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Kerala Forest Department
Wildlife Week Celebrations — 2026

Wildlife Photography Contest — 2026

Terms and Conditions

The terms and conditions for participating in the Wildlife Photography Contest 2026 as
follows and, the contestants have to agree the same. Failure to abide by these terms and
conditions may render a contestant ineligible for the competition.

1.

user.

Eligibility: This Contest is open to any Indian citizen irrespective of their age.
Employees and associates of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) which includes the staff
of KFD and its subsidiaries and affiliates and their immediate family members (spouse,
parents, children, siblings, and their respective spouses, regardless of where they live)
are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

Agreement to Rules: By participating, the contestant agrees to be fully and
unconditionally bound by these terms and conditions, and contestant represents and
warrants that contestant meet the eligibility requirements. In addition, contestant agree
to accept the decisions of the Chief Wildlife Warden as final and binding as it relates to
the content of this Contest.

Contest Period: Entries for the Wildlife Photography Contest 2026 will be accepted
from 24" September, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. to 03" October, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Late
entries will be summarily rejected.

How to participate: There is no entry fee for the contest. The contest must be entered
by submitting online only through the link “Wildlife Photography Contest 2026” in the
official website of Kerala Forest Department www.forest.kerala.gov.in. Entries by any
other means shall be summarily rejected. The entries should meet all the technical
specifications as mentioned in clause 7 (Serial number 7) below. If contestant uses any
fraudulent method or otherwise attempt to circumvent the terms and conditions, the entry
shall be disqualified at the sole discretion of the Chief Wildlife Warden.

Theme of the Contest: The entries shall be on “Living in Harmony with Nature”
photographed in the State of Kerala.

Entry limits: Each participant will be allowed to submit a maximum of five entries in
this contest.

Technical specifications of the Photograph entry:

e Format: The Photographs must have been taken in RAW format (JPG, JPEG, X3F,
RW2, NEF, MOS, PEF, TIF, RAF, DNG, CR2, CR3, PNG, RAW, KDC, NRW,
SR2, 3FR, MEF, 1IQ, DCR, ORF, SRF, ARW, CRW, AVIF, PSD, TIFF) and within
the past two years. The capture date must be evidenced on request. All entries must
be uploaded in JPEG format along with the RAW file. The contestants must not
include their name in the caption or on the photograph itself and also not supposed
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to include their name in the file data i.e. owner, copyright or creator fields.

e Size & Resolution: The Photographs must be submitted as JPEGs, saved at a high-
quality setting of at least 8 in Photoshop, Adobe RGB (1998), and at 1920 pixels
along the longest dimension. The Jury will not consider the photographs that have
borders, watermarks or signatures.

» Any entry that cannot be authenticated or is not of an acceptable quality will be
disqualified. Only standard optimization of the image (standard optimization means
adjusting colour, tone and contrast, sharpening, burning, dodging, noise reduction,
brightness, dust removal and small amount of cropping) will be allowed. Any kind
of manipulation that alters the truthfulness of the original image would lead to
disqualification.

e The connectivity issues while uploading the RAW File entries during the photo
contest period, is most likely related to the applicant’s connectivity facility and KFD
is not responsible for delay in uploads.

8. Ethical Guidelines

o All submitted photographs must accurately represent the natural world in a manner
that is creative, truthful, and ethical. Any manipulation or staging of scenes is strictly
prohibited.

¢ Entries must not mislead the viewer or attempt to misrepresent the reality of nature.
All provided caption information must be comprehensive, truthful, and accurate. The
Photographs depicting captive, restrained, manipulated animals, animal models,
taxidermy specimens, or any other animal being exploited for profit are strictly
prohibited.

e The Participants are prohibited from causing harm or distress to an animal or
damaging its habitat in an attempt to secure a photograph. This includes taking
photographs at nests using wide-angle lenses; however, telephoto lenses are
permitted. The welfare of the animal must always be prioritized. The use of drones
for photography is not permitted.

»  Baiting is not permitted, nor in any form of baiting that may endanger an animal or
adversely affect its behaviour, either directly or through irresponsible habituation.
Any other means of attraction, including bird seed or scent and attracting wildlife
using calls, are not permitted. If it is found that an entry had been achieved through
cruel or unethical practices, including the use of live bait or irresponsible baiting, or
in any way in violation of the relevant Act and Rules, the entry will be disqualified
and suitable legal action will be taken.

9. Scrutiny of Photography entries: The photos received during the Contest Period (from
24™ September, 2026, at 10:00 am IST to 03" October, 2026, at 5:00 p.m IST) and
found otherwise in order will be scrutinized on 4™ October, 2026, by the Nodal Officer
(Assistant Conservator of Forests (FMIS), Thiruvananthapuram) for the Wildlife
Photography Contest 2026. The photos submitted after 5:00 pm IST on 3™ September
2026 will not be accepted and will be rejected without providing any reason whatsoever.
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10. Selection of Winners and Notification: The valuation of the Wildlife Photography
Contest- 2026 is by means of Open judging process. The entries will be evaluated by a
panel of three or five judges (Jury) and one among the member should be assigned as
Jury Chairperson. The Judges will be eminent personalities with rich experience in
wildlife videography/photography. The Jury’s decisions are final and binding and no
correspondence or discussion will be entered into regarding the judging process or any
outcomes reached. The Judging should be conducted in an Auditorium with high
resolution LED wall. The entries shall be displayed on the LED wall with the Jury sitting
at the right distance to evaluate the pictures. Anyone who wishes to watch the judging
process shall be permitted to sit in a designated area allocated for the public. Visitors
shouldn’t interfere in the judging process in any manner and those who found stand in
the way of the process shall be asked to vacate the auditorium. The Kerala Forest
Department may also telecast the judging process live over Facebook/ Youtube and
necessary arrangements for live telecast will be organized. The Winners will be notified
by email and/or telephone. The Kerala Forest Department shall have no liability for the
Winner’s failure to receive notices due to spam, junk e-mail or other security settings or
for Winner’s providing with incorrect or otherwise non-functioning contact information.

11. Prizes: The First, Second and Third prize winners will be awarded with a Cash Prize of
Rs.20,000/-, Rs.10,000/- and Rs.6,000/- respectively (subject to pending Govt. orders),
along with a Certificate of Recognition. In addition, Certificates of Merit will be
awarded to ten entries as a consolation prize. No cash or other prize substitution shall be
permitted. The prize is nontransferable. Any and all prize-related expenses, including
without limitation any and all Central, State, and/or local taxes, shall be the sole
responsibility of Winner. No substitution of prize or transfer/assignment of prize to
others or request for the cash equivalent by winner is permitted. Acceptance of prize
constitutes permission for the KFD to use winner’s name, and entry for purposes of
advertising without further compensation, unless prohibited by law.

12. Rights Granted by Contestant: By participating in the Contest, contestant understand
and agree that KFD or anyone acting on behalf of the KFD, shall have the right, where
permitted by law, to publish, broadcast, distribute, and use in any media now known or
hereafter developed, in perpetuity, without limitation, the entry, name, photo,
information for advertising, public relations, and promotional purposes without any
further compensation, notice, review, or consent. By participating in the Contest,
contestant represents and warrants that the entry is an original work of authorship, and
does not violate any third party’s proprietary or intellectual property rights. If the entry
infringes upon the intellectual property right of another, contestant will be disqualified at
the sole discretion of KFD. If the content of the entry is claimed to constitute an
infringement of any proprietary or intellectual proprietary rights of any third party,
contestants shall, at their sole expense, defend or settle against such claims. Contestant
shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless KFD from and against any suit, proceeding,
claims, liability, loss, damage, costs or expense, which KFD may incur, suffer, or be
required to pay to arise out of such infringement or suspected infringement of any third
party’s right.

13. Other Terms & Conditions: KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel,
terminate, modify or suspend the Contest. Images that have been submitted for the
Wildlife Photography contest in the previous years are ineligible. Photographs that
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involve the willful harassment of wildlife or damage to the forest will be rejected
without providing any reason and the same may attract the provisions of relevant Acts
and Rules in force, in case the same is found to be a violation of the said Acts and Rules.
The KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual who
tampers or attempts to tamper with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or
violates these Terms & Conditions.

14. Disputes: The decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden will be final.

f "~ \
\/ r-. " '
L]

Chief Wildlife Warden, Keralam
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Kerala Forest Department
Wildlife Week Celebrations 2026
Wildlife Poster Designing Contest-2026

Terms and Conditions

The terms and conditions for participating in the Wildlife Poster Designing Contest-2026
as follows, the contestants have to agree the same. Failure to abide by these terms and
conditions may render a contestant ineligible for the competition.

1.

Eligibility: This Contest is open to any Indian citizen irrespective of their age.
Employees and associates of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) which includes the
staff of KFD and its subsidiaries and affiliates and their immediate family members
(spouse, parents, children, siblings, and their respective spouses, regardless of where
they live) are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

Agreement to Rules: By participating, the contestant agrees to be fully
unconditionally bound by these terms and conditions, and contestant represents and
warrants that the contestant meets the eligibility requirements. In addition, contestant
agree to accept the decisions of the Chief Wildlife Warden as final and binding as it
relates to the content of this Contest.

Contest Period: Entries for the Wildlife Poster Designing Contest 2026 will be
accepted from 20" September 2026, at 10:00 a.m. IST to 30™ September 2026, at
5:00 p.m. IST. Late entries will be summarily rejected.

How to participate: There is no entry fee for the contest. The contestant shall
participate by submitting an entry in the prescribed Registration Form duly filled
along with the entry during the Contest Period. The prescribed format of the
Registration Form can be downloaded from the website of the KFD,
www.forest.kerala.gov.in. The entry submitted along with the Registration Form and
a copy of the identity card showing photo and address of the contestant should meet
all the specification mentioned in Clause 7 (S1.No.7), should be sent by post or by
hand to the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Thiruvananthapuram Social
Forestry Division, Rajeev Gandhi Nagar, Vattiyoorkavua P. O.,
Thiruvananthapuram-13 (Phone: 0471 2360462; Mobile: 9447979135) during the
Contest Period. Entries by any other means will be summarily rejected. Entries not in
prescribed Registration Form and not in accordance to the prescribed specifications
will be summarily rejected. If a contestant use any fraudulent method or otherwise
attempt to circumvent any of the terms and conditions, the entry shall be disqualified.
Decision of the Chiet Wildlite Warden, Kerala shall be final in this regard.



10.

11.

Theme of the Contest: The poster should be designed in such a way to convey the
message of “Living in Harmony with Nature”.

Entry limits: Each participant will be allowed to submit 2 entries in this contest.

Specifications of the Wildlife Poster Designing contest:

e The Poster should be designed in A3 Size Paper.
e Orientation is landscape.
e Water, poster, acrylic colours shall be used

Scrutiny of Wildlife Poster Designing Entries: The entries received during the
Contest Period (from 20™ September, 2026, at 10:00 a.m IST to 30" September, 2026,
at 5:00 p.m. IST) and found otherwise in order will be scrutinized on 1** October
2026, by the State Nodal Officer for the Poster Designing Contest 2026. The entries
submitted after 5:00 pm on 30™ September, 2026, will not be accepted and will be
rejected without providing any reason whatsoever.

Winner Selection and Notification: The entries will be evaluated by a panel of
judges (Jury). The Judges will be eminent personalities with rich experience in the
field of art. The Jury’s decisions are final and binding and no correspondence or
discussion will be entered into regarding the judging process or any outcomes
reached. Winners will be notified by email and/or telephone. The Kerala Forest
Department shall have no liability for the Winner’s failure to receive notices due to
spam, junk e-mail or other security settings or for Winner’s provision of incorrect or
otherwise non-functioning contact information.

Prizes: The First, Second and Third prize winners will be awarded a Cash Prize of
Rs.7500, Rs.4500 and Rs.2500 respectively (subject to pending Govt. Orders) along
with a Certificate of Recognition. In addition, Certificates of Merit will be awarded
to 3 entries as consolation prizes. No cash or other prize substitution shall be
permitted. The prize is non transferable. Any and all prize-related expenses, including
without limitation any and all Central, State, and/or local taxes, shall be the sole
responsibility of Winner. No substitution of prize or transfer/assignment of prize to
others or request for the cash equivalent by Winner is permitted. Acceptance of prize
constitutes permission for the KFD to use winner’s name, and entry for purposes of
advertising without further compensation, unless prohibited by law.

Rights Granted by Contestant: By participating in the Contest, contestant
understand and agree that KFD or anyone acting on behalf of the KFD, shall have the
right, where permitted by law, to publish, broadcast, distribute, and use in any media
now known or hereafter developed, in perpetuity, without limitation, the entry, name,
poster, information for advertising, public relations, and promotional purposes
without any further compensation, notice, review, or consent. By participating in the
Contest, contestant represents and watrants that the entry is an original work of



12.

13.

authorship, and does not violate any third party’s proprietary or intellectual property
rights. If the entry infringes upon the intellectual property right of another, contestant
will be disqualified at the sole discretion of KFD. If the content of the entry is
claimed to constitute an infringement of any proprietary or intellectual proprietary
rights of any third party, contestant shall, at their sole expense, defend or settle
against such claims. Contestants shall indemnify, defend, and hold
harmless KFD from and against any suit, proceeding, claims, liability, loss, damage,
costs or expense, which KFD may incur, suffer, or be required to pay to arise out of
such infringement or suspected infringement of any third party’s right.

Other Terms & Conditions: The entries should not contain any writings, signature
or marks which may help to identify the author. KFD reserves the right, in its sole
discretion, to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend the Contest. The KFD reserves
the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual who tampers or attempts

‘to tamper with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or violates these

Terms & Conditions.

Disputes: The decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden will be final.

—~
/
/

#I—

Chief Wildlife Warden, Keralam
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KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT
WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026

Registration Form for Wildlife Poster Designing Contest — 2026

A. Details of the Applicant

1. Name

25 Gender

3. | Address

4. | Identification Proof | : | Self attested copy to be attached

(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

5. Contact Number

6. Email ID

7. Profession

B. Entry Details

1. Total No. of entries

Undertaking

I have read and understood the terms and conditions for Wildlife Poster
Designing Contest — 2026 and all the details provided by me are true and I take full
responsibility of any consequences due to my false / fake entries.

Signature of the Contestant with date
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Kerala Forest Department

Wildlife Week Celebrations 2026
VWildlife Travelogue Writing Contest 2026

Terms and Conditions

The terms and conditions for participating in the Wildlife Travelogue Writing Contest
2026 as follows and the contestants have to agree the same. Failure to abide by these
terms and conditions may render a contestant ineligible for the competition.

1. Eligibility: This Contest is open to any Indian citizen irrespective of their age.
Employees and associates of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) which includes
the staff of KFD and its subsidiaries and affiliates and their immediate family
members (spouse, parents, children, siblings, and their respective spouses,
regardless of where they live) are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

2. Agreement to Rules: By participating, the contestant agrees to be fully

~ unconditionally bound by these terms and conditions, and contestant represents
and warrants that contestant meets the eligibility requirements. In addition,
contestant agree to accept the decisions of the Chief Wildlife Warden as final and
binding as it relates to the content of this Contest.

3. Contest Period: Entries for the Wildlife Travelogue Writing Contest, 2026 will
be accepted from 20™ September 2026, at 10:00 a.m. to 30™ September 2026,
at 5:00 p.m. Late entries shall be summarily rejected.

4. How to participate: There is no entry fee for the contest. The contestant shall
participate by registering in the prescribed Registration Form duly filled along
with the entry and sent to the email ID wlwtravelogue2026@gmail.com during
the Contest Period. The prescribed format of the Registration Form can be
downloaded from the website of the KFD www.forest.kerala.gov.in. A copy of
the identity card of the contestant shall also be attached along with the
Registration Form. The entry should meet all the specifications as mentioned in
Clause 7 (S1.No. 7) below. Entries not in prescribed Registration Form and not in
accordance to the prescribed specifications shall be summarily rejected. If a
contestant use any fraudulent method or otherwise attempt to circumvent any of
the terms and conditions, the entry shall be disqualified. The decision of the
Chief Wildlife Warden shall be final in this regard.

5. Theme of the Contest: The travelogue should be based on travel to any forest or
wildlife area inside the State of Kerala.
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10.

Entry limits: Each participant will be allowed to submit only one entry in this
contest. In case, the contestants choose to participate both in Malayalam and
English, he/ she can submit two entries, one for each language.

Specifications of the Wildlife Travelogue Writing entry:

e The Travelogue shall be written either in English or in Malayalam.

o All entries shall be typed in font size 12 or more.

e Hand written entries will not be selected for the contest.

e The travelogue should have a minimum of 750 words and a maximum of
3000 words.

e Plagiarism of any sort will be summarily disqualified.

e The Travelogue can be submitted with or without photographs.

e Travelogue should not be co-authored.

e Entries which do not mention the source of pictures included in this
Travelogue and the exact destination of travel will be considered
ineligible.

e Unpublished entries only are accepted.

e Entries shall be submitted only through e-mail attachments (PDF/Word
format)

Scrutiny of Travelogue Writing Entries: The travelogue writing received
during the Contest Period (from 20™ September, 2026, at 10:00 a.m to 30™
September, 2026, at 5:00- p.m.) and found otherwise in order will be scrutinized
on 1% October 2026, by the Assistant Conservator of Forests (Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary), for the Travelogue Writing Entry Contest 2026. The entries
submitted after 5:00 pm on 30™ September 2026 will not be accepted and will be
rejected without providing any reason whatsoever.

Winner Selection and Notification: The entries shall be evaluated by a panel of
judges (Jury). The Judges will be eminent personalities with rich experience in
the field of literature. The Jury’s decisions are final and binding and no
correspondence or discussion will be entered into regarding the judging process
or any outcomes reached. Winners will be notified by email and/or telephone.
The Kerala Forest Department shall have no liability for the Winner’s failure to
receive notices due to spam, junk e-mail or other security settings or for Winner’s
provision of incorrect or otherwise non-functioning contact information.

Prizes: The First, Second and Third prize winners will be awarded with a Cash
Prize of Rs.7500, Rs.4500 and Rs.2500 respectively (subject to pending Govt.
Orders) along with a Certificate of Recognition. In addition Certificates of Merit
will be awarded to 3 entries as consolation prizes .No cash or other prize
substitution shall be permitted. The prize is nontransferable. Any and all prize-
related expenses, including without limitation any and all Central, State, and/or
local taxes, shall be the sole responsibility of Winner. No substitution of prize or
transfer/assignment of prize to others or request for the cash equivalent by
Winner is permitted. Acceptance of prize constitutes permission for the KFD to
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13.

use winner’s name, and entry for purposes of advertising without further
compensation, unless prohibited by law.

Rights Granted by Contestant: By participating in the Contest, contestant
understand and agree that KFD or anyone acting on behalf of the KFD, shall
have the right, where permitted by law, to publish, broadcast, distribute, and use
in any media now known or hereafter developed, in perpetuity, without
limitation, the entry, name, video, information for advertising, public relations,
and promotional purposes without any further compensation, notice, review, or
consent. By participating in the Contest, contestants represent and warrant that
the entry is an original work of authorship, and does not violate any third party’s
proprietary or intellectual property rights. If the entry infringes upon the
intellectual property right of another, contestant will be disqualified at the sole
discretion of KFD. If the content of the entry is claimed to constitute an
infringement of any proprietary or intellectual proprietary rights of any third
party, contestants shall, at their sole expense, defend or settle against such claims.
Contestant shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless KFD from and against any
suit, proceeding, claims, liability, loss, damage, costs or expense,
which KFD may incur, suffer, or be required to pay to arise out of such
infringement or suspected infringement of any third party’s right.

Other Terms & Conditions: The entries should not contain any writings,
signature or marks which may help to identify the author. KFD reserves the right,
in its sole discretion, to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend the Contest. The
KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual who
tampers or attempts to tamper with the entry process or the operation of the
Contest or violates these Terms & Conditions.

Disputes: The decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden will be final.

R — )
h T )

\ ﬁ/}*w-" {
Chief Wildlife Warden, Keralam
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Passport size
photo

KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT
WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026

Registration Form for Wildlife Travelogue Writing Contest— 2026

A. Details of the Applicant

1. | Name

23 Gender

3. | Address

4. Identification Proof Self attested copy to be attached
(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

5. Contact Number

6. | Email ID

7. | Profession if any

B. Entry Details

1. Total No. of entries

2. | Entry in English

3. Entry in Malayalam

Undertaking

I have read and understood the terms and conditions for Wildlife Travelogue Writing
Contest — 2026 and all the details provided by me are true and I take full responsibility of any
consequences due to my false / fake entries.

Signature of the Contestant with date




KFDHQ-6907/2026-CWW/WL10

Kerala Forest Department

Wildlife Week Celebrations 2026
Wildlife Shortfilm Contest 2026

Terms and Conditions

The terms and conditions for participating in the Wildlife Short film Contest 2026, the
contestants have to agree the same. Failure to abide by these terms and conditions may
render a contestant ineligible for the competition.

1. Eligibility: This Contest is open to any Indian citizen irrespective of their age.
Employees and associates of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) which includes the
staff of KFD and its subsidiaries and affiliates and their immediate family members
(spouse, parents, children, siblings, and their respective spouses, regardless of where
they live) are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

2. Agreement to Rules: By participating, the contestant agrees to be fully and
unconditionally bound by these terms and conditions, and contestant represents and
warrants that he or she meet the eligibility requirements. In addition, contestant agree
to accept the decisions of the Chief Wildlife Warden as final and binding as it relates
to the content of this Contest.

3. Contest Period: Entries for the Wildlife Shortfilm Contest 2026 will be accepted
from 20™ September, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. IST to 30" September, 2026, at 5:00
p-m. IST. Late entries will be summarily rejected.

4. How to participate: There is no entry fee for the contest. The contestant shall
participate by submitting an entry in the prescribed Registration Form duly filled in
along with the Short film video should be sent to wlwshortfilm2026@gmail.com
during the Contest Period. The prescribed format of the Registration Form can be
downloaded from the website of the KFD, www.forest.kerala.gov.in. The Short
film video submitted along with the application form and copy of the identity card
showing photo and address of the contestant should meet all the Technical
specifications as mentioned in clause 7 (Serial number 9) below. Entries not in the
prescribed Registration Form and not in accordance to the prescribed technical
specifications will be summarily rejected. If a contestant use any fraudulent methods
or otherwise attempt to circumvent any of the terms and conditions, the entry shall be
disqualified. Decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden shall be final in this regard.
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5. Theme of the Contest: The short film should be related to “Living in Harmony with
Nature”, filmed in the State of Kerala.

6. Language of the Film: The language of the film shall be in English or Malayalam.
No other language will be accepted.

7. Period of Production: Films produced during the period 2025-2026 only will be
accepted.

8. Entry limits: Each participant will be allowed to submit only one entry in this
contest. If more than one entry is submitted, the entry received first alone will be
considered. If a participant/contestant submits more than one entry in a single cover,
the application will be rejected.

9. Technical specifications of the video film entry:
Length and format of the video: The length of the video file should be a minimum
of 5 minutes and a maximum of 10 minutes. Any camera including mobile phone
can be used for filming.

Format: The video file format should be MOV or MP4.

Resolution: Full HD (1920 x 1080 ) or higher resolution.
Audio: Stereo mix or higher

Mode (medium) of submission of video files: The video file should be submitted in
Pen Drive or Hard disk alongwith the duly filled Registration Form in the prescribed
format in a sealed cover. Once submitted, the medium (Pen Drive or Hard disk) will
be the property of the KFD and the same will not be returned to the contestant. Also,
the video file should be uploaded in the contestant’s Google drive account and the
link shared to wiwshortfilm2026@gmail.com with “Can view only” permission.
The google drive link alone will not be considered as a valid entry to the Contest and
only those entries submitted in Pen Drive or Hard disk along with the duly filled in
application form will be considered for evaluation.

10. Scrutiny of Video files/entries: The video files received during the Contest Period
(from 201 September, 2026 at 10:00 a.m IST to 30™ September, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
IST) and found otherwise in order (with duly filled in prescribed Registration Form)
will be scrutinized on 1% October, 2026, by the State Nodal Officer (Assistant
Conservator of Forests, Social Forestry (Extension), O/0 Chief Conservator of
Forests (Social Forestry), 4th Floor Vanalekshmi, Vazhuthacaud, 695014). If the
video file submitted by any contestant is corrupt or the file cannot be opened or in
case the pen Drive /Hard Disk (or similar medium) is blank and does not have a video
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file, the concerned contestant/s will be informed of the same on 1% October, 2026
itself. Films once submitted for the same competitions earlier will not be accepted.

They will be permitted to resubmit their video file on or before 5:00 pm on ond
October, 2026, failing which they will be disqualified from the Contest. The video
files re-submitted after 5:00 pm on 2™ October, 2026 will not be accepted and will be
rejected without providing any reason whatsoever.

11. Selection of Winners and Notification: The entries will be evaluated by a panel of
judges (Jury). The Judges will be eminent personalities with rich experience in
wildlife videography/photography. The Jury’s decisions will be final and binding and
no correspondence or discussion will be entered into regarding the judging process or
any of the outcomes reached. Winners will be notified by email and/or telephone. The
Kerala Forest Department shall have no liability for the Winner’s failure to receive
notices due to spam, junk e-mail or other security settings or due to them providing
with incorrect or otherwise non-functioning contact information.

12. Prizes: The First, Second and Third prize winners will be awarded a Cash Prize of
Rs. 30000, Rs.20000 and Rs.10000 respectively (subject to pending Govt. orders),
along with a Certificate of Recognition. In addition, Certificates of Merit will be
awarded to three entries as a consolation prize. No cash or other prize substitution
shall be permitted. The prize is nontransferable. Any and all prize-related expenses,
including without limitation any and all Central, State, and/or local taxes, shall be the
sole responsibility of Winner. No substitution of prize or transfer/assignment of prize
to others or request for the cash equivalent by Winner is permitted. Acceptance of
prize constitutes permission for the KFD to use Winner’s name, and entry for
purposes of advertising without further compensation, unless prohibited by law.

13. Rights Granted by Contestant: By participating in the Contest, contestant
understand and agree that KFD or anyone acting on behalf of the KFD, shall have the
right, where permitted by law, to publish, broadcast, distribute, and use in any media
now known or hereafter developed, in perpetuity, without limitation, the entry, name,
video, information for advertising, education, public relations, and promotional
purposes without any further compensation, notice, review, or consent. By
participating in the Contest, contestants represent and warrant that the entry is an
original work of authorship, and does not violate any third party’s proprietary or
intellectual property rights. If the entry infringes upon the intellectual property right
of another, contestant will be disqualified at the sole discretion of KFD. If the content
of the entry is claimed to constitute an infringement of any proprietary or intellectual
proprietary rights of any third party, contestant shall, at their sole expense, defend or
settle against such claims. Contestant shall indemnify, defend, and hold
harmless KFD from and against any suit, proceeding, claims, liability, loss, damage,
costs or expense, which KFD may incur, suffer, or be required to pay to arise out of
such infringement or suspected infringement of any third party’s right.
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14. Other Terms & Conditions: KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel,
terminate, modify or suspend the Contest. Films that have been submitted for the
wildlife short film contest in the previous years are ineligible. Videos that involve the
willful harassment of wildlife or damage to the forest will be rejected without
providing any reason and the same may attract the provisions of relevant Acts and
Rules in force, in case the same is found to be a violation of the said Acts and Rules.
Video entries must not constitute, facilitate, or promote illegal products, services or
activities. Video entries must not discriminate or encourage discrimination against
people based on personal attributes such as race, ethnicity, colour, national origin,
religion, age, sex etc. Videos must not promote any activity prohibited by law. Video
entries must not contain adult content, including nudity. Videos must not contain
shocking, sensational, disrespectful or excessively violent content. Video entries must
not contain deceptive, false, or misleading content, including deceptive claims, offers,
or business practices. The KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify
any individual who tampers or attempts to tamper with the entry process or the
operation of the Contest or violates these Terms & Conditions.

15. Disputes: The decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden will be final.

Chief Wildlife Warden, Keralam
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KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT
WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026

Registration Form for Wildlife Short Film Contest — 2026
A. Details of Film Maker

1. | Name

2. Gender

3. | Address

4. | Identification Proof | : | Self attested copy to be attached.

(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

5. Contact Number

6. Email ID

74 Profession

B. Details of Film submitted as Entry to the Contest

1. | Description of the Film
(in maximum of 200 words)

p Duration of the Film

3. | Language of the Film

4. | Location of Filming

S. | Period of Filming

6. | Production house / producer

Undertaking

I have read and understood the terms and conditions for Wildlife Short Film Contest —
2026 and my Film which is the entry in the above contest is captured in the State of Kerala
only and all the details provided by me are true and I take full responsibility of any
consequences due to my false/ fake entries.

Signature of the Contestant with date
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Kerala Forest Department

Wildlife Week Celebrations 2026
Wildlife Reel Contest 2026

Terms and Conditions

The terms and conditions for participating in the Wildlife Reel Contest 2026 as follows, the
contestants have to agree the same. Failure to abide by these terms and conditions may render
a contestant ineligible for the competition.

1. Eligibility: This Contest is open to any Indian citizen irrespective of their age.
Employees and associates of Kerala Forest Department (KFD) which includes the staff
of KFD and its subsidiaries and affiliates and their immediate family members (spouse,
parents, children, siblings, and their respective spouses, regardless of where they live)
are not eligible to participate in the Contest.

2. Agreement to Rules: By participating, the contestant agrees to be fully and
unconditionally bound by these terms and conditions, and contestant represents and
warrants that he or she meets the eligibility requirements. In addition, contestant has to
agree to accept the decisions of the Chief Wildlife Warden as final and binding as it
relates to the content of this Contest.

3. Contest Period: Entries for the Wildlife Reel Contest, 2026 will be accepted from 20™
September, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. to 30™ September, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Late entries
shall be summarily rejected.

4 How to participate: There is no entry fee for the contest. The contestant shall participate
by submitting an entry in the prescribed Registration Form and Affidavit duly filled in
along with the reel should be sent to wiwreel2026@gmail.com during the Contest
Period. The prescribed format of the Registration Form and Affidavit can be downloaded
from the website of the KFD, www.forest.kerala.gov.in. The reel submitted along with
the registration form, affidavit and copy of the identity card showing photo and address
of the contestant should meet all the Technical specifications as mentioned in clause 9
(Serial number 9) below. Entries not in the prescribed Registration Form and Affidavit
and not in accordance to the prescribed technical specifications shall be summarily
rejected. If a contestant use any fraudulent methods or otherwise attempt to circumvent
any of the terms and conditions, the entry shall be disqualified. The decision of the
Chief Wildlife Warden shall be final in this regard.

5. Theme of the Contest: The reel should be related to “Living in Harmony with Nature”,
framed in the State of Kerala.
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6. Language of the Film: The language of the film shall be in English or Malayalam. No
other language will be accepted.

7. Period of Production: Entries produced in 2026 only will be accepted.

8.  Entry limits: Each participant will be allowed to submit only one entry in this contest.

9. Technical specifications of the reel entries:

Length and format of the reel: The length of the reel should be between 30 to 60 seconds.
Any camera including mobile phone can be used for filming. All music, sound effects, or
background audio must be royalty-free or legally licensed.

Format: MP4 or MOV (H.264 or HEVC/H.265 codec recommended for optimal
playback).

Orientation and Aspect ratio: Vertical orientation (9:16 aspect ratio; recommended
dimensions: 1080%1920 pixels).

Resolution: Full HD (1080%1920) minimum; or Higher up to 4K (2160x3840) preferred.

Frame Rate: Standard 24 fps, 30 fps, or 60 fps. Constant Frame Rate (CFR) is
recommended to prevent audio-sync issues

Audio Format: Stereo mix or higher (AAC, 16-bit, 48 kHz)

Audio Clarity: Clear background music or natural wildlife sounds. Voiceovers/ narration (if
present) must be easily audible over background tracks.

Equipment: Open to all capture devices (smartphones, DSLRs, mirrorless, action cameras,
or drones).

Mode (medium) of submission of entries: The final reel file alongwith the duly signed
PDF of the Registration Form and Affidavit in the prescribed format should be submitted in
the contestant’s Google drive account and the link shared to wiwreel2026@gmail.com. Set
the folder sharing permission to "Anyone with the link can view' (or directly permit
wlwreel2026@gmail.com with "Can view" access). Ensure restriction settings do not block
file downloading for judging.

10. Ethical Guidelines

1. All submitted entries must accurately represent the natural world in a manner that is
creative, truthful, and ethical. Any manipulation is strictly prohibited.
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2. Entries must not mislead the viewer or attempt to misrepresent the reality of nature.
All provided caption information must be comprehensive, truthful, and accurate. The
reels depicting captive, restrained, manipulated animals, animal models, taxidermy
specimens, or any other animal being exploited for profit are strictly prohibited.

3. The Participants are prohibited from causing harm or distress to an animal or
damaging its habitat in an attempt to secure a photograph. The welfare of the animal
must always be prioritized.

4. Baiting is not permitted, nor in any form of baiting that may endanger an animal or
adversely affect its behaviour, either directly or through irresponsible habituation.
Any other means of attraction, including bird seed or scent and attracting wildlife
using calls, are not permitted. If it is found that an entry had been achieved through
cruel or unethical practices, including the use of live bait or irresponsible baiting, or
in any way in violation of the relevant Act and Rules, the entry will be disqualified
and suitable legal action will be taken.

11. Scrutiny of the reels: The entries received during the Contest Period (from 20%
September, 2026 at 10:00 am IST to 30 September, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. IST) and
found otherwise in order (with duly filled in prescribed Registration Form) will be
scrutinized on 1% October, 2026, by the Nodal Officer (Assistant Conservator of
Forests, Social Forestry (Extension), O/o Chief Conservator of Forests (Social
Forestry), 4th Floor Vanalekshmi, Vazhuthacaud, 695014). If the final reel file
submitted by any contestant is corrupt or the file cannot be opened, the concerned
contestant/s will be informed of the same on 1% October, 2026 itself.

They will be permitted to resubmit their reel file on or before 5:00 pm on 2nd
October, 2026, failing which they will be disqualified from the Contest. The reels re-
submitted after 5:00 pm on 2" October, 2026 will not be accepted and will be rejected
without providing any reason whatsoever.

12. Selection of Winners and Notification: The entries will be evaluated by a panel of
judges (Jury). The Judges will be eminent personalities with rich experience in film
making/ wildlife videography/ photography. The Jury’s decisions will be final and
binding and no correspondence or discussion will be entered into regarding the judging
process or any of the outcomes reached. Winners will be notified by email and/or
telephone. The Kerala Forest Department shall have no liability for the Winner’s failure
to receive notices due to spam, junk e-mail or other security settings or due to them
providing with incorrect or otherwise non-functioning contact information.

13. Prizes: The First, Second and Third prize winners will be awarded a Cash Prize of
Rs.7,500, Rs.4,500 and Rs.2,500 respectively (subject to pending Govt. orders), along
with a Certificate of Recognition. In addition, Certificates of Merit will be awarded to
three entries as a consolation prize. No cash or other prize substitution shall be permitted.
The prize is nontransferable. Any and all prize-related expenses, including without
limitation any and all Central, State, and/or local taxes, shall be the sole responsibility of
Winner. No substitution of prize or transfer/assignment of prize to others or request for
the cash equivalent by Winner is permitted. Acceptance of prize constitutes permission
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for the KFD to use Winner’s name, and entry for purposes of advertising without further
compensation, unless prohibited by law.

14. Rights Granted by Contestant: By participating in the Contest, contestant understand
and agree that KFD or anyone acting on behalf of the KFD, shall have the right, where
permitted by law, to publish, broadcast, distribute, and use in any media now known or
hereafter developed, in perpetuity, without limitation, the entry, name, video,
information for advertising, education, public relations, and promotional purposes
without any further compensation, notice, review, or consent. By participating in the
Contest, contestants represent and warrant that the entry is an original work of
authorship, and does not violate any third party’s proprietary or intellectual property
rights. If the entry infringes upon the intellectual property right of another, contestant
will be disqualified at the sole discretion of KFD. If the content of the entry is claimed to
constitute an infringement of any proprietary or intellectual proprietary rights of any
third party, contestant shall, at their sole expense, defend or settle against such claims.
Contestant shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless KFD from and against any suit,
proceeding, claims, liability, loss, damage, costs or expense, which KFD may incur,
suffer, or be required to pay to arise out of such infringement or suspected infringement
of any third party’s right.

15. Other Terms & Conditions: KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel,
terminate, modify or suspend the Contest. Reels that involve the willful harassment of
wildlife or damage to the forest will be rejected without providing any reason and the
same may attract the provisions of relevant Acts and Rules in force, in case the same is
found to be a violation of the said Acts and Rules. The entries must not constitute,
facilitate, or promote illegal products, services or activities. Reel entries must not
discriminate or encourage discrimination against people based on personal attributes
such as race, ethnicity, colour, national origin, religion, age, sex etc. Reels must not
promote any activity prohibited by law. Reel entries entries must not contain adult
content, including nudity. The entries must not contain shocking, sensational,
disrespectful or excessively violent content. Reel entries must not contain deceptive,
false, or misleading content, including deceptive claims, offers, or business practices.
The KFD reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual who
tampers or attempts to tamper with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or
violates these Terms & Conditions.

16. Disputes: The decision of the Chief Wildlife Warden will be final.

D—"" |

Chief Wildlife Warden, Keralam
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KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026
Registration Form for Wildlife Reel Contest — 2026

A. Details of Reel maker

1. Name

2. Gender

3. | Address

4, Identification - Proof | : | Self attested copy to be attached.

(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

5. Contact Number

6. Email ID

7. Profession

B. Details of Reel submitted as Entry to the Contest

1. Description of the Film
(in maximum of 200 words)

2. Duration of the Film

3. | Language of the Film

4. | Location of Filming

5. | Period of Filming

6. | Production house / producer




UNDERTAKING BY THE CONTESTANT

L vacanuannsnssnsscsusavinshensabon e resumnmsnmnsasannssssassassansnssnsarssssassassnssnsansrssasarssassssansenesnel €51diNG
at.oooiiiiiinin, [Full Postal Address], hereby submit my entry titled "'[Title of the Reel]" for
the Wildlife Reel Contest — 2026 organized by the Kerala Forest Department.

I hereby solemnly declare, undertake, and confirm that:

e The submitted video reel has been captured strictly within the geographical boundaries of
the State of Kerala.

e All personal details, footage descriptions, and metadata provided by me in the application
form are true, correct, and authentic.

e The entry is my original work. I hold full copyright and rights to all visual, audio, and
visual-effect components used in the video, or I have used fully licensed/ royalty-free
audio assets.

» The footage was shot without violating any rules of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
the Kerala Forest Act, 1961, or any statutory orders regarding restricted forest/wildlife
areas. No wildlife was harmed, harassed, baited, or disturbed during the shooting process.

e The submitted reel adheres strictly to the specified aspect, resolution guidelines, and
duration limits.

o I accept full legal and financial responsibility for any consequences, claims, or legal
actions arising out of false/fake entries, copyright infringement, or violation of forest
regulations. The Department shall remain indemnified against any third-party claims.

I have read, understood, and unreservedly agree to abide by all the terms, conditions, and
guidelines governing the Wildlife Reel Contest — 2026.

Signature of the Contestant with date
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amislall eandegooadl 2026-601 ACTLEIBOUIGUE QIS EBISODIBIEBIN
MlenINLMBUB @RMMVEIEHIM ENIdELYTVAGIEIT. MINIMWMEUB AlrallEBMM aldMo
2ETLEIAMAlHES BREWIWIPIBINMIWIGHL0.
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QOSBRI EBHCE0 6305680 O8N BaN0GSI(WI0Yd (B 2Ol al@lemlasie).

@RWIBIGH2EHIM H¥locmemo Mulle:eymI® wemnmlainEALPEDE®O
@OW aBO@IW  afBEIQo  BREWOINYAIHOGe. DEAIEMD omeaL@auy
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£nl0®BWMEBRUIEHI) m'lnsfl“ce:cﬁngﬂﬂggg LORITIDY EDEIENIYMN@IEIM. TLMBBUIE@
alwlrldepe el am meomilej. wseasomd @emacgeoeiclesmme).
AlWlmiden® @@l quogatls: 20WRERU QY] ETLAW  MLGEJAHEMo
eaQmMOInes @dle:emaRwd  ogleqggomiaigee.  allwl  mldepwaaow
MNITWEOL]S @OOMIAlW  MIdady  DSEnISA|dS.  @ERMAGERM®E.  AGTLE
H02i80lled (2026 exTLAIgENIA 24-0) eoQler! 10:00 BeM] @ 2026 BTVAIQENIA
GBCHoNIA 03-0 HOAUMEMMEo 5:00 @6l o) alElg@. ag mlenmwmeud
SO200) alelg@aow ol@emnud amiEall eande5oWIadl aETVE. 2026-6)XR
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AWDEMERINEMA  ©alQ)  olaflgosm GROEQERM. EHETPHUB  GanddlemMial.
pENEIBOCAIQOS Bag.all. HIBWOR ald:da] @Sl muadaflemmer@osm.  mldGlay
elemauad GaNdo DROMDo  OaldWlBULE @RMITYRALOOHDNIW @REAIBHHUD
mleMVlEsm@mo6m. 2OTVEIAMAIGUE  QIERIMIAIERIW dl  aulle:Elesde:eo
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KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT
WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026

Registration Form for Essay Contest (Staff Category) — 2026

A. Details of the Applicant

1. Name

2. Gender

3. | Designation

4. | Office Address

5. Identification Proof | : | Self attested copy to be attached
(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

6. Contact Number

7. Email ID

Undertaking

I have read and understood the terms and conditions for the Essay Contest
(Staff Category) — 2026 and all the details provided by me are true and I take full
responsibility of any consequences due to my false / fake entries.

Signature of the Contestant with date
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KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT
WILDLIFE WEEK CELEBRATION - 2026

Registration Form for Travelogue Writing Contest (Staff Category) — 2026

A. Details of the Applicant

1. | Name

2, Gender

3. | Designation

4. Office Address

5. | Identification Proof | : | Self attested copy to be attached
(Voters ID/Aadhar / Driving
License or any other ID
issued by any  Govt.
Department)

6. Contact Number

7. | Email ID

Undertaking

I have read and understood the terms and conditions for Travelogue Writing Contest
(Staff Category)-2026 and all the details provided by me are true and I take full
responsibility of any consequences due to my false / fake entries.

Signature of the Contestant with date




