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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Forest & Wildlife (B) Department
Phone No : 0471 2517150

E-mail forest.b@kerala.gov.in
forestbsection@gmail.com

No.B1/186/2021-FWLD 18-02-2026,Thiruvananthapuram
From

Additional Chief Secretary to Government
To

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force,
Forest Headquarters, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Forest Management),
Forest Headquarters, Thiruvananthapuram.
Sir,
Sub: Forest and Wildlife Department - The Kerala Forest
(Amendment) Act, 2025 - Notification forwarding of - reg.
Ref: The Kerala Forest (Amendment) Act, 2025 dated 09.02.2026.

I am to forward herewith a copy of the notification under reference
cited for information. If required, Supdt. Government press may be
addressed to print and supply sufficient copies of notification for
departmental use. Action may also be taken to upload the notification in the
website of Forest and Wildlife Department.

Yours Faithfully,

PRAMOD V R
JOINT SECRETARY
For Additional Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for Issue,

Section Officer.
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Law (Legislation-G) Department

NOTIFICATION

No. 118/Leg. G1/2025/Law. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 9th February, 2026
26th Makaram, 1201

20th Magha, 1947.

The following Act of the Kerala State Legislature is hereby published for general

information. The Bill as passed by the Legislative Assembly received the assent of the

Governor on the 4th day of February, 2026.

By order of the Governor,

G. S. ASHA,
Special Secretary (Law).

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




ACT 1 OF 2026

THE KERALA FOREST (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2025

An Act further to amend the Kerala Forest Act, 1961.

Preamble.—WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Kerala Forest Act, 1961

(4 of 1962) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
BE it enacted in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Kerala Forest
(Amendment) Act, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2.—In the Kerala Forest Act, 1961 (4 of 1962) (hereinafter
referred to as the principal Act), in section 2, for clause (c), the following clause shall be

substituted, namely:—

“(c) “Forest Officer” means any person appointed by name or as holding an office
by or under the orders of the Government to be a Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Chief Conservator of Forests, Conservator
of Forests, Deputy Conservator of Forests, Assistant Conservator of Forests, Divisional Forest
Officer, Wildlife Warden, Assistant Wildlife Warden, Range Forest Officer, Deputy Range
Forest Officer, Section Forest Officer, Timber Depot Officer, Beat Forest Officer, Forest Beat
Assistant (except for the purpose of arrest) or to discharge any function of a Forest Officer

under this Act or any rule made thereunder;”.
3. Amendment of section 47B.—In section 47B of the principal Act, in sub-section (2),—

(a) after the words “for his own use”, the words and symbols “or for sale through the
Forest Department or, subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder, for

any other bonafide use, irrespective of the age of the tree” shall be inserted;

(b) for the existing proviso, the following proviso shall be substituted, namely:—
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“Provided that the provision for sale and bonafide use under sub-section (2)
shall not apply to sandal trees, if any, reserved by the Government at the time of assignment of
such lands or sandal trees standing on any land notified under section 5 of the Kerala
Preservation of Trees Act, 1986 (35 of 1986) or the areas notified by the custodian under
the Kerala Forest (Vesting and Management of Ecologically Fragile Lands) Act, 2003
(21 0of 2005).”.

4. Amendment of section 47E.—In section 47E of the principal Act,—

(a) in the marginal heading, for the words “authorised officer”, the words “Forest

Department” shall be substituted;

(b) for the words ‘“‘authorised officer”, the words “Forest Department” shall be

substituted.

5. Amendment of section 53.—In section 53 of the principal Act, for the word “Ranger”,

the words “Range Forest Officer” shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 64.—In section 64 of the principal Act, for the word “Ranger”,
the words “Range Forest Officer” shall be substituted.

7. Amendment of section 68.—In section 68 of the principal Act, for sub-section (1), the

following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) Any Forest Officer not below the rank of an Assistant Conservator of Forests

may,—

(a) accept from any person, reasonably suspected of having committed any
forest offence, other than an offence punishable under section 47G, section 62 or section 65, a
sum of money equivalent to the maximum fine amount prescribed for the offence under the
Act or the rules made thereunder by way of compensation for the offence which may have been
committed and where any property has been seized as liable to confiscation, may release the
same on payment of the value thereof as estimated by such officer or confiscate such property

to the Government;

(b) after institution of the prosecution, on an application from the accused,

compound, with the permission of the court, any offence other than an offence punishable under
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section 47G, section 62 or section 65, alleged against such accused, by accepting a sum of

money and value of property assessed in the manner as specified in clause (a):

Provided that though an offence has been compounded under this sub-section, it shall be
deemed to be a previous commission of the same offence for the purpose of determining
whether a second or subsequent offence has been committed and no such second or subsequent

offence shall be compounded under this clause.”.

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




BHOB TVAINID

e (Hleamldomoem-edl) lda]

all22emalMo
mud 118/ee10). &411/2025/ml@mo. @YUM lj@o, 2026 anENID] 9
1201 o600 26
1947 moepio 20.

BSHO8 VoMM MIWAMVEWHS IO BYBT HaldMEMEBBRIOS
@nolailealeeo®] @M@ @ IMlRLEE|SICMIIN]. MIWATVE aldRIBND (150088

enflgjlay 2026 eanEnRAIA] 4-00 GG VABNNOS BPMATI LIEl4)).

WAIBEROIOS 2OMOAIIMB (1000,

&3l. o). @YU,
NVOalalf@3 V501 (Nlmo).

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




2026-0£1 1-00 AYB®HQ
2025-9£1 6508 AM (RANDI) BRYB:Q

1961-0e1 608 QIM @YY aflenzle BRRVMI H2IQRM@IMSS

630}
€[ ¥:Ne]
aflole,—1961-0e1 608 M @E:Q (1962-081 4) DGIMEUDAHO  @I6MIAM

@YQIUDIEERUESID aflensie BRRLMI ©.21QRM T WIEMAIDIBIH6B@ITI;

c00® OlajeRflesllond ag)91alBIINI0 AVEQIGTOCHIM IO O (@100
MI@2MEN0H60M}:—

1. 2100600 (@1000EAR.—(1) D ERBHFIM 2025-081 HO8 AIM (GREUNG)

QYBG )M Gald alO@DIo.
(2) D@ 9SMB (@I0NILIODIG QIOYMDI6M).

2. 2-00 QB flss 6eEWMI.—1961-081 6508 M GOHJeel (1962-081 4)

(D@IMYBUDaHO (@IWIM @YBQ ag)MIEM l0IDBUTlENEQ|Sid), 2-00 Qe fl@d, ()

SUEMLOBIM] ald:00 MISQJO@YM EUGMDo GalBEHOENBMIE), BVOIVOY.—

“(ndl) “aimo 963 WMNM” «)MI@ &0} (EIMMVlo|@d 2flad  GandOQY
SeMIVBEAQNICWI ARWlaHemM@d (@ mmlo@d afleff 82000qY BEMIVAEAIGOIEWO
aflaff 8a000QY HHEMAVABEAIQOIEWO BaNINFY GEMAVAEAIQOIECWI HWalSl BaNd0QY]
S6MaVABEAIGNICI @PMIIIYAF BaNI0QY @eMaVAEAIQNICI AlailateM@d BaNOOQY
&0a0lM006WO  HHAUGW  9eelal  QADGWMICWI @MUY §OQAUGA  eeelal
QIAWMIEWI  HODE®]  GaNONQY  630a0lTV0IEI  HWalYsl HODerdT B8N0y
800l0V006WI HAVGHM GanI0FY Baflm0oe sl Aleajo &dedlaunoscwo enflg
8a000QY 630a8lTV006@O 6and0qy enfly @omilgyadoe@o (@OEVlem @BQIUDIOTINY
89168) BeE|EIT DD BYE:6Q0 BPGIMEIFIT 2eNILSVI]IISS 21560 (0 15H00MBB
80} QMo 9EBPRWINNE oBe®®lERe 2RAMEl  MIAAOlEHM@IMIDI]  Gal®}
al0GEMI, GROLIEIT MVABHIVIH QOMOARE:UD (10060, @PMIM] Bi1¥l6eI0 B30}
DEBPU QUa0l@Ee;M @M mlaleeeq]sym aBOMB1eN0 @RUd

)M B@NAISH}MY;”.

3. 47enll Q) mss eREVTL—EIwdm @re:gleel 47enil aldle] (2)-00

9alQldho{l@d,—

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




(ag)) “@803 VMo DalEWINATIMIV] 80} ©BSlSo  alemlM @MW
@) (@16BUDo QO ILNM D6l SYIIM OO Mo
MOleM BIMIHEMEIGRI” ag)M] QIOBNBUDBE) GUDaHo “GROLIEIT QMo Qldsla]
mealm  all@aim  msoM@IMosemesleeld  @egldd Y @rG:glerIo
@O@IMBHISIMD  9emosslolsiss alsengleei@lo  AIMUOS WSS  allew@nodl,
DOOMIOHAE  (@IOWo  BHEMAGIOLIS}ENOD  MEREM®IEo  TVEIEGUDAIODOD

9aleINOMIMINEMBIGRID,” o) QAIOH}G:8)o 2llaMEERS)o G2IBCHHENIMI6ENY;

(enil) mlelaileel Glaloaleninwm@ee]  ald:oo 9690 |0

laIOmlenInLm EalGeHeMBMIN), BPEORDD):—

“a@)MO@, (2)-00 Dalld:la] (1500mM88 ilmbalN@ BN TVBIGZUDIONIW
Dale@IVODMIMMSS QlKIMA, @Al al@lafl MBI MVAROD MVBHNIA Olavdal
02100588 2IBMAOEBRUD «BO@®BIE0 9OEMEBIT @PAIDELD 1986-081 6H08
QURH  QVoOBHEM BOBGIH (1986-081 35) 5-00 QG IBBIFI@  ailemoaimo
0219 |3IN8S cGoMBIIeRe AT MITBHHIM 2IBNMNO6ERUBEHI, 2003-681 03
QMo (aIAlnOI@] LROMNI(@alMID] BIBNLINID @Y ICRUDEERSIOS Mld:HlaIMAHeLI}0
BI0IRHAOMI®lo  MSOMlajlo) @GQIM  (2005-0e1 21) &IFIAd VBl 330003

all22emoalMo 62l @J(%GUOGGTSU&G&QO anow&))oce)g(m@g;.”.

4. 470 A |lMss EENMI.—@EIWOM BOB:GIor! 47580 Qld:)q fl@d,—

(g)) 203N @B UBIBaHBOMI@D, “(@I0USB:000 21QYee |3 DEBOLANB” ag)m]

QBNBHUDH)] ald 00 “QIMo Adla]” af)aM| QIOLEBUB BalGBHLOENE®IEN);

(enil) “@10WlB000 ©21Q6)]3 2BBPRWVAVAM” af)aM] AUILNGUBBE] ald:00o

“QIMo Qlda]” a)aM| AUOBNBUD B2IBBSHENBEIGN).

5. 53-00 QIBx)a N8R RGN —(EIWIM @RB:GIeL! 53-00 QAld: o {l@, “©0dlermines”

a)M  QARSSIM}  aldOo  “@0@er@  6and0qY  &BadlTVOES”  ag)aMl  AUOBBUD

B2lBBHENMIMIEM).

6. 64-00 Ql)a MBS BEENBI.—(EIWIM EBBFIOEI 64-00 QIBI{l@B, “BNMIOOS”

a)M QOSSN ald®o  “@0@erd  6and0qY  &BadlTVOES”  ag)aMl  QAUOBBUD

B2lBBHENMIMIEM).

7. 68-00 Qldrlalmss 6GERLMI.—@IWOM @OE:Fleel 68-00 Qldafl@d, (1)-0o

9alQld)aflN} ald:0o @I |0 Dallld:le] GalBEHHEMZMIET), BOGIWD).:—

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




“(1) @PMIIgRAE 8and0qY BeMILABEAIQNES alBRIlDIGE BIOWOICTD «GBODIO}

QlMo DEBELUMaVNMIo,—

(ag) 4728l QB0  62-00 QIEYGa0 65-00  QUBYG[0  (@lO00
WOl 9660 SOOI BO) Qo BFOBDIBS QIMo MVEENINWAIW oBODMESIEN0 BJQo
821DOM®OIV] MPDAIDo  MoUdDBN6)SIBlENMM  «GO@MIISIEMIMI, BYBQ
(@18:00600 EOMIMBBISIENNZILSI® 21SEBRUB (@ 1B06M0 BHQOWIM Mlunidlajlsiss
alo2QIW]  ofloMGHDHs ORRIMI® B0} O, G@PWINB  B2IDGIClEHI0RMM
SQODIM88  MaHalBla000m0@] MVle:dleencamMmle, @ensie@sela allcwwmnow
aBe®®sleo ANV} ailSles|SjolSi8saldHo @PEREHM@88 DEBPRWNIVNNY @GP
&EMBNBS®  allel  ©BIS}EMaldto @P®}  QIlSIOBISIBNIGHEWI  BEE]EsITD

@UEBROMDISE AUNV®} NAUSEMAGIGEIBE) BH6NTIOBSIBEWI 6)21Q)IQIIMN@IET);

(enil)  GEIMVlEBQaHT MSalS] BYOElo @M GUDaHo, BlQo 2RACMES
@BYOS @GAIGH (1000, BVBRHMWISS BYUOBOMINO BYEVIleeeq]s, 474
QU)Ba 0 62-00 QG0 @PEEREIT 65-00 QIBGeD (@I000 UTlAHIBAOMID &B)Qo
2108 a@BO®IO} &I, (ag)) euemMLOBI@ allmldeguilajldlesym dlamlwilcd
&EMBNLSI® amiojailend allei@ype mjerage  VG:Ola)e@6ns, eeIsOIWIes
@PMADIEWIRNS DIIWIBHIQUM IEN):

ag)IMI@, DD DalQldle] (@100 SO} &)Qo IHWILSIWIT  MSHMN o,
O6ENAOOMEWI @SBIMIB/EMI BY@ B)Qo H2lDMISIENO og)M Mlunuailes;mm
@QIUDOBIGEIDIENODI] BRE® &)Qo MMl E2IVBTIISSGIW] H:0}®6) |BSENEM)o,
O6EN30NEOMEWI M}SANMISIE®I Y BVEBRHMNWIBS WISDIO] B3H}QQI0 DD GIEMLo

(@18:000 I IBHIM aloSIpjoD@@I6).”.

(LoolomB2e3n)

enilazy al,,
M2 [ BWH6TNEB TVESO.

PUBLISHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRESSES
AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 2026, soin

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/

Digitally signed by VEERAN T
Date:2026.02.10 09:12:09 +05:30




