  Gomphandra tetrandra Shrub - 

79.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

80.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikkotta 

81.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachakam 

82.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis  Shrub Chemparathi 

83.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

84.  Ixora javanica Shrub Asokathetchi 

85.  Justicia adhatoda Shrub Adalodakam 

86.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

87.  Leea indica Shrub Njellu, Njekku 

88.  Leptonychia caudata Shrub - 

89.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kaayampoo/Kaasaavu 

90.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellia 

91.  Nerium oleander Shrub Arali 

92.  Osbeckia virgata Shrub Athiraani 

93.  Pogostemon purpurascens Shrub Thrijada 

94.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarpagandhi 

95.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambukolli 

96.  Saccharum officinarum Shrub Karimbu 

97.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Shrub Kaakkatthondi 

98.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Oorppam 

99.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

100.  Vitex negundo Shrub Karinochhi 

101.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

102.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 

103.  Amaranthus tricolor Herb Cheera 

104.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kiriyaatthu 

105.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

106.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

107.  Colocasia esculenta Herb Kaattuchembu 
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108.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

109.  Crotalaria retusa Herb Kilukilukki  

110.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

111.  Curcuma amada Herb Maanga Inchi 

112.  
Curcuma aurantiaca 

(Curcuma ecalcarata) 

Herb Kattu-manjal 

113.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

114.  Dendrobium aphyllum Herb - 

115.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Orila 

116.  Elephantopus scaber Herb Aanachhuvadi 

117.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalchheviyan 

118.  Eranthemum capense Herb - 

119.  Hypolytrum nemorum Herb - 

120.  Ipomoea aquatica Herb Kozhuppa 

121.  Leucas biflora Herb Thumba 

122.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavadi 

123.  Molineria trichocarpa Herb Nilappana 

124.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

125.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 

126.  Ocumim basilicum Herb Raamathulasi 

127.  Pennisetum pedicellatum Herb - 

128.  Piper longum Herb Thippali 

129.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

130.  Senna tora Herb Thakara 

131.  Sida mysorensis Herb Krunthotti 

132.  Spermacoce articularis Herb Kudalchurukki 

133.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

134.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kaattumuthira 

135.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

136.  
Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum 

Climber Valliankolam 

137.  Ampelocissus latifolia Climber Chembaravalli 

138.  Argyreia nervosa Climber Samudrappachha 

139.  Artabotrys hexapetalus Climber Manoranjini 

140.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 

141.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

142.  Cardiospermum halicacabum Climber Uzhinja 
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143.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillaltthaali 

144.  
Chonemorpha fragrans  Climber Appuppanthaadi, 

Perumkurumba 

145.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

146.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnaambuvalli 

147.  Cissus repens Climber Chunnaambuvalli 

148.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankhupushpam 

149.  Coscinium fenestratum Climber Maramanjal 

150.  Cyclea peltata Climber Paadakkizhangu 

151.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

152.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnumvalli 

153.  Derris trifoliata Climber Kammattivalli 

154.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

155.  Gymnema sylvestre Climber Chakkarakolli 

156.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannaari 

157.  Holostemma ada-kodien Climber Adapathiyan 

158.  
Ipomoea hederifolia Climber Kanavallikkodi, 

Theepporimulla 

159.  Ipomoea obscura Climber Thiruthaali 

160.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattupichhakam 

161.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Mulla 

162.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

163.  Merremia vitifolia Climber Manjavayaravalli 

164.  Mikania micrantha Climber Vayara, Dhirastrapachha 

165.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naaikurana 

166.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

167.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulaku 

168.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

169.  Quisqualis indica Climber Thookkuchethi 

170.  Salacia chinensis Climber Cherukoranti 

171.  Salacia fruticosa  Climber Ekanayakam 

172.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Karrelaanchi 

173.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkaanjiram 

174.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

175.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Pothamruthu 

176.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber  Cheruthudali 

177.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Vanthudali 
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16. Thekkayil Bhagavathi Kavu, Elatteri, (K ly-179) 

 

No. Scientific Name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea  Tree Njazhal 

3.  Alstonia scholaris  Tree Ezilampala 

4.  Aporosa cardiosperma  

(Aporosa lindleyana) 

Tree Vetti, Aechil 

5.  Bombax ceiba  Tree Mullilavu 

6.  Briedelia retusa  Tree Mullenkaini 

7.  Carallia brachiata  Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

8.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

9.  Cassia fistula  Tree Kanikonna 

10.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

11.  Diospyros candolleana Tree Karimaram 

12.  Ficus religiosa  Tree Arayal 

13.  Ficus talbotii    Tree Vellayal   

14.  Holoptelia integrifolia  Tree Aavel 

15.  Hopea ponga 

(Hopea wightiana) 

Tree Eeyakam 

16.  Lagerstroemia microcarpa  

(Lagerstroemia lanceolata) 

Tree Venthekku 

17.  Macaranga peltata  Tree Vatta, THodukanni 

18.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

19.  Mangifera indica  Tree Mavu 

20.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elenji 

21.  Olea dioica  Tree Edala 

22.  Schleichera oleosa  Tree Poovam 

23.  Sterculia guttata  Tree Kavalam 

24.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

25.  Tectona grandis  Tree Teak 

26.  Vatica chinensis  Tree Adakkappine 

27.  Vitex altissima  Tree Myla 

28.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

29.  Benkara malabarica  Shrub Cholakkara 

30.  Breynia retusa  Shrub Mullenkaini 

31.  Breynia vitis-idaea  Shrub Pavalapoola 
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32.  Canthium angustifolium  Shrub Kattaramullu 

33.  Chassalia ophioxyloides  Shrub Vellakurinji 

34.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

35.  Melastoma malabathricum  Shrub Athirani 

36.  Memecylon umbellatum  Shrub Kashavu, Kayampoo 

37.  Acampe praemorsa  Herb Maravazha 

38.  Dendrobium ovatum Herb  

39.  Desmodium triquetrum Herb Ammayivettila 

40.  Geodorum densiflorum  Herb  

41.  Luisia zeylanica 

(Luisia teretifolia) 

Herb  

42.  Zingiber nimmonii 

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 

43.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

44.  Ampelocissus indica  Climber Chembaravalli 

45.  Calycopteris floribunda  Climber Pullani 

46.  Cansjera rheedei  Climber  

47.  Celastrus paniculatus  Climber Jothishmati 

48.  Centrosema molle  

(Centrosema pubescens) 

Climber Kattupayar 

49.  Cissus latifolia  Climber Chunnambuvalli 

50.  Dioscorea bulbifera  Climber Kattukatchil 

51.  Dioscorea wallichii  Climber Chavalikizhangu 

52.  Erycibe paniculata Climber Erumathali 

53.  Gloriosa superba  Climber Menthonni 

54.  Gnetum edule Climber Karuthodal 

55.  Ichnocarpus frutescens  Climber Parvalli 

56.  Jasminum angustifolium  Climber Kattumulla 

57.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kattumulla 

58.  Mussaenda frondosa  Climber Vellila 

59.  Pothos scandens  Climber Varivalli 

60.  Rourea minor  Climber Kooriel 

61.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

62.  Tiliacora  acuminata   Climber Vallikanjiram 

63.  Tinospora sinensis  Climber Pothamruthu 

64.  Toxocarpus kleinii  Climber  

65.  Toxocarpus kleinii Climber  

66.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

67.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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17. Thirkkottoor Kavu, Kozhikode (K ly-311) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Albizia saman  

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, 

Rain tree 

3.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree  Chemmaram 

4.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

5.  Ficus religiosa  Tree `Arayal 

6.  Gliricidia sepium Tree Seemakonna 

7.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

8.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elenji 

9.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

10.  Scleropyrum pantandrum Tree Irumulli 

11.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

12.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappayin 

13.  Benkara malabarica Shrub Cholakkara 

14.  Canthium angustifolium  Shrub Kattaramullu 

15.  Chassalia ophioxyloides  Shrub Vellakurinji 

16.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

17.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana  

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari 

18.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Korantipazham 

19.  Acampe praemorsa  Herb Maravazha 

20.  Geophila repens Herb Karimutthil 

21.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

22.  Aristolochia indica  Climber Karalakam 

23.  Cansjera rheedei  Climber  

24.  Cayratia pedata Climber Chorivalli 

25.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

26.  Dioscorea bulbifera  Climber Kattukatchil 

27.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

28.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

29.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

30.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

31.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

32.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

33.  Tinospora sinensis  Climber Pothamruthu 

34.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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18. Thirumangalam Naga Temple, Kozhikode (Kkd-159) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Albizia saman  

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, 

Rain tree 

3.  Annona reticulata Tree Seethapzham, Aatha 

4.  Antiaris toxicaria  Tree  Maravuri 

5.  Artocarpus heterophyllus  Tree Plavu 

6.  Briedelia retusa  Tree Mullenkaini 

7.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

8.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

9.  Ficus exasperata  Tree `Therakam 

10.  Flacourtia montana  Tree Charalpazham 

11.  Hydnocarpus pentandra  Tree Marotti 

12.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

13.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elenji 

14.  Plumeria rubra  Tree Chembakappala 

15.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

16.  Sapindus trifoliatus Tree Pasakotta, 

Soapinkaimaram 

17.  Sterculia guttata  Tree Kavalam 

18.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

19.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

20.  Syzygium cumini  Tree Njaval 

21.  Trema orientalis Tree Amathali, Pottama 

22.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkappayin 

23.  Alstonia scholaris Tee Ezhilam pala 

24.  Canthium angustifolium  Shrub Kattaramullu 

25.  Chassalia ophioxyloides  Shrub Vellakurinji 
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26.  Clerodendrum infortunatum  Shrub Peruvalam 

27.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Panal 

28.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

29.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachan 

30.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana  

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari 

31.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Pambukolli 

32.  Acampe praemosa  Herb Maravazha 

33.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

34.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

35.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam  

36.  Capparis mooniana  Climber  

37.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

38.  Coccinia grandis Climber Koval 

39.  Dioscorea bulbifera  Climber Kattukachil 

40.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

41.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

42.  Jasminum coarctatum  

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

43.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

44.  Rourea minor  Climber Kooriel 

45.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

46.  Tili acora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

47.  Tinospora sinensis  Climber Pothamruthu 

48.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata  Climber Kozhikudalam 

49.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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19. Thondassery Kaavu, Pantheerankavu,No. Kkd-27 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea Tree Njazhal 

4.  Albizia lebbeck Tree Karivaaka 

5.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

6.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

7.  Antidesma montanum Tree Putharavaal 

8.  Areca catechu Tree Kavungu 

9.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

10.  Bombax ceiba Tree Havu 

11.  Butea monosperma Tree Plash 

12.  Canarium strictum Tree Kunthirukkam 

13.  Careya arborea Tree Pezhu 

14.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

15.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Elavangam 

16.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

17.  Cordia wallichii Tree Virimaram 

18.  Diospyros candolleana Tree Karimaram 

19.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachi 

20.  Elaeocarpus tuberculatus Tree Kaaramaram 

21.  Ficus exasperata Tree Paarakam 

22.  Ficus hispida Tree Kaattathi 

23.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayal 

24.  Gmelina arborea Tree Kumizhu 

25.  Grewia tiliifolia Tree Chadachhi 

26.  Holarrhena pubescens Tree Kudagappala 

27.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

28.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

29.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettitthali 

30.  Magnolia champaca Tree Chembakam 

31.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Kurangu Manjal 

32.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

33.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

34.  Moringa pterygosperma Tree Muringa 
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35.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

36.  Oroxylum indicum Tree  Palakappayyaani 

37.  Persea macrantha Tree Chaliru/Kulirmaavu 

38.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna Chembakam 

39.  Pterocarpus marsupium Tree Venga 

40.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

41.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

42.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

43.  Sterculia guttata Tree Peenaari 

44.  Stereospermum colais Tree Paathiri 

45.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

46.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaara 

47.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

48.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

49.  Terminalia chebula Tree Kadukka 

50.  Terminalia cuneata 

(Terminalia arjuna) 

Tree Neermaruthu 

51.  Terminalia paniculata Tree Maruthu 

52.  Thespesia populnea Tree Pooparuthi 

53.  Trema orientalis Tree Aamatthaali 

54.  Wrightia arborea Tree Mylampaala 

55.  Wrightia tinctoria  Tree Kambippala 

56.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

57.  Allophylus serratus Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

58.  Alstonia venenata Shrub Kuttippaala 

59.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aasaarippuli 

60.  Baliospermum montanum Shrub Naagadanthi 

61.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Illi/Mula  

62.  Bixa orellana Shrub Sindooram 

63.  Calotropis gigantea Shrub Erikku 

64.  Canthium coromandelicum Shrub Kaaramullu 

65.  Cathium angustifolium Shrub Kaaramullu 

66.  Catunaregam spinosa Shrub Kaattunaarakam 

67.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

68.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

69.  Clerodendrum paniculatum Shrub Upputhaali, 

Aarumasappoovu 
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70.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

71.  Datura metel Shrub Ummam 

72.  Dendrocalamus strictus Shrub Mula 

73.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

74.  Ecbolium viride Shrub Neela Karumkurinjii 

75.  Flacourtia indica Shrub Akhori 

76.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

77.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

78.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachhakam 

79.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Shrub Chemparathi 

80.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thecthi 

81.  Justicia gendrussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

82.  Leea indica Shrub Erattayani 

83.  Leptonychia caudata Shrub - 

84.  Maesa indica Shrub Kaattuvizhal 

85.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kaayaampoo 

86.  Murraya paniculata Shrub Maramulla 

87.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

88.  Nerium oleander Shrub Arali 

89.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana 

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenaari 

90.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarpagandhi 

91.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

92.  Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Shrub Kadapananth 

93.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Oorppam 

94.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

95.  Vitex negundo Shrub Karinochhi 

96.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravaazha 

97.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadaladi 

98.  Aeginetia indica Herb Kerippoo 

99.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 

100.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kiriyaath 

101.  Anisomeles indica Herb Karimtthumba 

102.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

103.  Centotheca lappacea Herb - 

104.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

105.  Crotalaria retusa Herb Kilukilukki  
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106.  Curculigo orchioides  Herb Nilappana 

107.  Curcuma aurantiaca 

(Curcuma ecalcarata) 

Herb - 

108.  Curcuma zanthorrhiza Herb Manjakkoova 

109.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

110.  Dendrobium ovatum Herb Unneesapoovu/Vella 

maravaazha 

111.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Oorila 

112.  Desmodium heterocarpon Herb Nilathuvara 

113.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalchheviyan 

114.  Eranthemum capense Herb - 

115.  Evolvulus alsinoides Herb Vishnukraanthi 

116.  Hypolytrum nemorum Herb - 

117.  Impatiens minor Herb Kasitthumba 

118.  Leucas biflora Herb Thumba 

119.  Microstachys chamaelea Herb Njettaavanakku 

120.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavaadi 

121.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

122.  Ocimum tenuiflorum Herb Krishnathulasi 

123.  Oxalis corniculata Herb Puliyarila 

124.  Peperomia pellucida Herb Mashitthandu 

125.  Phyllanthus urinaria Herb Chuvanna Keezhaarnelli 

126.  Rhynchstylis retusa Herb Maravaazha 

127.  Senna tora Herb Thakara 

128.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurnthala 

129.  Xenostegia tridentata Herb Thalaneeli, Prasarani 

130.  Zingiber nimmonii Herb Mala Inchi 

131.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

132.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kaattmuthira 

133.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

134.  Acacia sinuata Climber Cheenikka 

135.  Alangium savifolium ssp. meziana Climber Ankolam 

136.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

137.  Briedelia stipularis Climber Kanjikkottam 

138.  Cajanus scarabaeoides Climber Kaattumuthira 

139.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 

140.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 
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141.  Cardiospermum halicacabum Climber Uzhinja 

142.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillathhaali 

143.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Cherupunna 

144.  Centrosema molle Climber Kattupayar 

145.  Chonemorpha fragrans Climber Appooppanthaadi, 

Perumkurmba 

146.  Cissampelos pareira Climber Malathaangi 

147.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

148.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

149.  Cissus repens Climber Chunnambuvalli 

150.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankupushpam 

151.  Connarus monocarpus Climber Puzhukkadikkaaya 

152.  Cryptolepis buchananii Climber Kaatu Palvalli 

153.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

154.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnuvalli 

155.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kaattukaachil 

156.  Diplocyclos palmatus Climber Sivalingakaaya 

157.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

158.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

159.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannaari 

160.  Holostemma ada-kodien Climber Adapathiyan 

161.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Paalvalli 

162.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattu-Pichhakam 

163.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

164.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naikkurana 

165.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

166.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

167.  Salacia chinensis Climber Cherukoranti 

168.  Salacia fruticosa Climber Ekanaayakam 

169.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelaanchi 

170.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkanjiram 

171.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

172.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kaakkatthondi 

173.  Uvaria narum Climber Koorivalli, Narumpanal 

174.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakkakkakkodi 

175.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthudali 

176.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Vanthudali 

 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      81 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

20. Vallikkattu kavu, Kozhikode (Kkd -578) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common/ local names 

1.  Acronychia pedunculata 

(Acronychia laurifolia) 

Tree Muttanari, Verukutheeni 

2.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

3.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovala 

4.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

5.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampala 

6.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kashumavu 

7.  Antidesma ghaesembilla Tree Putharaval   

8.  Aphanamyxis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

9.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

10.  Archidendron bigeminum 

(Pithecellobium monadelphum) 

Tree Kattukonna  

Muthakolappan 

11.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plavu 

12.  Bombax ceiba Tree Mullilavu 

13.  Briedelia retusa Tree Mullenkaini, Mulluvenga 

14.  Careya arborea Tree Aalam, Pezhu 

15.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

16.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vayana 

17.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

18.  Corypha umbraculifera Tree Kodappana 

19.  Diospyros sp. Tree Karimaram 

20.  Falconeria insignis 

(Sapium insigne) 

Tree Kalmaram, Pattarupala 

21.  Gomphandra coriacea Tree Kamblichedi 

22.  Gymnacranthera farquhariana 

(Gymnacranthera canarica) 

Tree Undappayin 

23.  Holarrhena pubescens Tree Kudagappala 

24.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

25.  Hopea ponga (Hopea wightiana) Tree Pongu, Thambakam 

26.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

27.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettithali 
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28.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta 

29.  Madhuca neriifolia 

(Bassia malabarica) 

Tree Attu-ilippa 

30.  Magnolia champaca Tree Chempakam 

31.  Mangifera indica Tree Mavu 

32.  Mastixia arborea ssp. meziana 

(Mastixia meziana) 

Tree Neerkurunnu,  

Vellla-adambu 

33.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elengi 

34.  Myristica fatua var. magnifica Tree Kothappayin 

35.  Myristica malabarica Tree Ponnampoovu   

Ponnampayin 

36.  Olea dioica  Tree Edana 

37.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

38.  Prunus ceylanica 

(Pygeum wightianum) 

Tree Attanaripongu,  

Irattani  

39.  Pterospermum diversifolium Tree Pambaram 

40.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

41.  Scleropyrum pentandrum 

(Scleropyrum wallichianum) 

Tree Irumulli 

42.  Spathodea campanulata Tree Spathodia 

43.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

44.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

45.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

46.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjara 

47.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

48.  Terminalia catappa Tree Badam 

49.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappine 

50.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 

51.  Xanthophyllum arnottianum 

(Xanthophyllum flavescens) 

Tree Madakka, Mottal 

52.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

53.  Adhatoda zeylanica Shrub Adalodakam 

54.  Allophylus serratus Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

55.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Mula, Illi  

56.  Bauhinia acuminata Shrub Vellamandaram 
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57.  Benkara malabarica 

(Randia malabarica) 

Shrub Cholakara 

58.  Breynia vitis-idaea 

(Breynia rhamnoidea) 

Shrub Pavalapoola 

59.  Callicarpa tomentosa Shrub Themperuvallam 

60.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Kattaramullu 

61.  Cereus pterogonus Shrub Poochamullu 

62.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

63.  Clerodendrum infortunatm Shrub Peruvalam 

64.  Cycas circinalis Shrub Eenth 

65.  Dichapetalum gelonioides Shrub Kattukappikkuru 

66.  Fagraea ceilanica Shrub Modakam 

67.  Flueggea virosa 

(Securinega virosa) 

Shrub Perimklavu 

68.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Panal 

69.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Valarmani 

70.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Kottakka 

71.  Helicteres isora Shrub Idampiri-valapiri 

72.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachakam 

73.  Ixora brachiata Shrub Marathetchi 

74.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

75.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuruva 

76.  Ixora polyantha Shrub Kalingi, Kattuchethi 

77.  Leea indica  Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

78.  Memecylon randerianum Shrub  

79.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kashavu, Kayampoo 

80.  Murraya paniculata Shrub Maramulla 

81.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

82.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana Shrub Peenari, Pulipatcha 

83.  Nothopegia travancorica Shrub Avukarum 

84.  Pavetta tomentosa Shrub Pavetta 

85.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Koanti 

86.  Pseuderanthemum malabaricum Shrub Chuttimulla 

87.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonamppala 

88.  Anaphyllum wightii Herb  Keerikizhangu 
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89.  
Bryophyllum pinnatum 

(Kalanchoe pinnata) 

Herb Ilamulachi 

90.  Centotheca lappacea Herb  

91.  Hyptis suaveolens Herb Nattapoochedi 

92.  
Lagenandra toxicaria  

var. barnesii  

Herb Karash, Udhi 

93.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavadi 

94.  Ophiorrhiza mungos  Herb Amalpori 

95.  Oplismenus burmannii  Herb  

96.  Oxalis corniculata  Herb Puliyarila 

97.  Pennisetum polystachyon  Herb Pothapullu 

98.  
Pentanema indicum 

(Vicoa indica) 

Herb Kammalchedi   

99.  Perotis indica  Herb  

100.  Phaulopsis imbricata  Herb  

101.  Phyllanthus amarus  Herb Keezharnelli 

102.  Phyllanthus urinaria Herb Chuvannakeezharnelli 

103.  Pteris quadriaurita  Herb  

104.  Pycreus polystachyos  Herb  

105.  Rhinacanthus nasutus  Herb Nagamulla 

106.  Rungia pectinata  Herb  

107.  Sacciolepis indica  Herb  

108.  Sida acuta  Herb Anakurumthotti 

109.  Sida alnifolia  Herb Kurumthotti 

110.  Sida mysorensis  Herb  

111.  Spermacoce articularis  Herb Tharthavel 

112.  Spermacoce ocymoides  Herb  

113.  Spermacoce pusilla  Herb  

114.  Spilanthes radicans  Herb Eripatcha 

115.  Staurogyne zeylanica  Herb  

116.  Stephania japonica  Herb  

117.  Synedrella nodiflora  Herb Mudiyanpacha 

118.  Tephrosia purpurea  Herb Kozhinjil 

119.  Theriophonum infaustum  Herb  

120.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Herb Ottukai, Oorpan 
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121.  Uraria rufescens  Herb  

122.  Urena lobata  Herb Uthiram 

123.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunnikkuru 

124.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

125.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

126.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

127.  Ancistrocladus heyneanus Climber Modiravalli 

128.  Anodendron paniculatum Climber Kakkakodi 

129.  Asparagus racemosus Climber Sathavari 

130.  Bauhinia phoenicea  Climber Vallimandaram 

131.  Bauhinia scandens Climber Pambuvally 

132.  Bonamia semidigyna 

(Breweria cordata) 

Climber  

133.  Cajanus scarabaeoides 

(Atylosia scarabaeoides) 

Climber Kattumuthira 

134.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullani 

135.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

136.  Cayratia pedata Climber Karikkodivally 

137.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Jyothishmathi 

138.  Chonemorpha fragrans Climber Perumkurumba 

139.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjampuli 

140.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

141.  Cissus repens Climber  

142.  Combretum latifolium Climber  

143.  Connarus monocarpus Climber Kuriel, Puzhukkadikaya 

144.  Cryptolepis buchananii Climber Kattupalvalli 

145.  Cyclea peltata Climber Malathangi 

146.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

147.  Derris scandens Climber Poovally 

148.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

149.  Dioscorea sp. Climber Kattukachil 

150.  Erycibe paniculata Climber Irumbithali 

151.  Gnetum edule Climber Karuthodal 

152.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli , Kokkivalli 

153.  Gymnema sylvestre Climber Chakkarakkolli 
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154.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannari, Naruneendi 

155.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

156.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

157.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kattumulla 

158.  Kamettia caryophyllata 

(Ellertonia rheedei) 

Climber Kammativalli 

159.  Lygodium scandens Climber Naippalli 

160.  Merremia umbellata Climber  

161.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naikkurana 

162.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vathamkodi 

163.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulagu 

164.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

165.  Rourea minor Climber Kuriel 

166.  Salacia fruticosa Climber Ponkoranti 

167.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelanchi 

168.  Strychnos minor Climber Vallikanjiram 

169.  Tetrastigma leucostaphylum Climber  

170.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

171.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Pothamruthu 

172.  Tylophora indica Climber Vallippala 

173.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

174.  Wattakaka volubilis Climber Vattakakkakodi 

175.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 

176.  Ziziphus rugosa Climber Juli, vanthodali 

 

Note: The vegetations of this sacred grove are in the wet and dry areas. The lower wet 

area has typical Myristica swamps. In the dry area, the vegetation is semi-evergreen 

type. The dominant trees are Hopea ponga, Archidendron monadelphum and 

Sclerpyrum pentandum.  
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21. Vellayilkkode Bhagavathi Temple SG, Beypore, (Kkd-59)  

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthara pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Ailanthus triphysa 

(Ailanthus malabarica) 

Tree Matti, Perumaram 

3.  Albizia saman 

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, 

Rain tree 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilam pala 

5.  Aphanamixis polystachya Tree Chemmaram 

6.  Artocarpus hirsutus Tree Ayani, Anjily 

7.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

8.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

9.  Cassia fistula  Tree Kanikonna 

10.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

11.  Ficus amplissima Tree Chela 

12.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Charu, Cheru 

13.  Mallotus philippensis  Tree Kurangumanjal, 

Sindooram 

14.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

15.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

16.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

17.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkapine 

18.  Antidesma acidum  Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

19.  Bambusa vulgaris Shrub Manjamula 

20.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

21.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

22.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

23.  Acrocephalus hispidus Herb  

24.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

25.  Commelina benghalensis Herb  

26.  Zingiber cernnum Herb Malayinchi 
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27.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

28.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam 

29.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

30.  Argyreia sp. Climber  

31.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

32.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

33.  Derris scandens Climber Poovalli 

34.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

35.  Dioscorea sp. Climber  

36.  Diploclisia glaucescens Climber Vattavalli 

37.  Gnetum edule  Climber Karuthodal 

38.  Jasminum coarctatum 

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

39.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

40.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

41.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

42.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kozhikudalam 

43.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

44.  Eragrostis pilosa   

 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      89 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

22. Vengeri Machamadathu Sarpakkavu, Mavalikadavu, (Kkd -517) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina  Tree Manchadi 

2.  Ailanthus triphysa  

(Ailanthus malabarica) 

Tree Matti, Perumaram 

3.  Briedelia retusa  Tree Mullenkaini 

4.  Caryota urens  Tree Eerampana 

5.  Cassia fistula  Tree Kanikonna 

6.  Chrysophyllum cainito  Tree Star apple 

7.  Ficus exasperata  Tree Therakam 

8.  Holigarna arnottiana  Tree Charu, Cheru 

9.  Mallotus philippensis  Tree Kurangumanjal, 

Sindooram 

10.  Olea dioica  Tree Idala 

11.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

12.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

13.  Strychnos nux-vomica  Tree Kanjiram 

14.  Tectona grandis  Tree Thekku 

15.  Antidesma acidum   Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

16.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

17.  Chassalia ophioxyloides  Shrub Vellakurinji 

18.  Clycosmis pentaphylla  Shrub Panal 

19.  Leea indica  Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

20.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Korinti 

21.  Amorphophallus paeoniifolius  Herb Kattuchena 

22.  Costus speciosus  Herb Channakkova 

23.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

24.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam 

25.  Anamirta cocculus  Climber Pollakkai 

26.  Argyreia sp. Climber  

27.  Cissus latifolia  Climber Chunnambuvalli 

28.  Cosmostigma racemosum  Climber Vattuvalli 

29.  Jasminum coarctatum 

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

30.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli, Paruvakkodi 

31.  Smilax zeylanica  Climber Kareelanchi 

32.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

33.  Ziziphus oenoplia  Climber Cheruthodali 
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23. Chimmanath Paradevatha Kavu, Padanilam, Kunnamangalam, Kozhikode 

(Kkd -249) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Local name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aporosa cardiosperma 

(Aporosa lindleyana) 

Tree Aetchil, Vetti 

3.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plavu 

4.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

5.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

6.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

7.  Cinnamomum malabatrum Tree Vayana 

8.  Delonix regia Tree Poomaram, Gulmohar 

9.  Ficus exasperata Tree Therakam 

10.  Ficus racemosa Tree Atthi 

11.  Flacourtia montana Tree Charalpazham 

12.  Holigarna arnottiana  Tree Charu, Cheru 

13.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

14.  Lagerstroemia microcarpa Tree Venthekku 

15.  Macaranga petlata  Tree Vatta 

16.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindhooram,  

Kurungumanjal 

17.  Mimusops elengi  Tree Elengi 

18.  Naringi crenulata Tree Narinarakam 

19.  Olea dioica  Tree Edala 

20.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

21.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

22.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

23.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

24.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

25.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 
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26.  Vitex altissima Tree Myla 

27.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

28.  Allophylus serratus  Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

29.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

30.  Bambusa bambos Shrub Illi, Mula  

31.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

32.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

33.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvalam 

34.  Cycas circinalis Shrub Eenth 

35.  Ficus hispida Shrub Parakam 

36.  Glycosmis mauritiana  Shrub Panal 

37.  Helicteres isora Shrub Idampiri-valampiri 

38.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Chuvannathetchi 

39.  Ixora malabarica Shrub Cherukuruva 

40.  Leea indica  Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

41.  Litsea ghatica  Shrub  

42.  Nothapodytes nimmoniana  

(Mappia foetida) 

Shrub Peenari, Puliptcha 

43.  Premna serratifolia Shrub Munja 

44.  Sauropus androgynus Shrub Velicheera 

45.  Amorphophallus paeoniifolius Herb Kattuchena 

46.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakoova 

47.  Curcuma zanthorrhiza  Herb Manjakkova 

48.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanarakam 

49.  Zingiber cernnum  Herb Malayinchi 

50.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

51.  Alangium salvifolium ssp.       

hexapetalum 

Climber Kuthirapazhan 

52.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

53.  Argyreia sp. Climber  

54.  Briedelia stipularis  

(Briedelia scandens) 

Climber Cherupanachi,  

Kanjikottam 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      92 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

55.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullani 

56.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

57.  Chonemorpha fragrans Climber Perumkurumba 

58.  Cissus latifolia  Climber Chunnambuvalli 

59.  Cissus sp. Climber  

60.  Cosmostigma racemosum Climber Vattuvalli 

61.  Cyclea peltata Climber Malathangi 

62.  Dalbergia horrida  Climber Anamullu 

63.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kattukachil 

64.  Dioscorea pentaphylla Climber Chavalikizhangu 

65.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

66.  Jasminum coarctatum  

(Jasminum rottlerianum) 

Climber Kattumulla 

67.  Naravelia zeylanica  Climber Vathakkodi 

68.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

69.  Smilax zeylanica Climber Kareelanchi 

70.  Spatholobus parviflorus Climber Adambuvalli 

71.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Pothamruthu 

72.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kozhikudalam 

73.  Uvaria narum  Climber Narumpanal 

74.  Vernonia elliptica Climber Curtain plant 

75.  Ziziphus oenoplia  Climber Cheruthodali 
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24. Kakkadathu Bhagavathi Temple Kavu, Beypore, (Kkd-52) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthara pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Albizia saman 

(Samanea saman) 

Tree Urakkamthoongi maran, 

Rain tree 

4.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

5.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

6.  Cassia siamea Tree Manjathakara 

7.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

8.  Ficus drupacea  var. pubescens 

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Kallal 

9.  Ficus exasperata Tree Therakam 

10.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayal 

11.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta 

12.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elengi 

13.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna chembakappala 

14.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

15.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

16.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

17.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

18.  Syzygium cumini Tree Njaval 

19.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

20.  Trema orientalis Tree Amathali, Pottama 

21.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Pambukolli 

22.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkova 

23.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

24.  Zingiber cernnum Herb Malayinchi 

25.  Acacia torta Climber Kakkincha 

26.  Alangium salvifolium ssp. 

hexapetalum  

Climber Valliankolam 

27.  Briedelia stipularis 

(Briedelia scandens) 

Climber Cherupanachi  

Kanjikottam 

28.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

29.  Piper longum Climber Thippali 

30.  Piper sp. Climber Kattukurumulaku 

31.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

32.  Tiliacora acuminata  Climber Vallikanjiram 

33.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kozhikudalam 
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25. Chembakkottu Kaavu, Kottamparamba, Kozhikode no. Kkd-186 

 

No. Sentific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchaadi 

2.  Alangium salvifolium Tree Valliankolam 

3.  Alibizia lebbeck Tree Karivaka 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

7.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

8.  Butea monosperma Tree Plaassu 

9.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vankana, Vallabham 

10.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

11.  Cinnamomum verum  Tree Elavangam 

12.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

13.  Diospyros paniculata Tree Karimaram 

14.  Diospyros peregrina Tree Panachhi 

15.  Ficus exasperata Tree Paarakam 

16.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

17.  Glochidion zeylanicum Tree Nellikkappuli/Neervetti 

18.  Gmelina arborea Tree Kumizhu 

19.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

20.  Hopea ponga  Tree Iyyakam 

21.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

22.  Lagerstroemia microcarpa Tree Venthekku 

23.  Magnolia champaca Tree Chembakam 

24.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Kurangumanjal,Sindooram 

25.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

26.  Mesua ferrea Tree Churuli 

27.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

28.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

29.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyani 

30.  Persea macrantha Tree Chaliru,Kulirmaavu 

31.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna Chembakam 
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32.  Santalam album Tree Chandanam 

33.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

34.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

35.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

36.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaara 

37.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

38.  Tamarindus indica Tree Vaalanpuli 

39.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

40.  Terminalia chebula Tree Kadukka 

41.  Trema orientalis Tree Aamatthaali 

42.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappayin 

43.  Wrightia arborea Tree Mylampaala 

44.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

45.  Flacourtia indica Shurb Aghori 

46.  Pogostemon purpurascens Shurb Thrijada 

47.  Acalypha hispida Shrub Poochavalam 

48.  Allophylus serratus Shrub Kukkannanpezhu 

49.  Antidesma acidum Shrub Aasaaripuli 

50.  Barleria prionitis Shrub Manja Kanakkambaram 

51.  Bixa orellana Shrub Sindooram 

52.  Calotropis gigantea Shrub Erikku 

53.  Canthium coromandelicum Shrub Kaaramullu 

54.  Catunregam spinosa Shrub Kaara 

55.  Chassalia  ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

56.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Pachha 

57.  
Clerodendendrum paniculatum Shrub Upputhaali, 

Aarumasappovu 

58.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

59.  
Clerodendrum serratum 

(Rotheca serrata) 

Shrub Cheruthekku 

60.  Datura metel Shrub Ummam 

61.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

62.  Desmodium triangulare Shrub Ammaayi vettila 

63.  Duranta erecta Shrub Velippoo 
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64.  Ecbolium viride Shrub Neela Karimkurinji 

65.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

66.  Gomphia serrata Shrub Chavakkambu 

67.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherukkotta 

68.  Hisbiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panachhakam 

69.  Hisbiscus rosa-sinensis Shrub Chemparathi 

70.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thechhi 

71.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

72.  Leea indica Shrub Erattayani 

73.  Leptonychia caudata Shrub - 

74.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kaayaampoo 

75.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

76.  Nerium oleander Shrub Arali 

77.  Osbeckia virgata Shrub Athiraani 

78.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Karuvalli, Koranti 

79.  Pseudarthria viscida Shrub Moovila 

80.  Rauvolfia serpentina Shrub Sarppagandhi 

81.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

82.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Oorppam 

83.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

84.  Vitex negundo Shrub Karinochhi 

85.  Acampe praemorsa Herb Maravaazha 

86.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

87.  Acmella paniculata Herb Kuppamanjal 

88.  Aeginetia indica Herb Kerippu 

89.  Aerva lanata Herb Cheroola 

90.  Amaranthus tricolor Herb Cheera 

91.  Amorphophallus paeoniifolius Herb Kaattuchena 

92.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kiriyaattha 

93.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 

94.  Cajanus scarabaeoides Herb Kaattumuthira 

95.  Centella asiatica Herb Mutthil 

96.  Cleome rutidosperma Herb Neelavela 

97.  Conyza bonariensis Herb - 
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98.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

99.  Crotalaria retusa Herb Kilukilukki  

100.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

101.  Curcuma longa Herb Manjal 

102.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

103.  Cyperus bulbosus Herb Muthanga 

104.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Oorila 

105.  Desmodium triflorum Herb Nilamparanda 

106.  Elephantopus scaber Herb Anachhuvadu 

107.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalcheviyan 

108.  Ipomoea aquatica Herb Kozhuppa 

109.  Laportea interrupta Herb Choriyanam 

110.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

111.  Leucas biflora Herb Thumba 

112.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottaavaadi 

113.  Musa paradisiaca Herb Kadalivaazha 

114.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

115.  Ocimum basilicum Herb Raamthulasi 

116.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 

117.  Oxalis corniculata Herb Puliyaaral 

118.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezharnelli 

119.  Rauvolfia serpentina Herb Sarppagandhi 

120.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

121.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurunthotti 

122.  Solanum americanum Herb Manatthakkaali 

123.  Spermacoce articularis Herb Kudalchurukki 

124.  Tragia involucrata Herb Koditthoova 

125.  Vernonia cinerea Herb Poovaamkurunthala 

126.  Xenostegia tridentata Herb Thalaneeli, Prasarani 

127.  Zingiber zerumbet Herb Kaattinchi 

128.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

129.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kaattumuthira 

130.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

131.  Ampelocissus latifolia Climber Chembaravalli 
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132.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollavalli 

133.  Argyreia nervosa Climber Samudrappachha 

134.  Calycopteris floribunda  Climber Pullaani 

135.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

136.  Cassytha filiformis Climber  Moodilanthaali 

137.  Celastrus paniculatus Climber Cherupunna 

138.  Cissus discolor Climber Njerinjaampuli 

139.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankhupushpam 

140.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnumvalli 

141.  Derris trifoliata Climber Ponnumvalli/Kammatti 

142.  Dioscorea bulbifera Climber Kaattukaachhil 

143.  Entada rheedei Climber Parandavalli 

144.  Gloriosa superba Climber Menthonni 

145.  Grewia heterotricha Climber - 

146.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

147.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannaari 

148.  Holostemma ada-kodien  Climber Adapathiyan 

149.  Ipomoea hederifolia Climber Kanavallikkodi 

150.  Ipomoea obscura Climber Tiruthaali 

151.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattupichhakam 

152.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

153.  Jasminum multiflorum Climber Kudamulla 

154.  Merremia vitifolia Climber Manjavayaravalli 

155.  Mikania micrantha Climber Vayara, Dhirastrapachha 

156.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naikkurana 

157.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

158.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

159.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikkanjiram 

160.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruthu 

161.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kaakkatthondi 

162.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthudali 
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26. Gurukkan Kavu, Kozhikode No. Kly-311 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchadi 

2.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

3.  Ailanthus triphysa Tree Matti, Perumaram 

4.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Cashew 

5.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vallabham, Varangu 

6.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

7.  Cassia siamea Tree Manjakonna 

8.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

9.  Ficus benghalensis Tree Peral 

10.  Ficus drupacea Thunb. var. 

pubescens  

(Ficus mysorensis) 

Tree Manja aal 

11.  Mallotus philippensis Tree Sindooram, 

Kurangumanjal 

12.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

13.  Olea dioica Tree Idala 

14.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chembakappala 

15.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

16.  Pterocarpus marsupium Tree Venga 

17.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

18.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

19.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

20.  Terminalia bellirica Tree Thaanni 

21.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappine 

22.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkapayin 

23.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

24.  Anitdesma acidum  Shrub Ariyaporiyan 

25.  Benkara malabarica Shrub Cholakkara 

26.  Breynia vitis-idaea Shrub Pavalapulla 

27.  Canthium rheedei Shrub Kattaramullu 

28.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

29.  Chromolaena odorata 

(Eupatorium odoratum) 

Shrub Communistpaccha 

 

30.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

31.  Hibiscus surattensis  Shrub Panchakam 

32.  Leea indica Shrub Njellu, Njekku 

33.  Pavetta indica Shrub Pavetta 
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34.  Pereskia belo Shrub  

35.  Polyalthia korintii Shrub Korantippazham 

36.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Shrub Koonampala 

37.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Ottukai 

38.  Acampe paremorsa Herb Maravazha 

39.  Alternanthera bettzickiana Herb  

40.  Assystacia gangetica Herb  

41.  Blepharis maderaspatensis 

(Blepharis boerhaviifolia) 

Herb Hemakandi 

42.  Cyathula prostrata Herb Cherukadaladi 

43.  Desmodium triquetrum Herb Ammayivettila 

44.  Eleusine indica Herb  

45.  Hyptis suaveolens Herb Nattapoochedi 

46.  Ischaemum indicum Herb  

47.  Justicia procumbens Herb  

48.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottavadi 

49.  Oplismenus compositus Herb  

50.  Pennisetum pedicellatum Herb Poochavalan pullu 

51.  Pennisetum polystachyon Herb Pothapullu 

52.  Perotis indica Herb  

53.  Phaulopsis imbricata Herb  

54.  Sida acuta Herb Malamkurunthotti 

55.  Sida alnifolia 

(Sida retusa) 

Herb Kurumthotti 

56.  Sida cordifolia Herb Anakkurunthotti , 

Vellooram 

57.  Spermacoce latifolia Herb Tharavu chedi 

58.  Zingiber nimmonii  

(Zingiber cernnum) 

Herb Malayinchi 

59.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

60.  Cansjera rheedei Climber  

61.  Cayratia pedata Climber Chorivalli 

62.  Cissus heyneana Climber  

63.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

64.  Dioscorea wallichii Climber  

65.  Hugonia mystax Climber Modirakkanni 

66.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

67.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

68.  Rourea minor Climber Kooriel 

69.  Tinospora sinensis Climber Pothamruthu 

70.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

71.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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27.  Kaliyamvelli Bhagavathi Temple Kavu, (Vdk-12) 

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Aglaia elaeagnoidea 

(Aglaia roxburghiana) 

Tree Njazhal 

2.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

3.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikonna 

4.  Chrysophyllum cainito Tree Star apple 

5.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru, Charu 

6.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

7.  Lannea coromandelica Tree Karasu, Udhi 

8.  Litsea coriacea Tree Maravettithaali 

9.  Macaranga peltata Tree Vatta, Thodukanni 

10.  Mangifera indica Tree Mavu 

11.  Mesua ferrea Tree Churuli 

12.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

13.  Sterculia guttata Tree Kavalam 

14.  Streblus asper Tree Paruvamaram 

15.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kanjiram 

16.  Vateria indica Tree Vellappine 

17.  Vatica chinensis Tree Adakkapayin 

18.  Canthium angustifolium Shrub Kattaramullu 

19.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakurinji 

20.  Chromolaena odorata 

(Eupatorium odoratum) 

Shrub Communistpaccha 

 

21.  Grewia nervosa Shrub Cherikotta 

22.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Kalapoo, Panachan 

23.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

24.  Ixora lanceolaria Shrub Cherukuruva 

25.  Leea indica Shrub Njekku, Njellu 

26.  Pavetta sp. Shrub  

27.  Phaulopsis imbricata Herb  
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28.  Sida acuta Herb Kattukurumthotti 

29.  Spermacoce latifolia Herb Tharavu chedi 

30.  Abrus pulchellus Climber Kattumuthira 

31.  Argyreia populifolia Climber  

32.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullani 

33.  Centrosema molle 

(Centrosema pubescens) 

Climber Kattupayar 

34.  Cissus latifolia Climber Chunnambuvalli 

35.  Combretum latifolium Climber  

36.  Dalbergia horrida Climber Anamullu 

37.  Dioscorea wallichii Climber Kattukatchil 

38.  Erycibe paniculata Climber Erumathali 

39.  Gnetum edule  Climber Karuthodal 

40.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Parvalli 

41.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Kadambavalli   

42.  Mussaenda frondosa Climber Vellila 

43.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

44.  Salacia fruticosa  Climber Ponkoranti 

45.  Strychnos minor Climber Vallikanjiram 

46.  Tiliacora acuminata Climber Vallikanjiram 

47.  Uvaria narum Climber Narumpanal 

48.  Ziziphus oenoplia Climber Cheruthodali 
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28. Thalasshiva Kshethra Kaavu, Arayangode, Mavoor, No. Kkd-149  

 

No. Scientific name Habit  Common name 

1.  Adenanthera pavonina Tree Manchaadi 

2.  Aegle marmelos Tree Koovalam 

3.  Ailanthus triphysa Tree Matti 

4.  Alstonia scholaris Tree Ezhilampaala 

5.  Anacardium occidentale Tree Kasumaavu 

6.  Aporosa cardiosperma Tree Aechil, Vetti 

7.  Artocarpus heterophyllus Tree Plaavu 

8.  Bombax ceiba Tree Ilavu 

9.  Calophylum inophyllum Tree Punna 

10.  Carallia brachiata Tree Vankana 

11.  Caryota urens Tree Eerampana 

12.  Cassia fistula Tree Kanikkonna 

13.  Cinnamomum verum Tree Ilavangam 

14.  Cocos nucifera Tree Thengu 

15.  Cynometra travancorica Tree Koori 

16.  Dipterocarpus indicus Tree Vella-ayani 

17.  Erythrina variegata Tree Mullumurukku, Murukku 

18.  Ficus benghalensis Tree Peral 

19.  Ficus microcarpa Tree Ithi 

20.  Ficus religiosa Tree Arayaal 

21.  Grewia tiliifolia Tree Chadachi 

22.  Holigarna arnottiana Tree Cheru 

23.  Hopea ponga Tree Eeyakam 

24.  Hydnocarpus pentandra Tree Marotti 

25.  Mangifera indica Tree Maavu 

26.  Mesua ferrea Tree Chruli 

27.  Mimusops elengi Tree Elenji 

28.  Olea dioica Tree Edala 

29.  Oroxylum indicum Tree Palakappayyani 
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30.  Persea macrantha Tree Chaliru, Kulirmaavu 

31.  Plumeria rubra Tree Chuvanna chempakam 

32.  Pongamia pinnata Tree Ungu 

33.  Santalum album Tree Chandanam 

34.  Saraca asoca Tree Ashokam 

35.  Schleichera oleosa Tree Poovam 

36.  Stereospermum colais Tree Paathiri 

37.  Sterulia guttata Tree Peenaari 

38.  Strychnos nux-vomica Tree Kaanjiram 

39.  Syzygium caryophyllatum Tree Cherunjaara 

40.  Tabernaemontana heyneana Tree Koonampaala 

41.  Tamarindus indica Tree Vaalanpuli  

42.  Tectona grandis Tree Thekku 

43.  Terminalia bellirica Tree Thaanni 

44.  Terminalia cuneata Tree Neermaruthu 

45.  Terminalia paniculata Tree Maruthu 

46.  Thespesia populnea Tree Poopparutthi 

47.  Zanthoxylum rhetsa Tree Mullilam 

48.  Abutilon indicum Shrub Kattoorakam 

49.  Acalypha hispida Shrub Poochavaalu 

50.  Allophyllus serratus Shrub Mukkannanpezhu 

51.  Bauhinia acuminata Shrub Veluttha Mandaaram 

52.  Bixa orelllana Shrub Sindooram 

53.  Caesalpinia pulcherrima Shrub Raajamalli 

54.  Callicarpa tomentosa Shrub Naikumbil 

55.  Chassalia ophioxyloides Shrub Vellakkurinji 

56.  Chromolaena odorata Shrub Communist Patchha 

57.  Clerodendrum infortunatum Shrub Peruvelam 

58.  Clerodendrum serratum Shrub Cheruthekku 

59.  Dendrocalamus strictus Shrub Mula 

60.  Dendrophthoe falcata Shrub Itthikkanni 

61.  Desmodium triangulare Shrub Ammaayi Vettila 
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62.  Dichapetalum gelonioides Shrub Cherumaram 

63.  Ecbolium ligustrinum Shrub Odiyamaadantha 

64.  Ecbolium viride Shrub - 

65.  Flacourtia indica Shrub Aghori 

66.  Glycosmis pentaphylla Shrub Paanal 

67.  Gomphandra tetrandra Shrub - 

68.  Hibiscus hispidissimus Shrub Panichhakam 

69.  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Shrub Chemparatthi 

70.  Ixora coccinea Shrub Thetchi 

71.  Ixora finlaysoniana Shrub Vellathetchi 

72.  Justicia gendarussa Shrub Vaathamkolli 

73.  Leea indica Shrub Njellu, Njekku 

74.  Maesa indica Shrub Kaattuvizhaal 

75.  Melastoma malabathricum Shrub Athiraani 

76.  Memecylon umbellatum Shrub Kaayaampoo, Kaasaavu 

77.  Mussaenda frondosa Shrub Vellila 

78.  Nerium oleander Shrub Arali 

79.  Osbeckia virgata Shrub Athirani 

80.  Pavetta indica Shrub Paavetta 

81.  Persicaria chinensis Shrub Thiruthaani 

82.  Pseudarthria viscida Shrub Moovila 

83.  Rauvolfia tetraphylla Shrub Paambumkolli 

84.  Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Shrub Kadappananth 

85.  Triumfetta rhomboidea Shrub Oorppam 

86.  Urena lobata Shrub Oorakam 

87.  Vitex negundo Shrub Karinochii 

88.  Woodfordia fruticosa Shrub Thaathirippoovu 

89.  Achyranthes aspera Herb Kadalaadi 

90.  Acmella paniculata Herb Kuppamanjal 

91.  Aerva lanata Herb Cherula 

92.  Andrographis paniculata Herb Kririyaatth 

93.  Biophytum reinwardtii Herb Mukkutti 
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94.  Cleome rutidosperma Herb Neelavela 

95.  Costus speciosus Herb Channakkoova 

96.  Crotalaria retusa Herb Kilukilukki  

97.  Curculigo orchioides Herb Nilappana 

98.  
Curcuma aurantiaca 

(Curcuma ecalcarata) 

Herb - 

99.  Curcuma longa Herb Manjal 

100.  Cynodon dactylon Herb Karuka 

101.  Desmodium gangeticum Herb Orila 

102.  Desmodium triflorum Herb Nilamparanda 

103.  Emilia sonchifolia Herb Muyalcheviyan 

104.  Evolvulus alsinoides Herb Vishnukraanthi 

105.  Impatiens dasysperma Herb Thottachhinungi 

106.  Impatiens minor Herb Kasitthumba 

107.  Leucas aspera Herb Thumba 

108.  Leucas biflora Herb Thumba 

109.  Mimosa pudica Herb Thottaavaadi 

110.  Naregamia alata Herb Nilanaarakam 

111.  Nelumbo nucifera Herb Thaamara 

112.  Ocimum tenuifloram Herb Krishnathulasi 

113.  Oxalis corniculata Herb Puliyarila 

114.  Phyllanthus airy-shawii Herb Keezhaarnelli 

115.  Rhynchostylis retusa Herb Maravaazha 

116.  Scoparia dulcis Herb Kallurukki 

117.  Senna tora Herb Thakara 

118.  Sida mysorensis Herb Kurunthotti 

119.  Sida rhombifolia Herb Kurunthotti 

120.  Abrus precatorius Climber Kunni 

121.  Acacia caesia Climber Incha 

122.  Anamirta cocculus Climber Pollakkai 

123.  Aristolochia indica Climber Karalakam/Garudakkodi 

124.  Calycopteris floribunda Climber Pullaani 
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125.  Cansjera rheedei Climber - 

126.  Cassytha filiformis Climber Moodillatthaali 

127.  Cissus discolour Climber Njerinjampuli 

128.  Clitoria ternatea Climber Shankhupushpam 

129.  Derris scandens Climber Ponnumvalli 

130.  Derris trifoliate Climber Kammattivalli 

131.  Entada rheedei  Climber Parandavalli 

132.  Grewia heterotricha Climber - 

133.  Grewia umbellifera Climber Bhasmavalli 

134.  Hemidesmus indicus Climber Nannaari 

135.  Holostemma ada-kodien  Climber Adpathiyan 

136.  Hugonia mystax Climber Mothirakkanni 

137.  Ichnocarpus frutescens Climber Paalvalli 

138.  Ipomoea obscura Climber Thiruthaali 

139.  Jasminum angustifolium Climber Kaattupichhakam 

140.  Jasminum malabaricum Climber Pichhakam 

141.  Mucuna pruriens Climber Naaikkurana 

142.  Naravelia zeylanica Climber Vaathakkodi 

143.  Piper nigrum Climber Kurumulaku 

144.  Pothos scandens Climber Varivalli 

145.  Rubia cordifolia Climber Manchetti 

146.  Salacia fruticosa Climber Ekanaayakam 

147.  Tiliacora acuminate Climber Vallikkaanjiram 

148.  Tinospora cordifolia Climber Chittamruth 

149.  Trichosanthes tricuspidata Climber Kaakkatthondi 
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CHAPTER.  VI  

Plant Distrib ution ïFrequency Analysis. 

Among the 1231 sacred groves (SGs) of the district, one time enumeration 

was carried out in 27 SGs based on the extent of area, vegetation type and location in 

the four taluks viz. Kozhikode, Quilandy, Vadakara and Thamarassery. For the 

analysis of the frequency of distribution and occurrence, perennial species like trees, 

shrubs and climbers alone were taken because enumeration was carried out only once 

in the Sacred groves. Among the 372 species enumerated, 143 are trees, 121 climbers 

and 108 shrubs. With regards to the frequency of occurrence, Strychnos nux-vomica is 

the most widely occurring species. It is occurring in all the 27 SGs; followed by 

Adenathera pavonina and Pothos scandens in 25 SGs; Caryota urens, Chassalia 

ophioxyloides and Mimusops elengi in 24 SGs; Cissus latifolia in 23 SGs and 

Sterculia guttata in 20 SGs. As many as 90 species are occurring in one SG; 56 

species in two SGs; 40 species in three SGs and 35 species in four SGs. The 

frequency of occurrence of species in different sacred groves is provided in table 1-24 

and figure1. 

Analysis of species distribution shows that as many as 19 species enumerated 

from Vallikkattu Kavu have not been recorded from other SGs. Poyilkavu has 6 

species unique to it; Peralam Kavu has 9; Pinnanath Kavu and Parokavu have 6 each 

and Peralam Kavu has 9 species.   With regards to nativity of species which are 

unique to the sacred groves, out of the 19 species in Vallikkattu Kavu, 15 are 

indigeno((us and 2 exotics. All the 6 unique species in Poyil Kavu and Pinnanathu 

Kavu are indigenous.  In Parokavu, out of the 6 unique species, Acaia auriculiformis 

is exotic. Among the 90 unique species in the sacred groves, 69 are indigenous and 19 

exotics. The tables carry abreviaions of sacred groves. 

(Note- Refer page no.122 for abreviations on Sacred Groves).  
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Table 1. Species occurring only in one sacred grove 

 

Species name Name of sacred 

groves 

Ancistrocladus heyneanus VK 

Anodendron paniculatum VK 

Bauhinia scandens VK 

Bonamia semidigyna VK 

Adhatoda zeylanica VK 

Cereus pterogonus VK 

Ixora brachiata VK 

Ixora polyantha VK 

Pavetta tomentosa VK 

Archidendron bigeminum VK 

Diospyros sp. VK 

Gomphandra coriacea VK 

Gymnacranthera farquhariana VK 

Madhuca neriifolia VK 

Mastixia arborea ssp. meziana VK 

Myristica fatua var. magnifica VK 

Prunus ceylanica VK 

Pterospermum diversifolium VK 

Spathodea campanulata VK 

Derris sp. PY 

Embelia tsjeriam-cottam PY 

Ficus  tsjahela PY 

Ipomoea campanulata PY 

Morinda umbellata PY 

Piper hymenophyllum PY 

Dioscorea alata PN 

Diospyros montana PN 

Ficus tinctoria ssp. parasitica PN 

Ipomoea pes-tigridis PN 

Litsea glutinosa PN 
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Bambusa vulgaris VL 

Piper longum KK 

Piper sp. KK 

Acacia auriculiformis PR 

Ficus arnottiana PR 

Morinda reticulata PR 

Phyllanthus emblica PR 

Phyllanthus reticulates PR 

Solena amplexicaulis PR 

Delonix regia CH 

Ficus racemosa CH 

Litsea ghatica CH 

Naringi crenulata CH 

Sauropus androgynus CH 

Spatholobus parviflorus CH 

Vernonia elliptica CH 

Capparis mooniana TM 

Coccinia grandis TM 

Croton oblongifolius NK 

Allophylus cobbe PM 

Leea guineensis PM 

Ipomoea triloba AZ 

Mimosa invisa AZ 

Murraya koenigii AZ 

Nyctanthes arbortristis AZ 

Argyreia populifolia KV 

Ixora lanceolaria KV 

Atalantia racemosa MK 

Canavalia sp. MK 

Celtis timorensis MK 

Haldina cordifolia MK 

Hibiscus surattensis GK 

Pereskia belo GK 
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Chukrasia tabularis KS 

Leucaena leucocephala KS 

Pajanelia longifolia KS 

Pedilanthus tithymaloides KS 

Ficus talbotii TH 

Dysoxylum malabaricum TC 

Lophopetalum wightianum TC 

Plumeria obtusa TC 

Lepisanthes tetraphylla KM 

Meineckia parvifolia KM 

Strobilanthes ciliatus KM 

Acacia sinuata TS 

Albizia lebbeck TS 

Diplocyclos palmatus TS 

Moringa pterygosperma TS 

Ficus microcarpa TV 

Bauhinia purpurea TP 

Plumbago zeylanica TP 

Allamanda cathartica PL 

Artemisia nilagarica PL 

Blepharistemma serratum PL 

Calopogonium mucunoides PL 

Hyptis suaveolens PL 

Ipomoea carnea ssp. fistulosa PL 

Justicia beddomei PL 

Scaevola sericea PL 

Thevetia peruviana PL 
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Table 2.  Species occurring in 2 sacred groves. 
 

Abutilon indicum TV,TP 

Acronychia pedunculata  VK,PY 

Alstonia venenata TS,  PL 

Ampelocissus indica PM,  TH 

Annona reticulata PN, TM 

Antidesma bunius KM,  PL 

 Antidesma ghaesembilla VK, PL 

Aporosa acuminata KM, TV 

Aristolochia indica TK, TV 

Artabotrys hexapetalus TC, KM 

Baliospermum montanum TS,  PL 

Bauhinia phoenicea VK, KM 

Breynia retusa  SK, TH 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima TV, PL 

Callicarpa tomentosa VK, TV 

Calophylum inophyllum TV, TP 

Canarium strictum TC,TS 

Careya arborea VK,TS 

Cassia siamea KK, GK 

Cipadessa baccifera KM, TP 

Cissus sp. PR, CH 

Cordia wallichii TS, PL 

Cosmostigma racemosum CH, VG 

Diploclisia glaucescens VL, TS 

Erythrina variegata PM,TV 

Falconeria insignis VK, PR 

Ficus sp. PY, TS 

Glycosmis mauritiana PR, CH 

Gomphandra tetrandra TC, TV 

Helicteres isora VK, CH 

Holarrhena pubescens VK, TS 
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Holoptelea integrifolia  MK, TH 

Hopea parviflora TC, KM 

Ipomoea hederifolia TC, CB 

Ixora finlaysoniana KM, TV 

Ixora javanica TC,PL 

Justicia adhatoda PM, TC 

Lantana camara TP, PL 

Marsdenia tenacissima PM,TS 

Myristica malabarica VK, PY 

Nothopegia travancorica VK, PY 

Pavetta sp. PY, KV 

Persicaria chinensis TV, TP 

Pseuderanthemum malabaricum VK, PL 

Pterocarpus marsupium GK,TS 

Quisqualis indica TC, PL 

Rubia cordifolia TV,  PL 

Sapindus trifoliatus TM, NK 

Sarcostigma kleinii PM, AZ 

Swietenia macrophylla TP, PL 

Terminalia cuneata  TS,TV 

Toxocarpus kleinii  PN,TH 

Tylophora indica VK,TP 

Wrightia tinctoria KM, S 

Xylia xylocarpa PR, KM 

Zanonia indica PN, AZ 
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Table 3.  Species occurring in 3 sacred groves. 

 

Ampelocissus latifolia TC,CB,TP 

Antidesma montanum  TC,TS,TP 

Areca catechu  TC,TS,PL 

Argyreia nervosa TC,CB,PL 

Argyreia sp. VL,CH,VG 

Asparagus racemosus  VK,PY,NK 

Barleria prionitis CB,TP,PL 

Butea monosperma TS,CB,TP 

Cardiospermum halicacabum TC,KM,TS 

Cissampelos pareira TS,TP,PL 

Clerodendrum paniculatum  TC,TS,CB 

Combretum latifolium  VK,KV,KM  

Connarus monocarpus - VK,TS,PL 

Corypha umbraculifera  VK,TC,PL 

Coscinium fenestratu-  TC,KM,TP 

Cryptolepis buchananii  VK,TS,TP 

Cynometra travancorica  TC,KM,TV 

Dendrocalamus strictus  KM,TS,TV 

Desmodium triangulare  TC,CB,TV 

Dioscorea sp. VK,PN,VL 

Diospyros paniculata  TC,KM,CB 

Dipterocarpus indicus TC,KM,TV 

Elaeocarpus tuberculatus  KM,TS,PL 

Entada rheedei  CB,TV,TP 

Ficus amplissima PY,VL,KK 

Flacourtia montana  CH,TM,PM 

Gmelina arborea  MK,TS,CB 

Gymnema sylvestre  VK,TC,PL 

Ipomoea mauritiana  PM,AZ,MK 

Kamettia caryophyllata VK,KM,PL 

Leptonychia caudata  TC,TS,CB 

Magnolia champaca VK,TS,CB 

Mikania micrantha  MK,TC,CB 
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Table 4.   Species occurring in 4 sacred groves. 

 

Salacia chinensis  TC,KM,TS 

Syzygium zeylanicum  SK,AZ,MK 

Terminalia catappa  VK,KM,PL 

Terminalia chebula KM,TS,CB 

Tetrastigma leucostaphylum  VK,PY,AZ 

Thespesia populnea  TS,TV,PL 

Woodfordia fruticosa  TV,TP,PL 

Acalypha hispida TC,CB,TV,TP 

Antiaris toxicaria  TM,NK,TC,KM 

Artocarpus hirsutus  PY,PN,VL,KM 

Cajanus scarabaeoides  VK,PR,TS,TP 

Canthium coromandelicum  KM,TS,CB,TP 

Cissus heyneana PM,AZ,MK,GK 

Derris trifoliata TC,CB,TV,TP 

Dichapetalum gelonioides  VK,PY,TV,TP 

Ecbolium ligustrinum  TC,KM,TV,TP 

Ecbolium viride  TS,CB,TV,PL 

Flueggea virosa VK,PM,MK,TK  

Gliricidia sepium  TK,KM,TP,PL 

Glochidion zeylanicum  TC,KM,CB,TP 

Grewia heterotricha  KM,CB,TV,TP 

Grewia tiliifolia  KM,TS,TV,PL 

Lagerstroemia microcarpa  CH,TH,KM,CB 

Lygodium scandens  VK,PY,PM,AZ 

Maesa indica KM,TS,TV,PL 

Melastoma malabathricum   SK,TH,TV,TP 

Memecylon randerianum  VK,PR,TC,KM 

Merremia umbellata  VK,PN,PM,AZ 

Merremia vitifolia  VK,TC,CB,TP 
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Table 5.  Species occurring in 5 sacred groves. 
 

 

Murraya paniculata VK,PM,KM,TS 

Osbeckia virgata TC,CB,TV,TP 

Pavetta indica  PR,GK,TV,PL 

Pogostemon purpurascens  TC,KM,CB,TP 

Pseudarthria viscida  CB,TV,TP,PL 

Scleropyrum pentandrum  VK,PY,TK,KM  

Stachytarpheta jamaicensis  TS,TV,TP,PL 

Stereospermum colais KM,TS,TV,PL 

Strychnos minor  VK,PY,PR,KV 

Tamarindus indica  TC,CB,TV,TP 

Terminalia bellirica  GK,KM,TV,PL 

Terminalia paniculata MK,TS,TV,PL 

Xanthophyllum arnottianum VK,TC,KM,PL 

Bauhinia acuminata  VK,KS,TC,TV,PL 

Benkara malabarica  VK,MK,TK,GK,TH  

Breynia vitis-idaea  VK,PM,GK,TH,TP 

Calotropis gigantea  TC,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Cayratia pedata  VK,PY,TK,GK,KS 

Cissus repens VK ,TC,TS,TP,PL 

Cyclea peltata  VK,PR,CH,TC,KM 

Datura metel  TC,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Diospyros candolleana  PY,MK,TH,TC,TS 

Duranta erecta  TC,KM,CB,TP,PL 

Fagraea ceilanica  VK,PY,PR,TC,KM 

Ficus benghalensis PN,AZ,GK,KM,TV 

Ipomoea obscura  TC,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Jasminum multiflorum TC,KM,TS,CB,PL 

Lannea coromandelica   PN,PM,AZ,KV,MK 

Mesua ferrea  AZ,KV,TC,CB,TV 
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Table 6.  Species occurring in 6 sacred groves. 
 

Acacia torta  VK,PY,KK,CH,PM,AZ 

Ailanthus triphysa  VL,VG.GK.KM.TV.TP 

Alangium salvifolium  TC,KM,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Albizia saman  PN,VL,KK,CH,NK,TK 

Bixa orellana TC,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Bombax ceiba  VK,PR,TH,TS,TV,TP 

Catunaregam spinosa  TC,KM,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Celastrus paniculatus  VK,PM,TH,TS,CB,PL 

Chonemorpha fragrans  VK,PR,CH,TC,TS,TP 

Cinnamomum malabatrum  VK,PN,PR,CH,TC,TP 

Cycas circinalis  VK,CH,PM,AZ,MK,KS 

Dioscorea wallichii  PM,AZ,KV,MK,GK,TH  

Diospyros peregrina  PM,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV 

Erycibe paniculata VK,PY,PR,AZ,KV,TH 

Ficus drupacea. var. pubescens  PY,KK,PR,PM,AZ,GK 

Gnetum edule  VK,PY,VL,PR,MK,TH 

Hemidesmus indicus VK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV 

Holostemma ada-kodien  TC,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Mucuna pruriens  VK,TC,TS,CB,TV,TP 

Premna serratifolia  PR,CH,SK,KM,TP,PL 

Rourea minor  VK,PR,TM,AZ,GK,TH 

Streblus asper  VK,VL,KK,TM,VG,KV  

Ziziphus rugosa  VK,TC,KM,TS,TP,PL 

 

Nerium oleander TC,KM,TS,CB,TV 

Persea macrantha  TC,TS,CB,TV,TP 

Piper nigrum VK,PM,TC,TV,TP 

Rauvolfia serpentina  TC,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Vitex negundo TC,KM,TS,CB,TV 

Wattakaka volubilis  VK,KM,TS,TP,PL 

Wrightia arborea TC,TS,CB,TP,PL 
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Table 7.  Species occurring in 7 sacred groves. 
 

Aegle marmelos  VK,KK,K M,TS,TV,TP,PL 

Allophylus serratus  VK,PR,CH,KM,TS,CB,TV 

Aphanamixis polystachya VK,VL,PM,TK,TC,KM,TP 

Bambusa bambos VK,CH,PM,AZ,TC,TS,PL 

Briedelia retusa  VK,TM,VG,SK,PM,MK,TH 

Canthium rheedei  VK,PY,GK,TC,KM,TP,PL 

Centrosema molle  PM,AZ,KV,TH,TS,TP,PL 

Clitoria ternatea  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Dendrophthoe falcata TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Dioscorea pentaphylla VK,PY,PR,CH,TM,NK,SK 

Ficus hispida PY,CH,PM,MK,TC,TS,PL 

Grewia umbellifera  VK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Justicia gendarussa  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Litsea coriacea  VK,PM,AZ,KV,MK,KM,TS  

Oroxylum indicum  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Salacia fruticosa VK,AZ,KV,TC,TS,TV,TP 

Tinospora cordifolia  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Urena lobata  TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

 

Table 8. Species occurring in 8 sacred groves.  
 

Cassytha filiformis SK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Cissus discolor VK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Clerodendrum serratum PR,SK,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Cocos nucifera VK,PM,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,PL 

Ficus exasperata  KK,CH,TM,VG,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Flacourtia indica SK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Hugonia mystax VK,PN,PR,TK,GK,TV,TP,PL 

Ixora malabarica VK,PY,PR,CH,PM,AZ,MK,PL 

Jasminum coarctatum   VL,CH,TM,NK,VG,PM,AZ,MK 

Triumfetta rhomboidea AZ,MK,GK,TC,TS,CB,TV,TP 

Vateria indica VK,SK,KV,GK,TC,CB,TP,PL 

Vitex altissima VK,PR,CH,SK,MK,TH,TC,KM 



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      119 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

 

Table 9. Species occurring in 9 sacred groves. 

 

Abrus precatorius VK,PN,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Acacia caesia  VK,MK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Aporosa cardiosperma VK,PR,CH,TH,KM,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Derris scandens  VK,PN,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Gomphia serrata VK,PR,AZ,TC,KM,TS,CB,TP,PL 

Jasminum angustifolium  PM,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Macaranga peltata  VK,PY,KK,PR,CH,KV,MK,TH,PL 

Naravelia zeylanica VK,CH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP-,PL 

Polyalthia korintii VK,PR,VG,MK,TK,GK,KM,CB,PL 

Rauvolfia tetraphylla  KK,CH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Saraca asoca  PY,CH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Syzygium cumini  VK,PY,KK,TM,PM,AZ,TC,KM,TP 

Trema orientalis PN,KK,TM,PM,AZ,TS,CB,TP,PL 

 

Table 10. Species occurring in 10 sacred groves. 
 

Alangium salvifolium spp. 

hexapetalum 

VL,KK,PR,CH,TM,NK,VG,MK,TC,PL 

Briedelia stipularis PN,KK,PR,CH,MK,TC,,KM,TS,TP,PL 

Memecylon umbellatum  VK,PR,SK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP 

Anacardium occidentale VK,PM,GK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Cinnamomum verum  PM,AZ,MK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

 

Table 11. Species occurring in 11 sacred groves 
 

Artocarpus heterophyllus VK,CH,TM,PM,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Chromolaena odorata PM,AZ,KV,MK,GK,TC,KM,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Dalbergia horrida  VK,PY,PN,VL,PR,CH,NK,KV,TC,TS,TP 

Gloriosa superba  PN,TM,SK,PM,AZ,MK,TH,KM,TS,CB,PL 

Hydnocarpus pentandra  VK,PY,PR,CH,TM,NK,PM,AZ,MK,CB,TV 

Nothapodytes nimmoniana  VK,PN,CH,TM,NK,PM,AZ,MK,TK,TS,PL 

Plumeria rubra PN,KK,TM,GK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Pongamia pinnata VK,PN,KK,CH,TM,TK,GK,KM,TV,TP,PL 

Schleichera oleosa  PR,CH,PM,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Trichosanthes tricuspidata PN,VL,KK,CH,TM,TC,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 
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Table 12.  Species occurring in 12 sacred groves 

 

Anamirta cocculus VK,PY,VL,CH,VG,AZ,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Clerodendrum 

infortunatum  

VK,PN,PR,CH,TM,NK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,PL 

Santalum album VK,PR,CH,GK,KS,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Syzygium caryophyllatum  VK,PR,SK,AZ,MK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

 

Table 13. Species occurring in 13 sacred groves 

 

Abrus pulchellus PY,VL,PM,AZ,KV,MK,GK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,PL 

Jasminum malabaricum VK,SK,PM,AZ,KV,MK,TK,TH,TC,KM,CB,TV,TP 

Tinospora sinensis  VK,PN,CH,TM,NK,SK,TK,GK,TH,TC,KM,TP,PL 

Glycosmis pentaphylla VK,TM,VG,PM,AZ,MK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Ixora coccinea  VK,PY,PR,CH,SK,KV,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Aglaia elaeagnoidea  VK,PY,PM,AZ,KV,MK,GK,KS,TH,TC,KM,TS,TP 

Alstonia scholaris  VK,PN,VL,TM,NK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Carallia brachiata PN,VL,PR,CH,SK,PM,GK,TH,KM,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Ficus religiosa KK,NK,SK,AZ,TK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Tabernaemontana 

heyneana 

VK,PY,PR,PM,AZ,MK,GK,TC,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Tectona grandis  PN,KK,CH,NK,VG,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Vatica chinensis PY,VL,TM,SK,KV,MK,TK,GK,KS,TH,TC,TP,PL 

Zanthoxylum rhetsa VK,CH,PM,AZ,MK,GK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

 

Table 14. Species occurring in 14 sacred groves 

 

Cassia fistula  PY,VL,KK,PR,CH,NK,VG,PM,AZ,KV,MK,TH,TV,PL  

Chrysophyllum cainito PN,VL,KK,TM,NK,VG,SK,PM,AZ,KV,MK,TK,GK,TH 

Dioscorea bulbifera  PN,VL,PR,CH,TM,NK,SK,PM,AZ,MK,TK,TH,TS,CB 

Hibiscus hispidissimus VK,PN,TM,PM,AZ,KV,MK,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

 

Table 15. Species occurring in 15 sacred groves 

Antidesma 

acidum 

PY,VL,CH,VG,SK,PM,AZ,MK,GK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TP 

Calycopteris 

floribunda  

VK,PR,CH,NK,SK,KV,MK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP,PL 

Hopea ponga VK,PN,PR,SK,PM,AZ,KV,MK,TH,TC,KM,TS,CB,TV,TP 
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Table 16. Species occurring in 16 sacred groves 

 

Cansjera rheedei Except VL,KK,TM,NK,VG,PM,AZ,KV,MK,KM 

Ichnocarpus frutescens   Except PN,VL,KK,TM,VG,PM,KS,TC,KM,CB 

Uvaria narum  Except PN,KK,TM,NK,TK,TC,KM,CB,TV,TP 

Grewia nervosa  Except PN,KK,PR,CH,NK,VG,SK,KS,TS,TV 

Leea indica  Except PN,VL,KK,TM,NK,PM,AZ,TK,KS,TH 

Mussaenda frondosa  Except PN,KK,CH,TM,NK,PM,AZ,TK,KS,TH 

 

Table 17. Species occurring in 17 sacred groves 

 

Canthium 

angustifolium  

Except VK,PY,PN,KK,NK,GK,KS,CB,TV 

Mangifera indica  Except VL,KK,CH,TM,VG,AZ,TK,GK,KS 

Smilax zeylanica  Except KK,PR,NK,KV,GK,KS,CB,TV,TP 

 

 

Table 18. Species occurring in 18 sacred groves 

 

Olea dioica  Except PY,PN,VL,KK,TM,NK,KV,TK 

 

Table 19. Species occurring in 19 sacred groves 

 

Holigarna arnottiana  Except KK,TM,MK,TK,GK,KS,TH 

Mallotus philippensis  Except VK,PY,PN,KK,KS,TV,KV 

Tiliacora acuminata  Except PY,PN,VL,PR,CH,VG,GK 

Ziziphus oenoplia  Except VK,PY,PN,VL,KK,NK,TV 

 

Table 20. Species occurring in 20 sacred groves 

 

Sterculia guttata  Except CH,SK,MK,TK,CB,PL 

 

Table 21. Species occurring in 23 sacred groves 

 

Cissus latifolia  Except KS,CB,TV 

 

Table 22. Species occurring in 24 sacred groves 
 

Caryota urens  Except TK,TP 

Chassalia 

ophioxyloides   

Except KK,KS 

Mimusops elengi  Except VL,VG 
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Table 23. Species occurring in 25 sacred groves 
 

Adenanthera pavonina  Except KV 

Pothos scandens Except TP 

 

Table 24. Species occurring in 27 sacred groves 

 

Strychnos nux-vomica  All  

 

Abbreviations:  

VK-Vallikkattu kavu (Kkd-578);  PY-Poyil kavu (Kly-42);  

PN-Pinnanathu kavu (Kkd-60);  VL- Vellayilkode(Kkd-59);  

KK-Kakkadathu(Kkd-52); PR-Parokkavu ( Kkd-42);  

CH-Chimmanath (Kkd-249); TM- Thirumangalam (Kkd-159) ;  

NK-Nellikkavu (Kkd-495); VG-Vengeri (Kkd-517);  

SK-Shree kattil kariathan Kkd-412); PM- Perumana ( vdk-23);  

AZ-Azhiyurkorathu (Vdk-35); KV-Kaliyamvelli(Vdk-12); 

MK-Muchukunnu (Kly-294); TK- Thrikkattu (Kly-310);  

GK-Gurukkan (Kly-311);  KS-Kizhoor siva (Kly-332);  

TH-Thekkayil (Kly-179);  TC-Thechottu( Tms-17);   

KM- Karimala (              );  TS-Thondassery (Kkd-27);  

CB-Chembottu (Kkd-186);  TV-Thalashiva (Kkd-149);  

TP-Thazhepurakka (Kkd-326)l;  PL- Peralam kavu.( Kkd-158) 
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Figure 1.  Number of species unique to the sacred grove 
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The number of trees, shrubs and climbers in the 27 sacred groves is provided 

in table 25 and Taluk wise occurrence of trees, shrubs and climbers in table 26.  

 

Table 25.  The number of species of trees, shrubs and climbers in the 26 sacred 

groves 

 

Sl. 

no 
Name of Sacred grove Trees Shrubs Climbers Total 

1.  Azhiyurkorath 25 17 28 70 

2.  Karimala 61 40 33 134 

3.  Kizhur Shiva 12 4 6 22 

4.  Muchukunnu 31 19 22 72 

5.  Nellikkavu 18 3 12 33 

6.  Parokkavu 28 19 22 69 

7.  Peralamkavu 51 54 42 147 

8.  Perumana 33 17 23 73 

9.  Peruballikavu 53 40 37 130 

10.  Pinnanathu  24 5 17 46 

11.  Plavil Illam 7 2 9 18 

12.  Poyilkavu 25 12 23 60 

13.  Shree kattil kariyathan 17 13 15 45 

14.  Thazhepurakkal 49 45 42 136 

15.  Thechottu 55 45 45 145 

16.  Thekkayil 27 10 23 60 

17.  Thirkottoor 19 7 13 32 

18.  Thirumangalam 23 8 15 46 

19.  Thondassery 56 38 43 137 

20.  Vallikattu  52 37 54 143 

21.  Vellayikkode 17 6 16 39 

22.  Vengeri 14 6 10 30 

23.  Chimmanath 28 17 25 70 

24.  Kakkadathu 20 2 8 30 

25.  Chembakottu 44 40 37 121 

26.  Gurukkal 24 12 14 50 

27.  Kaliyamvelli 17 19 22 45 

28.  Thalasshiva 47 41 29 117 

 

The analysis with respect to endemism shows that, out of the 372 species, 35 

are Western Ghats endemics. Endemism among trees are relatively high with 19 

species. Among the 121 species of climbers only 5 are endemics and out of the 108 

shrubs 11 endemics. As many as 44 exotics were recorded from the sacred groves. 

Invasive species such as Mikania micrantha, Mimosa invisa and Chromolaena 
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odorata have established in some of the sacred groves where the vegetation is 

degraded. Exotic garden plants such as Ixora javanica, Plumeria obtusa, Plumeria 

rubra, Nerium oleander, Allamanda cathartica, Caesalpinia pulcherrima, Bixa 

orellana etc were planted in some of the sacred groves. Among the 10 dominant 

sacred groves, tree diversity is highest in Karimalakavu with 61 species. Shrub 

diversity is high in Peralamkavu with 54 species and climber diversity high in 

Vallikkattukavu with 54 species. 

 

Table 26. Taluk-wise occurrence of species of trees, shrubs and climbers 

 

Taluk Trees Shrubs Climbers Total 

Kozhikkode 129 96 104 329 

Koilandy 85 57 71 213 

Vadakara 48 32 45 125 

Thamarassery 53 44 48 145 

 

Among the taluks, Kozhikode has the highest species diversity. 
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CHAPTER V I I  

ECOLOGICAL   STATUS. 

Sacred groves with their richness  in biodiversity are of immense ecological 

significance. The vegetation as well as the biological setup in a sacred grove is 

normally fully protected from human interference through customary taboos and 

sanctions with cultural and ecological implications. In such a typical condition there 

can be immense activity among and between all living organisms providing plenty of 

resources for research on some of the aspects not seen studied hitherto.   In this 

chapter with the limited scope to undertake a study on this vast subject, the 

observations made with the basic principles relating to ecological status have been 

presented.This is confined to vegetation, soil conditions, faunal significance and water 

conservation. 

. Keystone species 

Apart from direct benefits of biodiversity conservation, there are indirect 

benefits which flow from sacred groves through ecosystem functions. Some species, 

though present in small numbers, play very important role by their unique abilities 

such as nitrogen fixation and attracting many birds ,animals etc. and help maintaining 

life forms in plenty. They are known as keystone species. These species have 

disproportionate large effect on other species in a community.Law (2002) tried to 

identify keystone species in two SGs based on following parameters. 

 

i.  Importance of value index (ivi )ôii - Position of the canopy, iii - Position of growth 

form, iv. Association with other species (epiphytic growth), mobile links (pollinators, 

dispersers) ,v. Capacity to supply food resources for faunal diversity, vi. Succession 

status-light demanding/shade tolerant,vii- Biomass and nutrient allocation pattern to 

shoot and root.,viii. Shoot / root ratio of seedlings.ôix. Nutrient input to the system. 

 Once such species are removed from an ecosystem it may create dramatic 

changes in the rest of the community. Much  studies have not been made on this 

aspect in respect of the SGs in Kerala. In Tamil Nadu   Ficus religiosa and F. 

benghalensis - known as strangler figs, are considered to be Keystone species.  These 

species have aggressive growth habit ensuring their regeneration and survival. They 

bear pulpy small fruits during dry summer when most of the other species do not. 
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Hence they attract frugivorous birds, a few mammals and reptiles and several species 

of insects. Many pollinators and seed dispersers are attracted to promote regeneration 

in the plant community. In many of the SGs Ficus species are present. Another 

attraction is that the different species of Ficus bear fruits in different  seasons also 

.The strong winding roots of Ficus prevent soil erosion. It is because of these 

influences on other community these species are called keystone species. There can 

be more such species if studies are taken up in this direction.  

     Taking into consideration the essential qualities of keystone species the following 

species seen in these SGs are suggested for consideration and study. 

i. Vateria indica-(Dipterocarpaceae). This is a shade bearer having no 

problems in regeneration. This has profuse seeding habit. It occupies the 

canopy in a spreading manner and flowers during January-March. 

ii.  Caryota urens (Palmae)-This is almost very common in the SGs.Itôs 

regeneration status is excellent. Most of the time it is in flowers or fruits. It 

is attracted by many birds and mammals. Bats always finish it in course of 

time.It provides toddy attracting may species. 

iii.  Aglaia elaeagnoida (Meliacea) .This can tolerate shade. The fruits are 

edible and have medicinal value. Seeds are dispersed by animals and 

attract birds.  

iv. Holygarna arnottiana-(Anacardiaceae). This is shade tolerant. Flowering 

during Jan-Feb. Itô fruit is liked by porcupine.This also is a common tree 

in SGs.Its roots bind soil on stream banks preventing erosion as can be 

seen in picture 12, Plate V.  

v. Aphanamixis polystachya( Meliaceae)-This tree called chemmaram is 

liked by birds and animals and produces plenty of fruits.. It is one amog 

the large trees where ever found and grows in almost all types of soils. 

Bark has medicinal value and used in treatment of animals.  

vi. Vatica chinensis  ( Dipterocarpaceae) ïThis is one among the prominent 

trees and bats prefer this for roosting.It also produces plenty of fruits and is 

included in IUCN Red List. 
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vii.  Similarly there are some shrubs like Glycosmis pentaphylla, Chassalia 

ophioxyloides,Canthium species which do play an important role in 

sustaining vegetation in the sacred groves.  

viii.  Alangium salvifolium, the climber is very important as medicinal plant. Its 

fruits are liked by all kinds of animals and birds. Similar other climbers 

Gymnema sylvestre, Hemidiscus indicus etc also are species to be studied 

in this direction to highliht their role in the sustenance of sacred groves. 

Natural Regeneration 

The species composition of trees in sacred groves consists of light demanders, 

shade bearers and shade tolerants. Seedlings of species, for which securing light 

condition is less pronounced, may come up or compete with the seedlings of top 

canopy species. As the top canopy trees of varying   growth requirements survive 

well, their regeneration under less favourable conditions particularly when the light 

condition is restricted, is a matter of study. Regeneration of shade bearing and shade 

tolerant species do come up,but it persists for long periods in whippy form till 

favourable light conditions set in. These seedlings survive if soil conditions are 

favourable and root competition is less provided they could build up reasonable level 

of root stock. It is by keeping these basic principles in mind the flora of the sacred 

groves have been examined. 

Natural regeneration in humid tropical forest is highly complex and least 

understood. In a closed canopy, it depends on gaps created by natural agencies like 

wind, old age of trees and so on. Stool shots generally arise from short lived 

adventitious buds formed between the wood and bark of the stump. 

 

Natural regeneration depends on the following- 

          Seed production, age of the tree ,predation of seeds, failure of ovule 

development, interval of seed production., dispersal and germination-In the case of 

orthodox seeds -viability is long. As regards recalcitrant seeds, they are killed if 

moisture content is below a certain value. Large seeds do not germinate unless they 

are buried beneath the litter or mineral soil as seen in the case of Diospyros perigrina. 

It is a shade bearer.  Its seeds are disbursed by bats and monkeys. If exposed to sun 

for longer period it seldom germinate and grow. This is confined to wet locations of 

coastal belt. Natural regeneration of shrubs and climbers is not a matter of concern 

since they multiply even under reduced light conditions.  As most of the SGs are 
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comparatively small in extent unlike large streches of forest growth, light penetration 

from lateral side is also possible which mitigate adverse condition for the growth of 

light demanders. Natural regeneration is generally good in the case of Anjily 

(Artocarpus hirsutus), Manchady (Adanenthera pavonina), Charu ( Holigarna 

arnotiana), Uletty (Caryotta urens) ,Marotty (Hydnocarpus pentandra), etc. which 

are common in almost all the sacred groves.Regeneration in the form of root suckers 

is also noticed in the case of Strychnos nux-vomica..Natural regeneration is good in 

respect of Aglaia elaeagnoidea where the soil is high acidic and in respect of , 

Aphanamixis polystachya, Vatica chinensis and Olea dioica  it is good when the soil 

is less acidic. 

Saraca asoca (Ashokam) is a shade loving tree and is considered to be one of 

the species in Sacred Groves. Besides regeneration from seeds it produces coppice 

shoots. This is seen more common than in southern regions. .But such profuse 

regeneration is not seen in SGs It is understood from literature that there are chances 

for pods of Saraca  getting  infected by pests before they become ripe to disperse 

mature seeds. Some of the species though shade tolerant when young need overhead 

light to grow well after they reach sapling stage. Artocarpus hirsute & Alstonia 

scholaris behave this manner. Phyllanthus emblica is rarely seen in the sacred groves. 

Natural regeneration is very poor due to low viability of seeds and sensitivity of 

seedlings to shade.  

Again natural regeneration of some species which are basically deciduous in 

nature is noticed in the sacred groves. Pongamia pinnata is drought hardy and 

sensitive to shade. The regeneration of this plant along with mature ones is seen on 

the boundaries of some of the sacred groves. Sandal wood is generally a light 

demander though it can tolerate shade to some extent. But we have noticed more 

sandal saplings in many along fringes. The fact that these patches ae protected from 

fire is also contributing to improved regeneration status. But the role of invasive 

species ,mainly climbers, is a matter that calls for deep thinking. 

Soil Condition 

          In  Sacred Groves,periodicity of litter fall varies according to seasons. It starts 

by winter and goes on till March. Fine root production starts in Feb-March and 

reaches its peak during rains .Studies indicate that litter is the main store house of 

nitrogen than fine roots and microbial biomass. Litter decay starts by   first few 

showers and reaches its peak in the rainy season. It releases nutrient fast during rainy 

season when the up take by plants is very high. Litter and fine roots normally add 

phosphorus to soil, but relatively less. The input of nitrogen is very much higher than 
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that of other nutrients. Mineralization (by which humus is converted into inorganic 

nutrients) during wet weather and immobilization during the dry season is common as 

regards nitrogen is concerned. Release of nitrogen from decomposing litter is double 

that from fine roots. When nitrogen is released in plenty, apparently gall develops and 

is visible on leaf surface. Gall is an abnormal swelling of plant tissue by parasitic 

organisms. Parasites stimulate production of galls by secreting chemical irritants on 

the plant tissue.    

SOIL TEST 

Soil samples were taken from five sacred groves at different locations and at 

five sites outside the SGs but close to them for comparison. The result of soil test 

shows that in most of the cases   availability of organic carbon is generally medium 

even though the samples were taken after the areas received very good showers. The 

high concentration of fine roots in surface layer of soil facilitates rapid uptake of 

nutrients released from decomposing litter. 

Organic Carbon - (OC) is the most important constituent of the soil which influence 

the plant growth as a source of energy and a trigger for nutrient availability through 

mineralization. An increase in OC leads to greater biological diversity both in flora 

and soil organisms. Phosphorus is the main supplier of microbes and not the litter or 

fine roots. It also helps growth of roots. When acidity is high phosphorous is less 

active. But in these areas acidity is comparatively low. Potassium  is more in 

clayey soil but it is not in the form for absorption by plants. It is helpful in protein 

synthesis, opening and closing of stomata and in photosynthesis. Potassium deficiency 

is common in sandy soils. When the level of potassium and phosphorus is deficient to 

match the available nitrogen besides general growth, fruiting and flowering of plants 

retard. These are the basic concepts based on which the effect of soil test result on the 

vegetation of sacred groves is examined. 

The number of soil samples taken is not sufficient enough to make authentic 

conclusions on the occurrence of various species. Moreover, such a detailed study is 

beyond the purview of this report. One of the main observations made is that in 

alkaline soils the species diversity is very low. Again, in respect of SGs having 

alkaline soil, the outside sites have acidic soil 
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Soil test results 

 

Sl.no Site Id  pH EC Organic 

carbon 

Pottassium Phosforus  

1 Kkd-578 Medium 

acidic 

Low High Low High 

2 Kkd-602  Do Do  Do Medium Low 

3 Kol-1 Neutral Do Medium Medium Do 

4 Kol-178 Slightly 

acidic 

Do  Do Do Do 

5 Vdk-30 Neutral Do High Do Medium 

6 Near 

Site-1 

Medium 

acidic 

Do High Do Do 

7 Near 

Site-2 

Do Do Medium Do Low 

8 Near 

Site-3 

Alkaline Do High High Medium 

9 Near 

Site-4 

Neural Do High Low High 

10 Near 

Site-5 

Neutral. Do Medium. Do Medium 

 

With the imited data on the soil condition a detailed study could not be 

undertaken. As is seen from the above, soil is not generally highly acidic. Many 

valuable climbers like species of Apocynaceae, Caesalpinnaceae , Dioscoreaceae are 

seen in sacred groves having sandy loam with medium Potash , medium organic 

carbon and low phosforous. The occurrence of climbers and herbs in large numbers 

unlike in other regions could be something related to this condition.  There is no 

marked change in the  composition of vegetation from place to place within the 

area.In the middle land there are some SGs having hard laterite and stunted tree 

species are seen ïeg-Syzygium caryophyllattum.But there is profuse growth of 

climbers. 

As stated in the results of soil test, generally soil acidity is medium or low 

unlike the   regions of south.Where ever soil acidity is medium, organic carbon is 

high.The soil outside the sacred groves is found to be neutral in pH or tend to be 

alkaline.The species that has maximum representation as per analysis of distribution is 

Strichnus nuz-vomica.The soil requirement of this tree species ,as  reoported,is loamy 

soil, slightly acidic, medium OC, low potassium, and low phosphorous.This explains 

the predominance of his species in these sacred groves.Ficus species also prefers 

sandy soil with low acidity.Hence various species such as F. tsjahela, F.arnotiana and 
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F. talbotii are met with in addition to common ficus trees. Most of the important 

species seen in the 28 selected groves such as- climbers like Bauhinia scandens, 

Morinda umbelata,Coscinium fenestratum, shrubs like Gomphia serrata, Polyalthia 

korintii, Anodendrn paniculatum, and trees like Maduka neerifolia, Diospyros 

montana and Mesua ferra prefer medium to slight acidity in the soil. 

       In sacred groves like Thirumangalam, Thechottukavu, Karimala kavu the 

soil acidity is above medium and  Aglaia elaeangnoidea , suitable for such area is met 

with. In palorath Kavu in Koilandy taluk and in Azhatt Illam kavu in Vadakara taluk 

where the soil acidity is neutral and organic carbon is medium to high, there is thick 

growth and high diversity of species.     

 

Soil conservation 

Rapid litter decomposition and the root mat development with plenty of fine 

roots on the surface layer of the soil support large above  ground biomass. Many 

micro organisms, invertebrates, fungi etc flourish. Root mat prevents the nutrients 

from leaching out.  This is visible in many SGs when visited soon after rainy season. 

The spreading net work of large trees prevents to a great extent soil being washed 

away.   

Water conservation. 

Almost all sacred groves are associated with ponds. The water from the pond 

is used for temples rituals and poojas and therefore, kept clean. As the ponds are 

either within the groves or along the boundary of the groves, these will not dry up 

during summer. The ponds play a key role in maintaining the water table of the area 

around the groves. It is observed that the number of ponds are rare in all taluks except 

in kozhikode. Again quite a number are not natural ponds and they man made.But the 

under ground water table is comparatively high. 

  

Name of Taluk Total SGs No. of Ponds 

Kozhikode 653 51 

Koilandy 373 7 

Vadakara 126 Nil  

Thamarassery 79 2 
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Carbon sequestration 

Sacred groves cannot be taken as an isolated system. By its presence amidst a 

mosaic of landscape such as fringe forests, cultivated areas and human settlements 

sacred groves enhance the landscape heterogeneity and biodiversity. An assessment 

on this contribution by sacred groves is a matter of study to be undertaken by bio-

diversity organizations. 

Faunal significance 

The sacred grooves harbour numerous birds, butter flies and bats apart from 

primates and small mammals.( Chandran-1993). Number of tortoise live in ponds 

attached to SGs. In  one SG- there are two varieties. On the ground there are termites, 

ants and earth worms which play an important role in building up soil .Around 100 sp. 

of mammals,476 sp. of birds, 156 sp.  of reptiles,91 sp. of amphibians and 196 sp.of 

fishes are reported to be available in the sacred groves of Kerala.(KFRI Reserch 

Report.406) Though the above information indicates  the potential giving an overall 

picture, in these  pockets of SGs many of them  are not visible on one or two visits  as 

all depends on the season. The animals found are those which nested there in like 

snakes, frogs, tortoise, lizards etc. and those visit the site for food and temporary 

shelter like bats. A clear study on this fauna would involve long period of periodical 

observation by experts, not to speak of the cost. In this report the study team noted the 

animals seen directly and also gathered information from the custodians or local 

people and also available literature specific to such cases. Bats, small mammals, 

civets, monitor lizard  monkeys  and Peacock are the animals very frequently visiting 

these SGs. Termite mounts are  noticed even though they are generally present inside 

dead wood and below soil. 

Gall formation on leaves.  

           Galls are abnormal growth on plant tissue caused by insects, mites, mematodes 

, fungi and the like.This growth is rich in protein and carbohydrates.Elaborate studies 

are lacking in the real reason and impact of galls. But no serious damage to plants is 

reported so far.This is reported to be used in making dyes, ink, and tannic acid. ñ Folk 

remedies from earlier times frequently included galls from earlier times éé. 

thinking this to be supernatural.ò (IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY).-However the 

presence of gall is noticed in some of the sacred groves on plants particularly-

Stychnos sp. ! say in Azhiyoor korathu kavu ï( picture-13 Plate-IV )  
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Role of termites 

Termites are insects that live in colonies composed of individwals (i) from 

more than one generation ,(ii) those give co-operative care of the young and (iii) those 

showing reproductive division of labour. Some species live within wood and others 

inside soil matrix in nests that are described as diffuse gallery systems. There are still 

others which while living inside soil build mounds emerging from the soil surface.The 

occurrence of mounts. Such cases are seen plenty during November-December in 

many SGs in Kiolandy taluk.   

Termites form a significant element of soil micro-fauna. The food of termites 

mainly is   plant material. Termites can also feed on animal products such as dung, 

fresh mammalian carcasses.Some termites feed directly on the wood of living trees 

while there are others which depend on humus in the soil. The former type posses an 

intestinal fauna of flagllate protozoa which initiate the digestion of cellulose . The 

other one depend on fungi and bacteria acting on food supply before it is eaten.One 

sub-family of Termitidae  collects sound wood and stores it  (Macrotermitinae ) 

within the nest to be worked on by by specific fungi. Another type depends on the 

humus present in the soil for nourishment and utilizes large amount of excreta for 

construction of mounds. Studies on termites also reveal that they have no sight and 

they are deaf. They recognize their nest mate by their special odor. They leave scent 

trails to food sources outside the nest. The scent comes from a gland present on the 

under side of the abdomen. 

Below ground nests are very common where moisture remains at low levels 

throughout the year. Here evaporation and desiccation remain low. Cellulose is the 

desired product for them though they feed on grain, dung etc. Lignin from plant 

particle is used  to reinforce nest material and shelter tubes though it is non-digestible. 

They eat their dead to gain protein-a case of cannibalism. In dry conditions termites 

are the main decomposers of litter due to their ability to avoid dehydration and face 

prolonged desiccation.       

The influence of termites on living trees adversely affects timber production. 

But  their activity on fallen and dead wood in sacred groves improve the soil fertility.  

Termite take active role in cellulose processing and soil bioturbation. In doing so they 

establish symbioses with both microbes in the guts and many organisms in their 

mounds.  They act on soil and litter by feeding and excavating soil. They break down 

litter into smaller particles and expose  inner surfaces of litter for early action by 
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bacteria and fungi.Their mounts ae seen in some of these SGs where leaflitter is 

plenty during cold season. 

Wild cat- (Felis silvestris) 

.Wild cat is the ancestor of domestic cat. It feeds on ducks, small rodents, fish, 

egg etc.They live in rocky areas with tall trees.The presence of wild cat is an 

indication of high degree of faunal density. 

Monitor lizard.  

This species is included in the IUCN Red List as threatened species.It is 

noticed in sacred groves adjacent villages and is diurnal. It could be seen in the 

mornings and evenings. It , being carnivor, can eat anything it can overcome.This is 

considered to have medicinal value and tribals do not spare them.Being a top predator 

and scavenger this can check the population of rats as wild cat does. 

Mongose.(Herpestes javanicus)- is considered to be a destroyer of vermin.It feeds  

on wide variety of vertebrates and occasionally on fruits and vegetables.  

Bats  

The bats visiting the SGs fall under the category of fruit bats and they form 

abundant group of mammals. They are seen roosting in many sacred groves. They 

play important ecological roles as prey and predator, arthropod suppression, seed 

dispersal ,nutrient distribution etc. As studies indicate that  the economic benefits 

from bats in general are, biological pest control, plant pollination, seed dispersal, 

guano mining, bush meat and medicine, aesthetic value, education and research. In 

spite of the economic benefits, damage caused on human, livestock and agricultural 

crops are also reported. They have enemies also such as amphibians, reptiles, owls   

etc. Most of the bats are predated during roosting or foraging.They form  hosts for 

parasites as we learn about bat fleas, bat flies, bat mite and bugs which live on the 

skin surface and in fur of bats. 

Although pollination by bats is relatively uncommon, in arid and semi-arid 

habitats agave and cacti are pollinated by bats. Seed dispersal in respect of  fleshy 

fruits done by bats is tremendous. The night foraging fruit bats are more active than 

birds in foraging fleshy fruits, covering long distances and defecate during flight and 

thereby contribute seed dispersal.  



Sacred Groves in Kozhikode District.      136 

Institution of Foresters Kerala 

The guano is having high nutrient potential and it is dispersed over landscape 

during flight. Bat guano is reported to support diversity of organisms like arthropods, 

fungi,bacteria and lichens. 

With the basic information as described above when we watch their role in 

sacred groves we feel that many of the observations and their behavior remain 

unanswered. Generally the bats seen in sacred groves are those having yellow colour 

at the abdomen which is visible when they hang upside down while roosting. They are 

commonly seen roosting in trees like, Veteria, Elanji, Jnaval, Elavu Punna and Pana. 

Evidently they prefer trees bearing fleshy fruits.  But we have not come across bats 

roosting on Antiaris toxicatia.It is presumed that they avoid this tree due the toxic sap 

this tree contain in their bark. 

Another observation is that they are not very common in sacred groves. But 

there are many SGs where bats are not reported. Though they are seen in one SG in 

the nearby SGs they are absent. They are seen only in very few SGs attached  to 

temples. Here again they occupy isolated corner where disturbance is least. One 

reason for their selection of SG may be least disturbance from people, availability of 

fruit trees not only in the SG but in surrounding area supporting palms like coconut, 

and  areca nut. Apparently they avoid crop applied with pesticides . Local people 

complain about the damage they cause to the agricultural crop like palms.    

There are instances where the trees are destroyed by their roosting in SGs. 

Caryotta urine , tall Vateria and Adenanthera trees  and also coconut and areca nut 

palms... While some of the custodians raise this complaint against bats, most of the 

custodians of SGs supporting bats have no such problem. Another observation is that 

they also roost in trees with out any leaves. They are not bothered even where loud 

speakers are  fixed on trees. Here they are often seen hanging on Vatica chinensis as 

can be seen in  picture 14- Plate V.   

Peacock 

Peacock visits some of the SGs finding favourable conditions of food. It feeds 

on plant parts, insects, white ants etc. Also it takes plenty of water. It can devour even 

snakes. It scratches termite mound in sacred groves and eat the ants coming out. Pea 

fowl is reported from many of the SGs. But they are mostly on the move. They prefer 

SGs adjoining paddy fields. Local information is  that they suddenly appear in the 

morning or evenings soon after rain subsides. Sacred groves with light canopy and 

bushy undergrowth or tall grass are stated to be their favorite. Their way of  foraging 
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make the surroundings healthy. They feed on lizards, rhodents, and even small snakes. 

They avoid flying but do fly to tall trees for roosting.  

By virtue of their iridescent bluish  green plumage and beautiful large tail they 

are noticed easly by people. They escape from falling victim to the hunters as long as 

they are in the vicinity of sacred groves. 

CIVET -(Toddy cat) 

This elusive nocturnal animal is mostly herbivorous. Besides fruits they feed 

on small insects. They  relish palm flower sap and has earned the name-Toddy Cat. 

They are very commonly reported seen in SGs. But nowhere we could get any report 

about the damages they cause to the plants excepting feeding on fruits. 
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CHAPTER -VI II  

 

SOCIO CULTURAL ASPECTS 
Worship/ Deities/Folklore/ Folk Arts 

 

Introduction  
 

It is believed that Arabian Sea once extended up to the foot of Western Ghats 

and the land of Kerala has emerged out of sea bit by bit over a period of centuries.  

Therefore the hilly districts like Malappuram, Palakkad, Idukki etc can claim its 

antiquity much more than the coastal districts of Kerala. Calicut (Kozhikode) is one of 

the districts with extensive coastal belt on the one side and luxuriant forest area on the 

other side. It is a historical piece of land with a hoary past. It is also called the Cock 

Fort. According to the historian, K.V.Krishnan Iyer, the term Kozhikode means Koyil 

(Palace) Kodu (fortified). Anyhow, from time immemorial, this piece of land attracted 

travelers and traders, with its charming physical features and prosperity, especially 

being the ócity of spicesô. Even today, the glory that Calicut had has not faded. The 

political history of Kozhikode is a story of treacherous and ill-conceived conspiracies 

hatched by the Western powers. The history of Kozhikode reveals that this land was 

earlier ruled by the Cheras and later by Samoothiries.  

Population- religion 

Kozhikode has been a multi-ethnic and multi-religious town since the 

early medieval period. The Hindus forms the largest religious group, followed 

by Muslims and Christians. Hindus form the majority at 57.7% of the 

population. Muslims form 37.6% of the population. According to historians, the 

Arabian traders had very good rapport with the Samoothiries of Kozhikode due to the 

trade transactions of spices and other hill produces. In return, the Samoothiries 

permitted to preach Islam in the land. Though there had been Christianity in the area, 

it flourished only with the arrival of the Portuguese after 1500 AD. 

 The Hindus engage in beliefs spanning all forms of theism  as well as 

atheism. Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and other Gods and Goddesses of the Hindu 

pantheon are worshipped. Many places have temples with local deities, more often a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism_in_Kerala
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Goddess (Devi). Festivities like Theyyam, Thira and art forms 

like Ottamthullal, Kathakali are performed in the festive occasions. Many temples 

have associated oracles called Velichappad. Serpent and ancestral worship are also 

practiced. 

Similarly Avethan  is a figure head unique in northern kerala.A senior person 

in a family is designated as Avethan and others in the family take orders from him for 

every activity connected with the festival and management from him.(Ex. 

Palakurumbil Palliyarackal Bhagavathy Kshetram kavu-Id.8. Kozh. 

 Komaram is also a rare designation to one who is considered to be a 

representative of Devi deity. By praying and getting blessings he invokes the power of 

Devi and predict certain changes required. He also suggests remedies for miseries 

among devotees. (Ex- Poolayankara Gurudeva Vettikkai Kshetrakavu)Id. Kozh.18 

The district, with its historical importance, has number of temples many of 

which are conspicuous with its extensive pieces of protected areas, the Sacred Groves, 

locally known as óKotaô. Though the temple yard is inclusive of the temple structures, 

constructions and the wooded areas, the óKotaô is considered as the most sacred place. 

Even for this study purpose, there had been objections from the custodians even for 

entering  the óKotaô in certain cases.  This is because of the ardent belief in nature 

worship. The very existence of óKavuô is the result of the strong belief of the local 

folk in óDevathasô which is believed as the Goddess of the óKavuô. 

 The Sacred Groves which are protected on the basis as ódevatha sankethamô , 

are kept with utmost sacredness. It is quite human to depend on gods or devathas 

when things are out of oneôs control. The faith on devathas/deities increased when 

favorable things happened even by accident. The result was strict protection of this 

eco system in the name of worship of Devathas or Dieties.  

Deities and Worship 

Kavus are considered as sacred gardens. To protect and conserve the Kavu, 

many rituals and related practices are followed. Worship of devathas is the most 

common ritual followed. Many of these devathas are of local concepts.There is 

diversity in deities worshipped in the Kavus of the district. Each has a presiding deity 

and most of them have associated deities too. Presiding deity may be a God, Goddess 

or Serpent. Many Kavus are dedicated to snake alone. Snake is also the associated 

deity in many other Kavus. The deities are known by different names in the various 

Kavus of the district.  Ayyappan, Sivan, Guru, Muthappan, Hanuman, Subramaniam, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theyyam
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Jathavan, Bhairavan, Vettakorumakan, Kariathan, Kuttichathan, Karumakan, 

Kirathamoorthy  etc are some of the Gods worshipped and Bhagavathy, Bhadrakali, 

Devi, Annapoorneswari, Bhuvaneswary, Durga, Kodungallur Amma etc are the 

Goddesses. Nagam, Nagakali, Nagakanyaka, Naga yakshi etc are the Serpant deities. 

In some SGs, mere sangalpam or chithrakoodams are also worshipped.  

 

The village society collectively takes part in the rituals. By conducting the 

rituals the entire community is believed to be blessed. It represents unity and 

collective action of the community. Here both rights and obligations are strengthened. 

Blood cult existed in the past. Sacrifice of a large number of common fowl was done 

in the past but is stopped by law now.  

Presently, symbolic hunting is performed to satisfy the spiritual need of this 

ritual. 

Except a few, ownership of most of the Kavus vests with non Brahmin 

communities. Nair and theeyar communities have the majority in ownership of the 

Kavus. A few Kavus belong to Assari community and scheduled castes. Though the 

ownership is as mentioned above, poojas are mainly brahmana pooja. Worship 

patterns and rituals vary from place to place. In Paikkatukav, the deity bhadrakali is 

worshipped by offering Bali with Coriander powder, Nooru, Honey, Ghee, tender 

coconut, Aval, Malar, Thechipoovu, Ada, Appam etc. 

Astrology has an important role over rituals and offerings. Astrologer decides 

the qualificationsof the person to be chosen as priest in most shrines. He decides the 

date of festivals  in kavus where there is no fixed date. He declares the need for an 

additional rituals  during festivals. 

Individuals seek the advice of astrologer for finding out the kind of offerings 

to be given by them in order to escape from wrath of deities which are supposed to be 

manifested in the form of severe diseases, financial crisis or sterility. The same 

astrology is now alleged to be turning into a threat for the existence of sacred groves. 

In order to cut trees from sacred groves for financial benefits or to clear the land for 

construction purposes, the astrologerôs advice to conduct  punaprathishta  is sought 

now-a-days. 

 

 




